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THE 

APVENTURES 
or 

GIL BLAS OP Saktillane. 

B O O K VII. 

C H A p. 1. • 

72v amvff^i rf G3 Bias and dtau Laraifa Stphora. 

I Went accordingly to Xdra, to make refti- 
tution of the three thou&id ducats, which 
we had ftole from Samud Simon: and 
will freely own, I was tempted on the road to 
coaverc the money to my own ufe, in order 
to begin my ibwardfhip under happy auf- 
pices. This 1' mig^t hare done with im- 
punity j for, had I travelled five or fix days, 
and then returned, as if I had acquitted mylelf . 
of my commifOon, Don Alphoaui and his fa- 
ther would ncTcr have fufpeded my fidelity. 
I did sot yi^i, however, to the temptation, 
Vou in. B . which. 
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which I furmounted like a lad of honour ; a 
' vidory not a lictle commendable in a young 
fellow, who had aObclated with great cheats. 
There arc a great many, who, though ac- 
quainted with noncft people only, are not fo 
fcrupulous ; thofe, cfpecially, who are. en- 
trufted with fums which they may keep, with- 
out interefting their reputation. 

Having made rcftitution to the merchant, 
who expefted nothing Icfs, I 'retxirricd to the; 
caftlc of Leyva, which the Count de Polan 
having left, had fet out again for Toledo, with 
Julia and Don. Fernarid. I found my new maf- 
ter more captivated than ever with Seraphina, 
his Seraphina enchanted by him, and Don 
Casfar charmed with the pofleflion of them 
both : I endeavoured to get the friendfiiip of 
that tender father, and fucceeded: I became 
fleward of the family, regulateij every thing in 
it, received money from the farmers, diftjurftd 
for the expcnce of houle-lieeping, and had a 
defpotick power over all the fervants. But, 
contrary.to the ufual practice of ftcwards, I did 
not abufe my power, I did not turn away thofe" 
domefticks who difpleafcd me, nor expefted' 
that the reft fhould be entirely devoted to my 
will; if they addreffed themfclvesdiredly to 
Don Cseiar, or his fon, when they wanted any 
&vour, far from thwarting their intereft, I 
always ^ke in their behalf; befides, the 
marks of affection which I every moment re- 
ceived from my matters, infpircd me with zeal 
for their fervice j and I had nojtbing but dieir 
3 intereft 
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interefi: in view. There was no legerdenfiain 
in my adminiflration : and [ was fuch a flew- 
ard as is not every day to be met wijh. While 
J enjoyed the happinefs of my condition. 
Love, as if he had been jealous of what Fortune 
had done for me, had a mind that I (hould owe 
fome fevours to him alfoj and produced in the 
heart of Dame IjOrenga Sephora, chief waiting 
woman to Seraphina, a violent inclination for 
mailer fteward. My conqiieft (to relate things 
like a faithfijl hiftorian) glanced upon her 
fiftieth year J but a lively look, an agreeable 
countenance, and two fine eyes, which Ihe 
knew how to ufe to the bed advantage, might 
he Taid to make her ftill pafs for the objeft of 
an intrigue: I ceuld have wilhed only for a few 
rofcs in her complexion, for Ihe was extremely 
pale, a circumftance which I did not fail to 
attribute to the aufterity of celibacy. 

The lady praftifed upon me a long time 
by looks, in which her paffion was painted : 
but inftead of anfwcring her glances, I at firft 
fcemed not to perceive her defign ; by which 
behaviour I appeared to her as a novice in 
gallantry ; a difcovery that Ihe did not dillike. 
Imagining, therefore, that (be ought no longer 
to confine herfelf to the language of the eyes, 
with a young man whom fiie believed left 
knowing than he was; during the very firfl: 
converfation we had together,' (he declared her 
(entiments in form that I might not be igno- 
rant of them for the fiirure. This (he per- 
formed like one who had been at fchool. She 
B a - feigned 
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feigned to be difconcerted while Ihe Ipdce ■ to 
int-, and after having freely exprelTed all that 
'flie had to fay, hid her face, to -make me be- 
lieve fhe was alhamed of letting me fee her 
*eakncfs. There was no rcfifting ; and though 
I was determined more by vanity than inclina- 
tion, I ihewed myfclf very fcnfitJe of her aficc- 
t;oiii : I even affedled to be urgent. Mid afled 
Ae paflionate lover fo weH, that I attrafled 
her reproaches. Loren9a reproved me, but 
with fo jnuch gentlenefs, th&t while (he recom- 
mended moderation to me, Ibe feemed not 
at all forry at my want of it. I ihould have 
pulhed things ftiU farther, if the beloved ob- 
jeft had not been afraid of giving me a bad 
opinion of her virtue, by granting me a vidiO' 
ry too cheap. We therefore parted till an- 
other occafionj Sephora, perfuaded that her 
falfe rcfiftancc made me look upon her as a 
veftal, and I, elevated with the'fwect hope of 
bringing the adventure foon to a conctufion. 

My affairs were in this fituarion, when one 
of Don Csefar's lacquies told me a piece of 
news which jnoderated my joy. This .young 
fellow was 0nc of thole curious domefticks,. who 
make it their bufinels to difcovcr what palles 
in the family. As he was very affkjuous in 
paying his court to me, and regaled me every 
day with Ibmething new j he cameone morn- 
ing, and told me that he had made a plcafant 
diftovery, which he .would communicate to me, 
on condition that I fhould keep it fecteti be- 
caufe it regarded dame Loreof^ Sephora, whofi; 
6 - reicntmcnt 
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refentment (he faid) he was afraid of incur- 
ring, I was tod eager to hear what he had to 
fay, not to promife fecrecyj but without feed- 
ing to be the leaft concerned, I afked hiip, 
with all the indifference I could affeft, what 
the difcovcry was with which he intended to 
entertain me. " Lorcnf a, [faid he,) every even- 
ing, privately admits into her apartment tfie 
forgeon of the village, a very ftout young 
fellow, and the rogue always remains with her 
a confiderable time. I 'am willing to believe 
(added he, with a fatirical fmile) that this be- 
haviour may be very innocent j but you miift 
'allow, that a young man, who flips lb mylle- 
" rioufly into a maid's chamber, gives a handle 
to fcandal to be very free with, her charader." 
Although this report gave me as much paui 
as if I h^ been actually in love, I took care 
to conceal my vexation; I even conftrained 
myfelf fo much as to laugh at the news that 
pierced me to the very Ibul. But I indemnified 
iTiylelf for that conftraint, as foon as I faw 
myfcjf alone. I curfed, I fworc, and ,mufed 
upon the refohition 1 Ihould take. Sometimes, 
defpifmg Loren9a, I propofed to abandon her, 
without even deigning to come to an explana- 
tion with the coquette i and fometimesj ima- 
ginlne that I was bound in honour to banilh 
the ^rgeon from the houfe, I formed the de- 
fign of challenging him to fmgle combat: 
this laft refolution prevailed ;. I lay in ambufli 
towards the evening, and furc enough perceiv- 
B 3 ed 
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ed my man enter with a myftirious air into 
the aparcnicnt of my duenna. This was ne- 
ceffary to fupport my fury: I went out of the 
fcftle, and ported myftlf on the road by which 
the gallant muft return : here I waited for him 
without flinching, and every moment the de- 
iire of fighting with him increafed. At lengthy 
my enemy appeared, and I went forwards fome 
yards like a Drawcanfir; but I don't know 
how the devil it happened, I found myfelf all 
of a fudden feized, hke one of Homer's he- 
roes, with an emotion of fear that arrefted my 
fteps } and I ftood as much confounded as Pa- 
ris, when he prefented himfelf to fight Menc- 
bus. I began to confider my man, who fcem- 
ed Arong and vigorous; and his fword appeared 
to be of an exceflive length. All this had 
its eiFeft upon me } neverthelefs, out of a point 
of honour, or othcrwife, though I faw the dan- 
ger with magnifying eyes ; and, in (pite of na- 
ture, which made obftinate efforts to make me 
defift, I had the boldneis to advance towards 
the furgeon, and unlheath my rapier. 

Siirpiifed at my aftion, he cried, " What 
"is the matter, Mr. Gil Bias ? what is the mean- 
ing of thefe demonftrations ? You are pleafed 
to be merry, I fuppofe." " No, Mr. Barber, 
(I replied,) you are miftaken ; I am in a very 
ferious humour, and want to know whether or 
not you are as brave as gallant. You muft 
not cxpeft that 1 will let you poffefs in tran- 
quillity the &vours of the lady whom you vific 
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at the caftle." " By St. Come*!''ffaid the 
fui^on, burfting into a loud laugh,) here is a 
pleafant adventure. Egad, appearances are 
very deceitful." From thefe words, imagin- 
ing that he was as little inclined to fight as I, 
1 became more infolcnt, and faid, " Friend, 
that won't pafs ; don't think that I will be fa- 
"tisfied with a fimple denial.'" '* I fee then, 
(anfwered he,) that I fliall be obliged to fpeak, 
in order to prevent the mifchief which might 
happen to you or me -, and I muft reveal a fe- 
cret, although people of our profeffion cannot 
^be too diftreet. If Dame Loren9a admits me 
by ftealth mto her apartment, it is with a view 
-of conccalingher diftempcr from the iervant&i 
ftie has an inveterate cancer in her back, whfch 
I drefs every evening. This is the caufc of 
thevifits which alarm you; fa that you may 
henceforth keep your heart at eafe. Though, 
(added he,) if you are not (atisfied with this 
declaration, but abfolutely bent upon coining 
to points, fpeak the wordj I am your man." 
So faying, he drew his long rapier, which made 
me ftiiver; and put himfelf upon his guard. 
" Enough, (iiiid I to him, iheathing my fword,) 
I am not a brute, to refufe -to hear reafon :". 
after what you have told me, you are no lon- 
ger my enemy i let us embrace." ■* 

At this difcourfe, which (hewed him that I 
Vras not fuch a devil- as I at firft appeared to 

* St. Comewai ■phylicitnsndniinfr) tbetcfore oot impto- 
ftrly invoked by the lurgcoii. . 

B,4 be, 
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be, he laughed, put up his rapier, gave me 
his hand: and in fliort, we parted the beft 
friends in tiie world. 

From that moment Sephora prefented no- 
ding but difagreeble ideas to my imaginnttcm : 
I avoided every 0|^p(HtuAit]r ihe gave mc of 
converfiog wich her in private ; and that with 
fuch cace and aflTe^ltaEion that fhe perceived my 
difguft. Aftonilhed at fuch a change, flic re- 
folved to know tbf caidc; and at length, 
finding an occaflqn Co fpealc with me apart, 
** Mr. Steward, (&id fhe,) jway tell me, why 
you avoid the flght of me ; 'Tis true, I made ' 
ibme advances, but you made fuitable returns. 
Recollcft, if you plcafe, the private conrer&- 
tibn we had together: you was then all fir^ 
but now you are all ice. What is the meatung 
of all this ? This was * ^^ dfiicate qucftion 
for a plain Huta ; conrequeotly k embacrsfied 
me'not a licde. I don't remembccdie Matm^ 
which I madej but it difplcaicd- fcry mueb, 
and that was enough, Sephora, thou^ by 
her fweet modcft aic one woidd have taken 
her foi a lamb, was a very tygrcfs when her 
wrath prevulcd. I thought (faid fhe, dart- 
ing at me a look full of fpite and rage) that I 
did a great deal of honour to a Utde fellow like' 
you, in difcovering to him thde fentimcnts 
which noHe cavaliers would have gloried in 
exciting : but- 1 am jufljy ptinifhed for having 
unworthily abafcd them to a wretched adveil- 
turer." Had fhe fbsppcd here, I fhould have 
thought myfeif cheaply quit. Her tongue, 
obe- 
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dient CO her fury,^ honoured mc with a hun- 
dred epithets, every one more bitter than ano- 
ther. I ought to have heard them in coM 
bloodi and reflected, that in difdaining the 
triumph of her virtue, which I had attempted, 
I committed a mme that no woman can for- 
give. But I was too pafHonate to bear re- 
proaches, at which a fenfible man, in my 
place, would have laughed: and my patience 
forfaking me, " Madam, (iaid I,) we ought, 
not to delbife any body: if thofe. noble ca- 
valiers, of whom you fpeak, had feen your 
back, I am fure their curiofity would "have 
proceeded no ferther." 1 had no fooner ut- 
tered this repartee, than the furious duenna 
gave me the rudeft box on the car that ever an 
aiFfonted woman beftowed. I did not wait for 
a fecond; but, by a fpeedy flight, avoided a 
fliower of blows, that would certainly have fal- 
len upon my carcaft. 

I thanked heaven, when I found myfelf ex- 
tricated out of this troublefome a^r; and 
ima^ned I had nothing more to fear, fincc the 
lady had reyengcd hcrfelf. I thought that, 
for her own h6nbur, ihe would never mention 
the adventure : and indeed, fifteen days elapfed 
before I heard any thing of the matter. I my- 
felf began to forget it, when I urtderilood il^t 
Sephora was ill : I was humane enough to be 
afflifted at the news : I pitied the lady ; and 
believing that, not being able to overcome a. 
paflion fo ill requited, Jhe had fallen a viftim 
to her unhappy love J I rcftcftcd with forrow 
B 5 that 
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that I was the caufe of her mdifpofition, and^ 
at leaft lamented the duenna, if I could not love 
her. How much was I miftaken in my opi- 
nion ! her tendernefs changed into hate j and, 
at that time, her whole ftudy was to do me. 
mifchief. 

One morning being alone with Don Alphon- 
Ib, and obferving that young gentleman pen- 
five and fad, 1 begged, in a re^dfut maimer, 
to know the caufe. " J am chagrined (faid 
he) to find Seraphina weak, ungrateful, and 
uiijuft. You are aftonifhed at this information, 
(added he, perceiving that I liftened with fur- 
prize,) and yet nothing is more true. I don't 
know what caufe you may have given dame 
Loren^a to hate you ; but you are . affuredly 
become fo odious to her, that if you don't 
leave the caftle with the utmoft di(patch, her 
death, ihe fays, will be inevitable. You 
ought not to doubt that Seraphina, who has a 
regard for you, at firft revolted againft a hate 
which Ihe could not gratify, without injuftice 
and ingratitude. But in fhort, ftie is a woman ; 
fhe has a tender afFeftion for Sephora,. who 
brought her up ; and that governance is a fort 
of a mother to her^ whofe death fhe would 
reproach hetfclf with, if ftie was not weak 
enough" to ' fatisfy this her defire : as for my 
part, notwithftanding ' the love that attaches 
me to Seraphina, 1 Ihall never have the bale 
complalfance to adhere to her fentiments on 
this fubjeft. Perilh all the duennas in Spain, 
before I confent to the removal of a young 
raia 
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mui whom I conHder more as a brother than a 
domeftick." 

Alphonlb having fpoke thus, I laid ta him, 
** Signior, I am bom to be the fport of For- 
tune ; I thought Ihc would.have ceafed to per- 
fecute mc in your houfe, where every thing 
flattered me with quiet and happy days : but 
how agreeable focver my fituation may be, I " 
find I mufl: give it up." " Not at all ! (cried 
the generous fon of Don Cslar;) leave me to 
make Seraphina hear reafon : it ihall never be 
faid, that you have been facriliced to the ca- 
price of a tluenna, to whom too much confi- - 
deration has been paid in other refpefts." 

'• Sir, (faid 1,) you will only provoke Sera- 
phina, in, refining her will. 1 had much ra- 
ther retire, than by a longer ftay in this place, 
run the rilk of breeding any divifion' between" 
fuch a happy pair : that would be a misfortune 
for which I fhould never be conlbled." 

Don Alphonfo forbad me to take any fucji 
refolution : and I faw him-^ fo fixed in the de- 
fign of fupportiqg me, that Loren9a would 
undoubtedly have met with a rebuff, if I had 
been minded to oppoft her. At certain times, 
being piqued againft the duenna, I was tempt- 
ed to expofe herj but when I came to confi- 
der, that in revealing her Ibame, I ftiould ftab 
the heart of a poor creature whofc indifpofition 
I was the occafion of; and that two incurable ■ 
difterapcra vifibly condufted her to the grave, 
my refcntment was changed' jnto compafiionj 
aod I concluded, that fince I was fuch a dan- 
B 6 gerous 
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gerous mortal, I ought in confcience to le- 
eftabliftij by my retreat, the tranquitlity of the 
caftle. Tlus refolutioD X executed die very 
next mivning b^}re day, without bidding adieu 
to my two mafters, left, through friendmip for 
me, they fliould oppofe my departure. I con- 
tented mylelf with leaving in my chamber a 
wridi^, wherein was contained an exaA ac- 
count of my adminiftration. 

CHAP. II. 

the fate of Gil Bias, after be quitted the cafik of 
Ltfvai and the bappy confequenee that attended 
the had fufxejs of bis amours. 

I Was mounted on a good horfe of my own, 
with two hundred piftoles in my portman- 
teau, the befl part of which I had got by the 
banditti whom we flew, and, the (hare of die 
three ihoufand ducats which had been ftolen 
from Samuel Simon ; for Don Alphonfo, 
without making me rcftore what I had finger- 
ed, had made rcltitution of the wht^ fom out 
of his own pocket. Wherefore, confidering 
my effects as wealth become lawful, I enjoyed 
it without fcruple, I was in poffeffion of a 
fiind, therefore, which did not allow me to be 
much concerned for the foture, over and 
above the confklence which one of my age ^'- 
ways has in his own merit: be&des, Toledo 
prefented an agreeable afylum ; .for t did n<» . 
at all'doubt that the Colint de Polan would be 
pleafed with the of)>ortunity«f obliging csie c^ 
his 

[;..i,tc(, Google 
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his deliverers with a kind reception, and an 
i^arancnt in hh houfe. Butdits nobleman I 
looked upon as my laft refource, and refolvcd, 
before I Ibould apply to him, to fpend part of 
my money in travelling through the kii^oms 
of Murcia and Grenada, which I longed par- 
ticularly to fee. With this defign, I fee out 
fdt Almanla, whence continuing my journey, 
I went from city to cky, as &r as * Grenada, 
inthout meeting with any bad accident. For- 
tune, fadsfied with having played me fo many 
tricks, feemed willing at length to leave me in 
quiet : but for all that, ihe was then batching 
a great many~more,.as will be feen in the fe- 
quel. One of the firft perfons I met in the 
ftreets of Grenada, was Stgnior Don Femand 
de LjCfVAf who was, as well as Don Alphonlb, 
fon-in-law to the Count de Polan. We we^ 
equally furprifed at -feeing one anodier. in mc 
[dacci . *• Gil Bias, (cried he,) how cotni' yo|j 
to be in this city ? What buHncfs brings y0x 
hither?" " Signior, (faid 1,) if you are afto- 
nifhed to fee me in this country, you will be 
much more fo, wiien you hear the caufe of my 
qiHtting the fervice of Signior Don Gxfar uid 
his fon." Then I recounted all that had paiE- 
ed between Sephora and me, without the leaft 
di%uife. He laughed heartily at the adven- 
ture ; .then growing ferious agun, ** Frictid^ 

* Greiudi, the ciptal of the kiagdom that htm tht Amt 
name, ii the largcft and moft pleaiknt citf in Spain, boilt oa 
the bank) of the river Darroi ihf ftat of a famoni tiniTerfitf 
Md 1m of an a(chbiSwp< 

(&id 



.„8L 



14 ADVENTURED OF 

(faid he,) I offer you my mediation in this af- 
fair, and will write to my fifter-in-law." " By 
no means, Signior, (faid I interrupting him,) 
pray don't write; for I did not leave the cattle 
of Leyva with any intention to return. Make,, 
If you pleafe, another life of the regard you. 
have for mc j and if any one of your friends 
has occafion for a fccretary or fteward, J beg_ 
you will Jpcak to him in my favour. I dare, 
afliire you, that you (hail have no caufe to re-- 
pent of your recommendation." "With, all, 
my heirt, (he replied,) I will dp what you de-, 
fire : I am come to Grenada to vifit an old aunt 
whd is fick, and I ftiall ftay here three weeks. . 
longer ; at the end of which, I Ihall fct out 
in my return to my cattle of Lorqui, where I 
have left Julia, I lodge here, ; (added he» , 
fhewing me a houfe about a hundred yards 
from us,) come and call for mc fome hours . 
hence; by which time, perhaps, I Ihall have 
difcoveied fome fuitable pott for you." 

And indeed, at our very next meeting, he 
laid, " The Archbilhop of Grenada, my kin(^ 
man and friend, wants a young man of letters^ 
poffefled of a good hand, to niake fair copies . 
of his writings ; for he i^ a great author, has 
conipofed a vaft number of homilies, and , 
ftudies more every day, which he pronounces , 
with applaufe. As I believe you. are fuch an : 
one as he wants, I propofed you to him, and 
he has promifed to take you into his fervicc. 
Go and prefent-yourfelf to him in my name; 
and you may judge by \the reception wiiich 

. . y°" 
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you fliall receivcj whether or not I have fpoke 
in your behalf." 

This was juft fuch a place as I dedred: 
wherefore having drefled to the beft advan- 
tage, in order to appear before that prelate,- I 
repaired one morning to the archbtfliop's pa- 
lace. Here was I to imitate the authors of 
romance^ I fliould give a pompous delcription 
of this epifcopal palace of Grenada: I would 
enlarge upon the ftru^ture of the building, ex~ 
lol the richnefs of the furniture, defcribe the 
ftatues and pictures, and nor fpare the readers 
the leaft tittle of the (lories they rcprcfcntcd : 
but I fhall content mylelf with obferving, that 
it equalled the royal palace in magnificence. 

I found in th^ apartments a crowd of eccle- 
fiafticks, and gentlemen of the fword, the 
greateft part whereof were the officers of his 
grace : his almoners, his gentlemen, his ulh- 
ers, and valets de chambre. The laity were, 
almoft all,, fo fuperbly drefled, that one would 
have taken them for noblemen rather than do- 
mefticks, by their haughty looks, and affec- 
tation of being men of confequence. While 
I beheld them, I could not help laughing, and - 
ridiculing them within myfelf. " Egad, (faid 
I,) thefe people ilre very happy in bearing the 
yi^e of fervitude without feeling itj for, in 
Ihort, if they fek it, I imagine that their belu- 
viour would be lets affuming." Addre0ing 
myfelf to a grave jolly perfonage, that ftood. 
at the door of the archbifhop's clofet^ in order 
to open and ihut it when there was occafion : 
lafiicd 
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I afked civilly if I could not fpcak with his 
grace. ** Wait (faid he drily) till his grace 
comes out to go to ma(s, and he wil! give you 
a moment's audience in paffing. I armed my- 
felf mth patience, and endeavoured to etvcer 
into converfacion with fome of the officers: 
but they began to e;6imine me from head to 
foot, without deigning to fpeak one fyllablej 
and then looked at one another, fmiling with 
diidain, at the liberty which I had taken, to 
mingle in their dilcourle. I was, I own, quite 
difconcerted at feeing myfelf treated in this 
manner by valets; and had fcarce rea)lle£led 
myfelf from the confufion in which I was, 
when the cloiet door opened, and the arch- 
bifhop appeared. 

Immediately a profound filence prevailed 
among his officers, who, all of a fudden, laid 
afide their inlblent carriage, and affamed a 
refpeftful look in' prefence of their mafter. 
This prelate was in his fixty and ninth year, 
pretty much of the make of my uncle the canon 
Gil Perez i that is, plump and fliort : he was 
very much bandy ie^ed into the bargain, 
and fo bald, that he had only a fmall tun of 
hair remaining on the back part of his head ; 
for which rcafon, he was obliged to cover his 
head in a fine Woollen cap with long eara. In 
fpite of all tha^ I obferved in him the air of a 
man of quality; doubdefe, becaufe I 'knew 
him to be one. We common people look upr 
on all your great noblemen with a |»vpoflefiion 
that 
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that often gives them an air of greatncls which 
nature ha5> refufed. 

The archbifliDp inrimadiately advancing ttv- 
wards me, afked what I waneed, with a voice 
full of fweetnefs : and I told him, that I was 
the young rrran of whom Don Fernuid de 
Leyva had {pake to hiisu He gave mc no 
time to proceed; bat cried, '* O! you arc 
the perfon then of whom he fpoke fo hand- 
iwnely. 1 retwn you in my fcirvice: you are 
a'valuable acquifition. You may ftay where 
you are." So faj^ng, he went out, fupported 
by two uihers, after having heard fome cler- 
gymen, who had f(unething to contmunicate. 
Scdrcc was he out of the room, when the &me 
officers wh» difdained my converCudon, now 
courted it. They furrounded me, and with 
^ utmoft comptaiiance exprefled tiieir joy, 
at ieetng me become a commeni'ii] officer <^ 
Ae palace. Having heard- what their msAer 
iud to me, they had a lon^ng defire to know 
on what footing [ was retained : but I was fy 
malicious as to baulk their curioTuy, in revenge 
fer thfii- contempt. 

His grace returning in a little time, made 
me follow him into his ciofet, that he might 
talk with me in private. I. concluded, that 
his dcfign in fo ooing, was to try my under- 
ftanding; and, accordingly, kept myfelf on 
my guard, and waa refolvcd to weigh every , 
word befwe I ftiould %eak it. He firft of ^ 
examined me, on what is called humanity ; 
and I did not .anfwcr amifs : he had occafien 
to 
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to fee, that I was pretty well acquvnted with 
the Greek and .Latin authors. He then put 
me upon logick, where I expefted him, and 
found me quite m^ler of thac fubjeft. " Your 
education (faid he lo me, widi fomc furprize) 
has not been neglcftcd: let us now fee your 
hand-writing." I thereupon took out of my 
pocket a fhect^ which I had brought for the 
purpofe ; and the prelate feemed very well . 
pleafed with my performance. *' I am fatif- 
fied with your hand, (cried he,) and ftill more' 
.with your, underftanding. 1 ftjall thank my 
nephew Don Fcrnand for having given me 
fuch an able- youug man, whom I look upon 
as a real prefent." - 

Being interrupted by the arrival of fomc ■ 
.noblemen of Grenada, who came to dine with 
the archbifliop, I kft them together, and witlt- 
.drcw among the officers, who were quite pro- 
fufe in their complaifance to me. I went to 
dinner with them at the ufual time ; and if they 
obferved me at table, I did not fail to examine 
jthem alfo. What fagacicy there is in the ex- 
teriors of churchmen ! To me they appeared 
.all faints j fo much was my . mind over-awed 
by the place where I was: and I did not fo 
much, as fufpeft, that there could be any falfe 
money in the cafcj as if no fuch thing was even 
feen among the princes of the- church. 

Being /cated by an old valet dc chambre, 
whofc name was Melchior de la Ronda, he 
took great care to help me to the choice bits j 
and this attention which he exprefffd for me. 
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inipiring me with ^ relpcft for him, he was 
charm^ with my polite behaviour. ** Stgnior 
cavalier, (faid he foftly to me, after dinner,) 
I want to Tiave feme private convcrfiition wirii 
you." At the Jame time, he carried me to a 
part of the palace, where nobody coutd over- 
hear us ; and there talked to me in this man- 
ner: " Son, from the very firft moment in 
which 1 faw you, I felt an inclination for you : 
of this I will give you a certain proof, by im- 
parting fomething which may be of great ad- - 
vantage to you. You arc here in a family, 
where true and falle devotees live pell-mell j 
fo that it will be an infinite time before you 
can of yourlelf^ be acquainted with the ground. 
But I will (pare you fuch a tedious and dif- 
-agreeablc ftudy, by difcovcring the charafters 
■of both J after which, you may the more eafily 
condudt yourfclf. 

I will begin (added he) with his grace, who 
is a very pious prelate, incelTantly employed 
in edifying and reforming the people, by ftr- 
mons of his own compoficion full of excellent' 
morals. He quitted the court about twenty 
years ago, in order tw devote himfelf en- 
tirely to his zeal for his fiock. He is a 
learned man and a great orator, whofe folc 
plcafure confifls in preaching, ^nd his hearers 
are ravilhed with admiration. Perhaps there 
is 3 little vanity in the cafe : but befides that 
it does not belong to man to penetrate the 
heart ; it would be ungrateful in me to inquire 
into the faults of a perfon whofe bread 1 eat. 
If 
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If I was i>Qfniicted to difapprovc of any thing 
in my mafter I would blame hk fcverhy. In- 
ftead of makmg an aHowancc for ecclefiaftical 
foibl«, tie ponillies them with too niuch ri- 
gour: in fraiticular, he profecotcs, without 
mercy, thofe who, relying on their innocence, 
attempt to juftify themfelres in a legal manner, 
in contempt of his authority. I otifervc an- 
other fault which is common to him with a great 
many people of quality: although he loves his 
domefticks, he makes no confideration for their 
fcrvices^ but lets diem grow old, without 
ever thinking, of procuring for them fome ' 
fmall fettlcment. If he gives them gratifica- 
tions fometimes, they owe them folcly to the 
goodnefe of fomebody who has fpoken in their 
behalf: for it would never come into his head 
to provide for them otherwifc." 

This is what the old valet de chsnbre to\d 
me of his mafter; and he afterwards commu- 
nicated his thoughts of the dcrgymen with 
whom we had dined; pi6tnres which but iH 
agreed with their external deportment. In- 
deed he did not reprelent them, as dlfhoneft 
men, but only as bad priefls ; excepting fome, 
however, whofe virtue he very much extolled. 
I was no Iqnger at a lofs how to regulate my 
features among thofe gendemen: that very 
evening at fuRper, I, like them, .aflumed a 
fage a^ft; a tafk that cofts nothing: fo that 
we muft not wonder that there are fo many 
hypocrites in the. world. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. in. 

Gii BJai becomes the favourite <f tbt MrchHfl}^, 
and the canal of Ms hmty. 

I Had been in the ^emoon, to fetch my 
baggage and horle &om the inn where I had 
Kiged; after which I returned to fupper at 
the palace, where I found a very handlbme 
chamber, and a domi-bcd, prepared for .me. 
His grace ordord me to be called early next 
morning i and gave me a homily to tranfcribc, 
injoining me to cc^y it with all poflible ex-. 
a£tnefs. This I pcFformed minutely, without 
having for^t cither accent, point, w comma; 
fo that the joy he exprefled was mingled with 
furprize. *' Good heaven ! (cried he in a 
traafport, when he had furveyed all the fheeti 
<rf' my -copy,) vras ever any thing fcen fo correS ? 
You tranfcribe To well that you muft c^ttinly 
underfiand grammar. Tell me ingenuoufly, 
my &iend, have you feund nothing that fhock- 
ed you in writii^ it over ? Some negledt, per- 
haps, in the ftylcj or improper term !" " O, 
Sir, (^fwered I, with an air of modefty,) I am 
not learned enough to make critical ob&rva- 
tions ; and if I was, I am perfuadcd tlut the 
works of your grace would efcape my cenfurc." 
The prelate fmiled at my reply j and, though. 
he iaid nothing, difcovered through all his piety, 
that he was a downright author. 

By this kind of Battery, I entirely guned 
his good graces, became more and more dear- 
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to him every dayj and at length underfiood 
from Don Fcmand, who vifited him very of- 
ten, that I was fo much beloved, I might look' 
upon my fortune as already made. This my 
mailer himfelf confirmed to me, a little time 
after, on the following occafion. One even- 
ing he repeated in his clofet, when I was pre- 
fcnt, with great enthunafm, _ an homily which 
he intended to pronounce the next day in the 
cathedral; and, not fatisfied with aiking my 
opinion of it in general, obliged me .to fingle 
out the particular paflages which I moft: ad- 
mired. I had the good luck to mention thole 
that he himfelf looked upon to be the belt, his 
own favourite morceaus ; by which means I 
pafled, in his judgment, for a man who had a 
delicate knowledge of the true boaufies of a 
work. " This is (cried he,) what is called 
having tafte and ientiment i well, friend, { 
affure thee thou haft not got Bosotian ears."' 
In a word, he was fo well fatisfied with me, 
that he pronounced with fome vivacity, " Gii 
Bias, henceforth give thyfelf no uneafinefs about 
thy fortune : I undertake to make it extremely 
agreeable; I love thee; and, as a proof of my 
afteflion, make thee my confident." 

I no fooner heard thefe words than I fell at 
Ris grace's feet, quite penetrated with grati- 
tude ; I heartily embraced his bandy legs, and 
looked upon myfelf as a man on the high way 
to wealth and opulence. " Yes, my child, 
(refumed the archbiOiop, whofe difcourfc had 
been interrupted by my proftration,) thoufliak 
be 
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be the repofitory of my mod fecret thoughw, 
Uflen with attention to what I am going 'to 
fay: my chief pleafure confifts in preaching; 
the Lord gives a blefling to my homilies j they 
touch the hearts of Tinners, make them fe- 
rioufly reSeit on their condud, and have re- 
courfe to repcnCince. vl have fomctimes the 
fatisfaftion to fee a mifcr terrified by the ima- 
ges which I reprefent to his avarice, open his 
trealiires, and ibuander them with a prodigal 
hand. I have alio tore, as it were, the Epicu- 
rean from his pleafures, filled hermitages with 
the fons of ambition, and confirmed in her du- 
ty the wife who has been Ihaken by the allure- 
ments of a feducing lover. Thefe converfions, 
which are frequent, ought of themfrlves to ex- 
cite my ftudyj neverthelefs, I will confefs my 
weakneis } I propole to myfclf another reward, 
a reward which the delicacy of my virtue re- 
proaches me with in vain ! I mean the cfteem 
that the: world Ihews for fine poliflicd writing, 
The"honour of being reckoned a perfeft orator 
has charmed my imagination; my perform- 
ances are thought equally ftrong and delicate ; ' 
but I would, of all things, avoid the feult of 
good authors who write too long, and retire 
without forfeiting the leaft titde of my reputa- 
tion. ' Wherefore, my dear Gil Bias, (conti- 
nued the prelate,) one thing that I exafl: of thy 
zeal is, whenever thou fhalt perceive my pen 
fmack of old. age, and my genius flag, don't 
fail to advertife me of it: for I don't truil to' 
my own judgmenj, which jnay be ftduced by 
fcH- 
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fcJf-loTe. That <rfjfcrvatbn muft proceed from 
•difintereftcd underftanding» and i make choice 
of duoc> trluch I know is good; refolved to 
ftand to thy decifion." " Thank hearen. 
Sir, (fiiid I,) that period is far off: befides, a ■ 
genius like that of your grace will prcfcrve 
its vigour much better than any other ; or to 
fpeak more j^ftly, will be always the fame. I 
look upon you as another cardind Ximeaes, 
whole fuperior genius, inftead of being we^dc- 
enoJ by age, feemed to receive new ftrerigth: 
from it." " No flartery, friend, (fkid he, in- 
terrupdng me,) I know, I am liable to fink oil 
at oatx : people at my ^ begin to feel inBr- 
mities, and die inftrmides of the body often 
a(k& the imderfUnding. I repeat it to thee 
again, Gil Bias, as fben as thou fhalt judge 
mine in the kail impaired, be fure to give m* 
notice i and be not afraid of faking freely 
and fincerely, for I Ihall receive thy advice as 
a marie c/thy affe^on.. Besides, thy interell 
is concerned i if, unhappily for tlice, it ilsHJld 
come to 'my ears, diat the publick fiiys my 
difcourfes have no longer their wonted foroe^ 
and dtat \t is high time fen* me ta Ttpo& my- 
felf; I frankly declare that thou Ihalt loTc my 
friendihip, as well as the fortune I have pro- 
miied. Such will be ttw fruit of thy fooltfii 
refervc 1" 

Here my patron left off fpeakin^ in order 

to hear my reply, whidi was a promife to 

behave according to his defire. Frc»n thu 

monneot he concoilcd nodiuig from me, 1 be^ ' 

came 
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ctme his favourite ; an event which none of 
his domeftics, except Melchior de la Ronda, 
coulfl perceive without envy. It was a divert- 
ing fcene to behold the manner in which the 
gentlemen and fquires then lived with the con- 
fident of his grace: they were not afhamed 
to be guilty of groveling meanefles, in order 
to captivate my good will. I could fcarce be- 
lieve they were Spaniards; though I did them 
good offices, without being the dupe of 
their felfifh complaifance. His grace the arch- 
bilhop, at my requeft, exerted himftlf in their 
favour: to one he procured a company, and 
put him in a condition to make a figure in the 
army. Another he fcnt to Mexico, to take 
pofleflion of a confiderable poll which he had 
obtained for him ; and my friend Melchior, 
through my means, enjoyed a handfome gra- 
tification. This condelccnfion convinced me, 
that though the prelate did not anticipate 
people's defires, he rarely refufcd any favour 
that was alked. 

But what I did for a certain prieft deierves, 
in my opinion, to be told: one day, a licenti- 
ate, whofe name was Lewis Garcia, a young 
man of a very good appearance, was prefented 
tome by our ftewardj who faid, "Signbr 
Gil Bias, this honeft clergyman is one of my 
bed friends j he was chaplain of a nunnery ; 
and his virtue has not cfcaped fcandal : fomc 
people have done him ill offices with his grace, 
who has fufpendcd him, and is unhappily fo 
much prejudiced againft him, that he will 
Vol. III. C liftcD 
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lifl-eti to no felicitation in his behalf. We have 
employedj to no purpofr, ail the perlbns of rank 
in Grenada, to beg that he may be re-eftablilh- 
ed i but our mailer is quite inflexible." 

" Gentlemen (faid I) you have gone the 
wrong way to work j it would have been better 
for Mr. Licentiate if no folicitation had been 
made; for in their endeavours to fcrve him, 
they have done him a manifeft injury. I am 
well acquainted with his grace; jntreaties and 
■ recommendations ferve only to aggravate, in 
his opinion, the fault of an ecclefiaftic. It was 
but t'other day I heard him fay to himfelf, 
" The more people a pricft, who has been 
guilty of irregularity, engages to fpeak to mc 
in his behalf, the more is the fcandal aug- 
mented, and the more feverity do I excrcile." 
*' That is unfortunate (replied the fteward),' 
and my friend would be very much embarraff- 
ed, if he was not blefled with a good hand : hap- 
pily for liim, he writes to admiration; and, 
by the help of that talent, keeps himfelf out 
of difficuhies." I was curious to fee if this 
writing, fo much extolled, was much better 
than my own : and the licentiate, who had a 
Ipecimen in his pocket, (hewed me a page 
that 1 admired very much, for it looked like 
a writing mafter's copy. While I confidered 
this beautiful performance, a thought coming 
into my head, I defired Garcias to leave the 
paper, telling him that 1 might poSibly make 
fomc ule of it, that would turn out to his ad- 
vantagCi chat 1 could not explain myfelf at 
that 
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that time, but would next day tell him more 
of the matter. The licentiate, to whom, in 
all probability, the fteward had made an elo- 
giumofmy genius, withdrew as much fatis- 
fied as if he had been already re-inftated in 
his office. I was truly defirous that he might 
be fo; and that fame day laboured for him in 
the following manner: being alone with the 
archbilhop, I fliewed him the writing ofGar- 
cias, with which my patron feemed quite 
charmed: then laying hold of the opportu- 
nity, " Sir (faid I to him), fince you won't caufe 
your homilies to be printed, I with they were 
at leaft written in this hand/' " I am fatisfied 
with thine (anfwered the prelate), but I own 
I fliould not be forry to have a cppy of my 
work in that hand." " Your Grace (I repli- 
ed) has nothing to do but to fpeak : the man 
who paitits fo well is a licentiate of my ac- 
quaintance, who will be raviftied to do that 
ftrvice for you ; the more, becaufe by thefc 
means he m^y incereft your goodhefs in ex- 
tricating him from the melancholy fituation in 
which he has the misfortune to be atprefent." 

The prelate did not fail to afk the name of 
the licentiate: upon which I faid, " He is 
called Lewis Garcias, and is in defpair on ac- 
count of having incurred your diipieafurfe," 
" That Garcias (faid he, interrupting me) 
was, if I am not miftaken, chaplain to a con- 
vent of nuns, and lies under the cenfure of the 
church: 1 remember fome informations that 
I received againlt; him : his morals are hut in- 
C 2 difFcicnt," 
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different." " Sir, faid I, (interrupting him in 
my turn,) I will not undertake to juftify him ; 
but I know he has enemies; and pretends, 
that the authors of thole informations which 
you have feen, were more bent upon doing 
him ill offices than on telling the truth." 
" That may be (replied the archbiihop) ; there 
are abundance of very dangerous diipofitions 
in this world. Befides, granted that his con- 
du£t has not beeq always irreproachable, hc 
may have repented of his miJbehaviour j and 
in (hort, there is mercy for every tranfgref- 
fion. Bring the licentiate hither j I take off 
his fufpenfion." 

Thus it is, that the moft fevere men abate 
of their fcverity, when more dear felf-intereft 
is concerned. The archbiihop granted, with- ■ 
out -difficulty, to the vain pleafure of having 
his works well writ, that which he had refufed 
to the moft powerful fohcitations. 1 carried 
the news immediately to the fteward, who im- 
parted them to his friend Garclas ; who, the 
very next day, coming to make an acknow- 
ledgrhent of thanks fuitable to the favour ob- 
tained, I prefentcd him to my mafter, who 
contented himfelf with reprimanding him 
(lightly, and gave him the homilies to tran- 
fcribe. Garcias acquitted himfelf fo well, 
that he was re-eftab)iflied in his miniftry, 
and even obtained the living of Gabia, a. 
large market-town in the neighbourhood of 
Grenada. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The archhift}cp is fazed with a fit cf the apoplexy. 
The dilemma in -which Gil Bias found himfelf; . 
and the method he took to be extricated. 

WHILE I thu^beftowed my fcrvice oa 
different people, Eton Femand being 
about to leave Grenada, I vifited that noble- 
nnan before his departure, in order to thank, 
him anew. Cor the excellent poft which he had 
procured for mc. I appeared to him fo well 
ferisfied with my condition, that he faid, 
*' My dear Gil Bias, I am raviftied to find 
thee fo well pleafed with my uncle the arch- 
bilhop." " I am charmed with him (I re- 
plied), and /hall never be able to Ihew myfelf 
grateful enough for his generofity to me. No- 
3iing lefs could have confoled me for the lols 
of Don Cjefar and his fon." " I am pcrfuaded 
(anfwered he) that they are both extremely 
'mortified at your abfcnccj but, perhaps, you 
are not feparated for ever: fortune may one 
day bring you together again." Melted by 
thefe words, I fighed, and found at that in- 
ftant my love for Don Alphonfo fo great, that 
I would have willingly abandoned the arch- 
biOiop, with all the agreeable hopes he had 
^ven me, to return to the caftle of Leyva, if 
the obftacle that baniflied me from it had been 
removed. Don Fernand perceived the emo- 
tions of ray foul, which pleaftd him fo much, 
that he cnnbraced me with affection, and afllir- 
C 3 ed 
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cd me that his whole family would always . 

bear a part in mydcftiny. 

Twq months after this gentleman's depar- 
ture, in the very zenith of my favour, we had 
a hot alarm in the epifcopal palace: the arch- 
bilhop was felzed wich a fit of the apoplexy j 
he was, however, fuccoiued immediately, and 
fuch falutary medicines adminiftered, that in a 
tew aays his'healih was re-eftabliJhed: but his 
underftanding had received a rude fhock, 
which I plainly perceived in the very next dif- 
courfe which he compofed. I did not^ how- 
ever, find the difference between this and the 
reft lb fenCble, as to make me conclude that 
the orator began to flag; and waited for an- 
other homily to fix my rcfolution. This indeed 
was quite dccifive; fometimes the good old 
prelate repeated the famething over and over; 
fometimes rofe too high, or funk too low: it 
was a vague difcourfe, the rhetoric of an old 
profeflbr, a mere capucinade*. 

1 was not the only perfon who took notice 
of this: the greateft part of the audience, 
when he pronounced it, as if they had been alfo 
hired to examine it, faid foftly to one another, 
" This fermon fmells flrong of the apoplexy." 
Come, mafter homily- critic (faid I then to 
■myleif) prepare to do your office: you fee 
that his grace begins to fail: it is your duty to 
give him notice of it, not only as the depofi- 
tory of his thoughts, but likewife, left fomc 
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one of his friends Ihould be free enough with 
' him to prevent you : in tliat cafe you know 
what would happen : your name would be era- 
fed fronn his lift will, in which ihers is, doubt- 
lefs, a better legacy provided for you, than 
the library of the licentiate SediUo. 

After thefe refleftions, I made others of a 
quite contrary nature. To give the notice in 
qucftion, feemed a delicate point: I imagined 
that it might be ill received by an author 
like him, conceited of his own worksj but 
rejc6ting this fuggeftton, I reprefcnted to nny- 
felf, that he could not poffibly take it amifs, 
after having exacted it of me in lb preffing a 
manner. Add to. this, that I depended upon 
my being able to mention it with addrefs, and 
make him fwallow the pill without reluftance. 
In a word, finding that I ran a greater rifque 
in keeping filence than tn breaking it, 1 de- 
termined to fpeak. 

The only thing that embarrafTed me now, 
was how to break the ice. Luckily the ora- 
tor himlelf extricated me from that difficulty, 
by aflcingwhat people faid of him, and if they 
were fatisfied with his laft difcourfe. I an- 
fwered, that his homilies were always ad- 
mired, but in my opinion, the Uft had not 
fucceeded fo well as the reft, in affefting the 
audience. " How, fncnd! (replied he, with 
altonifhment) has it, met with any Arif- 
tarchus*?" " No, fir (faid I) by no means: 

• Ariftiicliul, a greil ctiiic In fv time of Pcoltmy PhJIadcI- 
pbm, 

C 4 fuch 
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fuch works as your's are ■ not to be criticized; 
every body is charmed with them. Neverthc- 
lefs, fince you have laid your injun&ions upon 
me to be free and fincere, J will take the 
liberty to tell you, that your laft difcourfc, 
in my judgment, has not altogether the ener- 
gy of your other performances. Arc not you 
of the fame opinion?" 

My mafter grew pale at thefe words; and 
faid with a forced fmile, " So then, Mr. Gil 
Bias, this piece is not to your tafte?" " I 
don't fiy fo. Sir, cried I, quite difconcerted : 
I think it excellent, although a little inferior 
to ycur other works." " ] underftand you 
(he replied) you think I flag, don't you,? 
Come, be plain: you believe it is time for me 
to think of retiring," " I 0ioutd not have 
been fo bold (faid I) as to fpeak fo freely, if 
your grace had not commanded me: I do no 
more, therefore, than obey you: and I moft ■ 
humbly beg that you will not be oSended at 
my freedom." " God forbid (cried he, with 
precipitation), God forbid that I fliould find 
fault with it. In fo doing, I fhould be very 
unjuft. I don't at dl take it ill that you fpeak 
your ftntiment; it is yourYentiment only chat ■ 
I find bad. I have been moft egregioully de- 
ceived in'your narrow underftanding." 

Though I was difconcerted, i endeavoured 
to find fome mitigation, in order to let things 
to rights again : but how is it poflible to ap- 
peafe an incenfed author, one cfpecially who 
has been accuftomed to hear himfelf praifed? 
" Say 
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« Say no more, my child, faid he: you are yec 
too raw to make proper diftinftions. Know, 
that I never compofed a better homily than 
that which you difapprove; for my genius 
(thank heaven) hath, as yet, loft nothing of 
its vigour. Henceforth I will make a better 
choice of a con6dent, and keep one of greater 
ability than you. Go (added he, pufliing 
me by the fhoulders out of his clofec), go tell 
my treafurer to give you a hundred ducats, 
and may heaven conduft you with that fum. , 
Adieu, Mr. Gil Bias, I wiJh you all manner of 
profperity, with a Httle more lafte." 

CHAP. V. 

fbeftep that Gil Bias took after the archbijhop 
had difmiffed him . His accidental meeting with 
tbt licentiate who had been Jo much obliged to ^- 
bim; with the gratitude of that fr left . 

I Went out of the clofet, curfing the caprice, 
or rather weaknels of the archb'lhop, and 
more enraged againft him than afflifted at 
the lofs of his favour. I even doubted fome 
time, if I fliould go and touch my hundred 
ducats; but, after mature deliberation, I was 
not fool enough to refufe them. 1 confidered, 
that this money would not deprive me of the 
right of ridiculing the prelate j in which, I 
was relblved not to be wanting, as often as 
his homilies fhould be brought upon the car- 
pet, in my prcrcrice. 

I went, therefore, and demanded the hun- 
dred ducats of die treafurer, wiiheut msntion- 
C 5 ing 
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ing a fingle word of what had happened be- 
tween hismaftcrand me: and wen: afterwards 
in qucft of Melchior dc la Ronda, to bid him 
an eternal adieu. He loved mc too much to 
be inftnfible of my misfortune, which while I 
recounted, I perceived that grief was painted 
on his countenance. In fpite of all the rcfpedt 
he owed the archbifhop, he could not help 
blaming his bekaviour. But as I fwore in my 
rage that the prelate (hould pay for it, and 
that I would make the whole town merry at 
his expence, the fage Melchior faid to me, 
" Beiievc me, my dear Gil Bias, you had 
better fupprcfs your rcfentment. People of 
an inferior rank ought always to relpeft perlbns 
of quality, whatever cau^ they may have 
given them to complain. There are, I own, 
fome very mean noblemen, who fcarce defcrve 
the leaft confidcration; but, as they have the 
power of doing . mifchief, they are to. be 
feared." 

I thanked the old valet de chambre for his 
good advice, which I promifed to obferve. 
" If you go (faid he) to Madrid, you fhall 
vifit jofeph Navarro, my nephew, who is 
clerk of the kitchen to Si^ior Don Balthazar 
deZuniga; and, I dare fay, a young man 
worthy of your friendlhip, frank, brilk, ob- 
liging, and forward to ferve his friends: 1 wilh 
thai he and you may become acquainted." 
I anl'wered, that I would not fail to wait on 
this Jofeph Navarro, on my firft arrival at 
, Madrid, whither 1 was determined to go. I 
then 
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then quitted the archbifiiop's palace, with an 
intent never to let foot in it again. If I had 
ftill been in potTeflion of my horfc, I (hould 
have, perhaps, fet out immediately for Toledo ; 
but I had fold him while I was in favour, be- 
lieving that I Ihould have no farther occafion 
for his Jervice. I hired a forniflied room, re- 
folving to ftay a month at Grenada, and ■ then 
repair to the Count de Polan. 

As dinner-time approached, 1 aiked of my 
landlady, if there was not an eating-houfe in 
the neighbourhood i and (he anfwering, that 
there was an excellent one ■ a few fteps from her 
houfe, where there was very good accommo- 
dation, and a great deal of good com^iany; I 
made her fliew me the place, and going thither 
a little after, was direfled into a large hall, 
which bore Ibme refcmbiance to a reteftory* 
Ten or twelve people fat at a large table, co- 
vered with a dirty cloth, converfing with one 
another, while every one ate his own Uccle 
portion. My mefs was likewife brought, 
which, at another time, would, doubtlefs, have 
made me regret the table 1 had loft; bur I 
was then, fo much piqued againfl: the arch- 
bilhop, that the fcanty allowance of my eating- 
houfe fcemrd preferable to the good cheer I 
had enjoyed in his palace. I condemned a 
variety of diShes, and arguing like the dodtor 
of Valladolid, Unhappy are thofc (faid I to. 
myfelf), who frequent fuch pernicious tables, 
where one muft continually be ^on his guard 
againft fenfuality, for fear of ovyloiding his 
.. C 6 ftomach 
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ftomach. Can one eat too little? in my ill 
humour, I praifird thofe very aphorifms I had 
hitherto very much neglcded. 

While I difpatched my commons, without 
fear of exceeding the bounds of temperance, 
the licentiate, Lewis Garcias, now become vi- 
car of Gabia, in the manner already related, 
came into the hail. He no fooner perceived 
me than he came running to falute me with 
the iitmoft eagernefs, or rather with all the 
expreflioha of exccffive joy. He hugged me 
cloft, and I was obHged to undergo a very 
long compliment on the fervice 1 had done 
him. He fatigued me with his demonftra- 
tions of graytude. " 'Fore gad, my dear 
patron, fincc 1 have had the good fortune to 
meet you here, we Ihan't part without a glafs; 
but as there is no good wine in this eating- 
houfe, 1 will carry you, if you pleafe, after 
our fcanty repaft, to a place where I will treat 
you with a bottle of fine dry Lucena, and a 
glafs" of fine Mufcadine of Foncarrch We 
muft certainly commit that debauch. 1 wiih 
I had the happincfs of enjoying you a few 
days only, at my perfonage at Gabia. There 
you ftioald be received like a generous Mae- 
cenas, to whom 1 owe the quiet and eafy life 
I lead." 

While he talked to me in this manner, his 
allowance was fcrved, and he went to work, 
without ceafing, however, to entertain me, 
at interval with fomething which he thought 
would flatter my vanity. ■■ I laid hold of this 
• ■ 6 oppor- 
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qjpominity to fpeak in my ttfrnj and as he 
did not forget to enquire about his friend the 
fteward, I made no myftery of my leaving 
the archbilhop's fcrvicc. I even related to 
him the moft minute circumftance of my dif- 
grace, to which he liftened with great atten- 
tion. After what he had faid to ine> who 
would not have expected to hear him, pene- 
trated with the moft grateful forrow, exclum 
againft the archbilhop i But this was the far- 
theft thing fi^m his thoughts. He grew in- 
different and penfive, finilhed his dinner with- 
out fpcaking a word, then rifing fuddenly from 
table, bid me good b'w'ye, in a cool manner, 
and difappeared. The ungrateful wretch feeing 
me no longer in a condition to ferve him, 
ipared himfelf even the trouble of concealing 
his (entiments. I laughed at his ingratitude, 
and looked on him with all the contempt he 
deferved ; called ti> him aloud, that I might 
be heard, " Holloa ! you fage chaplain of 
nuns, go and give orders to cool that delici- 
ous wine of JLucena, with which you have 
promilcd to regale me." 

CHAP. VI. 

Gil Bias goes to Jee a flay at Grenada. ISs 
ajionijhmettt at theftght of one of the aSh'eJJis ; 
and the conjequences of that event. 

GARCIAS was no fooncr out of the hall, 
than two well drel&d cavaliers came in 
and fax. down by me j they began to talk of 
the 
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the players of the Grenada Company, and of 
i new comedy which was then on the ftage. 
This piece, according to their difcourfe, made 
a great noife in the city j and I refblved to go 
and fee it that very day j for I had not been 
at a play finc'e my arrival at Grenada. As I 
Had almoft all we time lived in the arch- 
bifhop's palace, where that diverfion was ana- 
thematized, I had taken care'not to indulge 
■ that pleafiire, but amuled myfclf entirely with 
my mailer's homilies. 

■ I repaired, therefore, at the proper time, to 
the play-houfe, where I found a numerous 
affemblvi overheard all around me, diflcm 
rations on the piece, before it began, and ob- 
ferved that every body undertook to criticize 
it. One perfon declared himfclf for, another 
againft the. performance. " Was there ever a 
work better compofed ?" faid one on my right. - 
"What a pitirul ftyle !" cried one on my left. 
Truly, if there' are a good many bad authors, 
it muft be allowed there are ftill a greater 
number of wretched critics : and when I con- 
fider the mortifications that dramatic poets- 
muft undergo, 1 am aftoniflied that there are 
any fo bold as to brave the ignorance of the 
multitude, and the dangerous cenfure of wit- 
lings, who fometimes corrupt the judgment 
ofthe public. 

At length the Graciofo • prefented himfelf 
to open the fcene. He wai falutedj on his 
firft appearance, with a general clap ; by which 

• AfaioatttOor. 

Iper- 
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I perceived that he was one of thofe fpoiicd 
adors, in whom the pit pardons every thing. 
And, indeed, this player did not ipeak one 
word, nor perform one gcfture, without at- 
trafting applaufe. The audience made him 
too fenfible of the pleafure they had in feeing 
him on the ftage j and he abufed their favour 
accordingly. I perceived that he ibmetimes 
forgot himfelf in the middle of a fcene, and 
put their prepofleffion in his behalf to too ■ 
fevere a proof: for they would often have 
done him juftice, had they hifled inftead of 
extolling him to the ikies. 

There was likewife 'a clapping of hands at 
the appearance of fome other aftors, and in 
particular of an aftrefs, who performed the 
part of a waiting-woman i whom, having con- 
fidered with attention, no terms can exprefs 
my furprize when I recolled:cd in her the 
perfon of Laurftj my dear Laura ! whom I 
ftill believed to be in the fervicc of Arfenia at 
Madrid. I could not doubt that it wasfhei 
her fliape, her features, the found of her voice, 
every thing aflured me that I was not mif. 
taken. Ncverthelcfs, as if I had millrufted 
the evidence of my eyes and cars, I alkcd her 
name of a cavalier, who lat by me. " Hey ! 
(faid he) from whence come you ? It feems 
you arejuft arrived, fince you don't know the 
fair EfteUa." 

The refemblance was too perfcft for me to 

be' deceived by this difguife j I could cafily 

conceive, that l-aura, when flie changed her 

con- 
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condition, had alfo altered her name; and cu- 
rious to know her fituation, for the public is 
generally pretty well acquainted with the af- 
feirs of pcrfons in her fphere, I begged to 
know of the fame man, if this tftella had 
not fome gallant of importance. He an- 
fwered, that a Porrugnefe nobleman, called 
the Marquis de Mariulva, who had been about 
two months at Grenada, was at a confiderable 
oipenrc on her account. He might have told 
me a great deal more, if I had not'been afraid 
of fatiguing him with queftions. I was more 
engro&d by the news which this cavalier had 
told me, than by the reprefemation of the 
play J and if any body had aflted the fubjeft 
of the piece, when 1 came out, he would have 
embarralled me not a little ; I did nothing 
but mufe upon Laura, or Eftella, and firmly 
refolved to go and vifit her next day; though 
I was not without anxiety about the reception 
I Ihould meet with. I had reafon to believe, 
that the fight of me would not yield her much 
pleafure in this brilliant fituation of her af- 
fairs; nay, I imagined that fuah a good ac- 
trefs,. in order to revenge herfelf upon one, 
with whom fhe had certainly caufe to be dif- 
'farisfied, wouW probably difcUim his acquain- 
tance. All this did not dilTuade me from 
my defign of going. After a (light repaft 
(for fijch only my eating-houfe aflTorded) I 
went home to my lodging, where I waited 
impatiently for the next d^y. 

I aept 
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I flept little that night, and got up before 
the {un ; but as I concluded that a noble- 
man's miftrefs would not be vifible fo early, I 
fpent three or four hours in dfcSing, Ihaving, 
powdering, and perfuming; refolving to pre- 
fent myfcLf before her, in fuch a condition, as 
would give her no cauft to blulh at feeing me 
again. I failied out about ten o'clock, and 
repaired to her lodging, to which I received 
a dire£tion, at the houfe where the players 
lived. She poflcffed the chief apartment of 
a large houfe i the door of which being open- 
ed to me, by a chambermaid, I told her that . 
I wanted to Ipeak with dame Eftella. The 
maid went ed fignify my defire, and I im- 
mediately heard, her miftreis pronounce, with 
a loud voice, " Who is the young man ? what 
does he want? Let him come in." By this I 
concluded, that I had chofen an unfeaibnable 
time for my vifit, that her Portuguefe lover 
was at her toilet, and that her reafon for fpeak- 
ing fo loud, was to perfuade him that flie ap* 
ver received fufpefted mcffages. My con. 
jefture was true; the Marquis de Marialva 
commonly palled the morning in her com- 
pany; and I expeded a very difagreeabk 
compliment, when this truly original aftreft 
feeing me appear, ran tgi me with open arms, 
crying, "Ah! my dear brother! is it you?" 
And with theic words, embraced me fcveral 
times. Then turning to her gallant, " My 
lord (faid fhe), pardon tne for yielding to the 
force of blood in your prefence. After an ab- 
fcnce 
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fence of three years, I cannot behold a bro- 
ther^ whom I tenderly love, witKout giving 
him fome marks of my affeftion. Well, my 
dear Gil Bias (continued (he, addreffing me 
anew), tell nne fome news of my femily ; in 
what condition did you leave it ?" 

This queftion embarrafled mc at.firft; but 
I foon diicovered Laura's intention, and le- 
conding her artifice, anfwered with an air 
fuitcd to the fcenc we had to ait, " Thank 
heaven, filter, our parents- are in good health." 
"I don't doubt (Ihe replied) that you are 
. aftoniflicd to find mc an aftrcfs at Grenada; 
but do not condemn mc unheard. Three years 
ago, as you remember, my father thought he 
had fettled me to advantage, by giving me in 
marriage to Captain Don Antonio Coello, who 
carried me from the Afturias to Madrid, where 
he was born. Six months after our arrival in 
that city, having had an affair of honour 
brought upon him by his own violent hu- 
mour, he killed a cavalier, who had taken it 
in his head to favour me with fome attention. 
This gentleman being related to peribns of 
great quality and credit, my hufband, who 
had no intereft, fled into Catalonia, with all 
the money and jewels he could find in the 
houfe; embarked at- Barcelona, crofled into 
Italy, engaged in the fervice of the Venetians, 
and at laft lolt his life in the Morea, fighting 
againlt the Turks. In the mean time, our 
landed eftate was confifcated, and I had but 
a -very fmall jointure left. What could I do 
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in fuch a troublcfome extremity ? I could not 
return into the Afturias : for what purpofe go 
thither? all the confolation I ftiould have re- 
ceived from my family, would have been no 
more than fympathy and condolance. On the 
other hand, I had been too well educated to 
be capable of embracing a life of liberiinifm. 
Upon what determination then could I fix ? 
I have turned aftrefs to prefervc my charac- 
ter ?" 

The Marquis de Marialva, who loft not a 
ivord of the whole difcourle, implicitly be- 
lieved every lyllable of what Don Antonio's 
widow was plcafed to utter. He even joined 
in the converfation, and aflced if I was in any 
bufinefs at Grenada or elfewhere. I was in 
fome doubt, at that inftant, whether or no I 
fhould tell a lye; but thinking that unnecefla- 
ry, I fpoke truth, recounting every circum- 
fiance of my entering into, and quitting the 
archbilhop's fervice; which afforded infinite 
<Uverfion to the Portugueze nobleman. It is 
true, that notwithftahding my promife to Mel- 
chior, I made mvfdf a little merry at the 
cxpence of his grace. But the moft divert- 
ing part of the fcene was, that Laura, who 
thought I invented a ftory in imitation of her, 
burft out into loud firs of laughter, which fhe 
would have probably fpared, had Ihe knowri 
that I did not diffemble. 

Having ended my narration, which I finifh- 

ed with the lodging 1 had hired, word was 

brought that dinner was on table. Upon 

which 
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which I would have retired, in order to go 
and dine at my caiing-houfc; but Laura, Hop- 
ing me, faid, " What do you mean, bro- 
ther! you fliall dine wiih me! and I won't 
even fufFer you to live any longer in a hired 
room i for I intend you (hall both eat and 
lodge in my houfe. Order your bi^age to 
be brought hither this evening, I have a bed 
to fpare." 

The Portuguefe nobleman, who, perhaps, 
was not very well pleafed with this hofpitality, 
addrefling himfelf to Laura, faid, *' No Ef- 
tella, you have not convenience for him in 
thcfe Jpdgings. Your brother fecms to be s 
pretty young fellow j and the advantage he 
has in being lb dear to you, interefts me in 
bis favour. I will take him into my fcrvice : 
he Qiall be my favorite fecretary, and chief 
confident. Lee him not fail to come and fleep 
at my houfe this very night ; for I will order 
an apartment to be prepared for tHe purpofe. 
I will allow him a falary of four hundred du- 
cats i and if, in the fcquel, 1 have caufe, as I 
hope I flialj, to be fatisfied with his behavi- 
our, I will put him in a condition to confole 
himfelf for being too fmcere with the arch- 
bilhop." 

The acknowledgments which I made to 
the Marquis at this junfture, were followed 
by thofe of Laura, who improved upon mine. 
So faying, he faluted his theatrical ptincefs, 
and went away. She led me immediately in- 
to a ciofet, where feeing, herielf alone with 
me. 
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nie, « I (hould burft (cried Jhe) if I was • 
obliged lo refifl: any longer the inclination I 
have to laugh." Then throwing herfelf into 
an eafy chair, and holding her fides, ftie laugh- 
ed imnnoderately, as if (he had loft her lenlcs. 
I found it impolfible not to follow her exam- 
ple, and when we had indulged ourfclves fliffi- 
ciendy, " Confefs, Gil Bias (faid ftie), that 
we hare adcd a pleafant farce : but I did not 
expert fuch a cataftrophe; my defign being 
no other than to provide for you a table and 
lodging in my houfe; which, that I might of- 
fer with decency, I made theepafs for my bro- 
ther. I am ravifhed that (uch a good poft 
has occurcd to thee by accident. The Mar- 
quis de Marialva is a generous n6bleman, who 
will even exceed his promifc in thy favour. 
Another (added Ihe^ might not, perhaps, have 
given fuch a gracious reception to one who 
quits his friends without bidding them fare- 
welj but I am one of thofe good creatures, 
who cannot help ieeing again, with pleafure, 
a rogue whom they have once loved." I can- 
didly acknowledged my impolite behaviour, 
for which I aflced pardon. She then conduft- 
ed me into a very handfome dining-room, 
where we fat down at table, and, as a wait- 
ing woman and lacquey were prefent, belfeved 
to one another like brother and fitter. 

Having dined, we went back to the fame 
elofet where we had converfed togethet" be- 
fore. There my incomparable Laura, giving 
a loofe CO all her natural gaiety, demanded an 
account 
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account of all my adventures fince our fepa- 
raiion. I made a faithful recital of the whole : 
and when I had gratified her curiofity, (he 
gave me the fame fatisfaftion, in recounting 
the following hiftory of herfelf. 

CHAP. VII. 
The Hiftory of I^ura. 

I Am going to relate as fuccin<5lly as I can 
by what accident I embraced the profeffion 
of a player. 

Gfcat events happened, after you left me 
in fuch an honourable manner. My miftrefs 
Arfenia, rather tired than dilgufled with the 
world, renonuced the ftage, and carried mc 
with her, to a fine cftate which (he had bought 
near Zamora, with the Jirice of her favours. 

. In this city we foon contracted an acquaintance, 
and going thither, frequently, to pafs a day 
or two, came back again, and fliut ourfelves 
up in our caftle. 

In one of thefc fmall journies, Don Felix 
Maldonada, the corregidor's only fon, faw me 
by accident, and happening to be pleafcd 
with my appearance, fought an opportunity 
of fpeaicing with me in private, which, that 
I may conceal nothing from thee, I own, Was 
facilitated by myfelf. He was a cavalier not 
yef twenty years old, fair as Love himfelf, a 
mere pattern in Ihapc, and fUll more enga- 
ging, by his gallant and generous behaviour, 

' than by his perfon : for he made me an offer 

of 
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tiT a large brillianc, which he had on his fin- 
ger with fach a good grace, Mid preffing in- 
trcaries, that 1 could not for my foul, refufe 
it. I did not poiTefs fuch an amiable galJanc 
with indifference. But what madnefs is it in 
Abigails, to attach themfclves to the young 
heirs of perlbns in Authority; his father, the 
moft fevere of all conegidors, informed of our 
inteUigence, made hafte to prevent the con- 
fequences of it, and ordered me to be ap- 
prehended by a troop of alguazils, who car- 
ried me, regardlefs of my cries, to the hof- 
pital of companion. * There, without any 
other form or procels, the fuperior ordered 
me to be ftript of my ring and drefs, and 
clothed with a long gown of grey ferge, 
girded about me with a ftrap of black leather, 
from whence a rofary of large beads hung 
down to my heels. This being performed, I 
was condufted into a hall, where I found an 
old monk, of an order that I did not know, 
who fell a-preaching penitence to me, much 
in the fame manner as dame Leonarda ex- 
horted thee to patience in the cavern. ' He 
told me that I was very much obliged to thofc 
who caufed me to be (hut up in that place, 
for they had done me infinite fervice, in ref- 
cuing me from thefnares of the devil. I will 
frankly own my ingratitude : far from think- 
ing myfelf beholden to ihofe who ■ had done 
mc the good office, I baded them with im- 
precations. 

- * Jo otbei wurdt, iha lioafeof coneSiao. 

Eight 
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Eigfit days I pafled in affliAing myfelfj 
but on the ninth, (for I counted the very mi- 
nutes,) my fate fcemed to bear another afpeftj 
Crofling a fmall court, I met the fteward of 
our houfe, a perfon who ruled with unlimited 
IWay ; the fuperior herfclf was under his com- 
mand ; and he rendered an account of his 
ftcwardfhip to none but the corrcgidor, on 
whom alone he depended, and whofe en- 
tire confidence he enjoyed. His name was 
Pedro Zendono ; he was bom in the town of 
Sellefdon, in Bifcay, being a tall', pale, meagr* 
man, whofe figure would have ferved as an 
excellent pattern for the piAure of a rank 
rogue. He fcarce feemed to look at the 
fifters; and, in Ihort, thou never faweft fuch 
an hypocritical face, although rfiou haft lived 
in an archbilhop's palace. 

Well then, (laid ftie,) I met this Signior 

■Zendono, who flopt me, faying, " Daughter, 
be comforted, I am touched with your mif- 
fortune." ■ He faid no more, but went about 
his bufinefs, leaving me to make what com- 
mentaries I pleafed on fuch a laconic text. 
As I believed him to be a good man, I inno- 
cently concluded, that he had taken the trou- 
ble of examining into the caufe of my confine^ 

. mene, and finding me not guilty enough to 
dcferve fuch unworthy treatment, was rcfolved 
to do me a good office with the corregidor. 
I was little- acquwnted with the Bifcayan, who 
had quite other intentions. He then refolved 
in his mind the Scheme of a jouraey, which 
' he 

[;..i,tc(, Google 
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he imparted to me, a few days aftfr, ** My 
dear Laura, (faid he,) I am To much affected- 
with your fufferings,' that I am refoivcd to put 
an end to them immediately. In Jb doing, I 
know J fliall embrace my own ruin : but I am 
no longer mafter of myfelf. I intend to take 
you out of prifon to morrow, and conduft you 
in pcrfon to Madrid : being refolved to facri- 
fice every thing to the pleafure of being your 
deliverer." 

I was ready to fwoon with joy at thefc 
woids of ^Zcndono, who judging, by my ae-* 
krwjwiedgemcnts, that I longed for nothing io- 
much as liberty, had the impudence to carry 
mcofFnext day, in fight of every body, by 
the following ttrat^em. He told the fuperi- 
or, that he had orders to bring me to the cor- 
legidor, who was at a pleafurc-houfe two- 
leagues from town : and, with the utmoft: af- 
furance, made me get into-a poft-chaife witK 
lum, drawn by two good mules, which he had 
bought for thatpurpofc; and attaided by no 
other fervant than a valet, who condufted the 
cliaile, and was entirely devoted to the ftew- 
ard, we fet out, not for Madrid, as I imagin- 
ed, but toward the frontiers of Portugal, 
where we arrived, before the corregidor of 
Zamora could get notice of our flight, and 
f;nd the beagki of jufticeinpurluiiof us. , 

Before we e itered Biaganza, the Bifcayan . 
made me put on afuit oftnen'scloaths, which 
he had had the precaution to provide i and now 
looking upon me asfairly embarked with him: 

Vot. in. D Md 
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faid tb me, at the inn where we lodged, 
■•* Fair Laura, be not offended with me, for 
■bringing you into Portugal: for, the corregi- 
lior of Zamora will make fearch for us in our 
flativc country, as two criminals to whom 
.Spain ought not to afford a retreat. But (add- 
*dhe) we can (heker ourfrlves from his re- 
fcntmcnt in this foreign kingdom, although 
it be at prefent, under the dominion of die 
Spanifh monarchy. Here we fliall, at Icaft, 
be more fccure than in our own country. 
FolloV?; therefore, a man who adores youj 
, and let us fcttle at CoimbrS, where I will be- 
come a fpy for the holy office, and under the 
ihade of that formidable tribunal our days 
will fmoothly glide in eafe and pleafure. 

Such a forward propofal gaye me to under- 
ftaad, that I ' had to do with a cavalier, who 
did Hot chufc to redrcfs the grievances of dam- 
fels merely for the glory of knight-errantryi 
I pctceived that he depended a good deal upon 
my gratitude, and ftiil more upon my diftrefs. 
' Neverthelefs, though thele two confiderations 
fpoke to me in his behalf, I rejeftcd his pro- 
pofal with diftlain. It is true, indeed, I had two 
ftrong realbns for Ihcwing myfelf fo referved : 
I difliked his perfon, and difthifted his circum- 
ftances. But, when returning to the charge, 
}\c offered to Wed me, as a prdiminary, and 
fliewed me that his llewardfhip had put him m 
a condition to enjoy himfelf for a long time -, 
I won't deny that 1 began to liften to his ad- 
dreHes.. I was dazzled by the gold and jewels 
which 
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which he fprcad before mc, and found, bjr ex- 
perience> that as many metamorphofcs are 
made by intereft as by love. • My Bifcayan 
became, gradually, quite another rtian in my 
eyes ; ~ his tall, withered carcafe afTumed the 
form of a fine fhape ; his pale complexion 
lixmed agreeably fair} and I gave a favourable 
appellation to his hypocritical look. I then 
accepted his hand, without rcludance, in the 
&ce of heaven, which he called to witnela our 
engagement. After this, he fuffercd no con- 
tradition on my part ; we fet out again on our 
travels ; and, in a Ihort time, Coimbra beheld 
a new- family within its walls. 

My hufband purchafed for me fome hand- 
Ibme clothes adapted to my own lex, and pre- 
fented me with feveral diamonds, amohg 
wkich I recoUeded that of Don Felix Maldo- 
nado. This difcovery was fufficient to make 
me conceive how all the jewels I had fcen were" 
acquired, and to perfuade me that I had not 
married a fcrupulous obfervcr of the feventh 
article of the decalogue. But, confidering 
myfelf as the firft caufe of his dexterity, I for- 
gave him in my heart: for a woman will ex- 
cufe even the bad adions which her beauty 
prompts the men to commit; otherwife, I 
Ihould have thought him a;i execrable villain. 

I was pretty well fatisBed with him for two 
<ir three months, during which, lie behaved 
in a gallant manner, and feemed to love me 
with great tendernefs ; nevertheh;fs, thefe 
marks of aSeftion were falfe appcarartces j for 
D 2 the 
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the rogue cheated me at laft. One morning, 
on my return from mafs, I found nothing at 
home but bare walls : the whole furniture, with 
all my baggage, was carried off: Zendono, 
and his faithful valet, had taken their mea- 
fures fo welt, that in lefs than an hour, the 
general pillage of the houfe had been begua 
and £nifhed, in fuch a manner, that with the 
clothes only which I had on my back, and ^c 
ring of Don Felix, which was luckily on my 
finger, I faw myfeif abandoned, by an ungrate- 
ful wretch, like another Ariadne. But, I af- 
fure thee, I did not amufe myfeif with making 
elegies on my misfortunes j I rather thanked 
heaven for having delivered me from fuch a 
wretch, who could not fail, foon or late, to 
fall into the hands of jufttcc ; and looked up- 
on the days we had fpent ■ together as fo much 
loft time, for which I would foon make q^lelf' 
amends. Had I been dcfirous of (laying 
in Portugal, and attaching myfeif to Ibme lady 
of falhion, I Ihould not have wanted a place; 
but, wherficr I loved my own country., or was 
influenced by the force of deftiny, which pre- 
pared a better fortune for me here, I refolved 
to return to Spain ; and applying to a jewel- 
ler, who gave me ready money for my rin^ 
let out with an old Spanilh lady, who was goii^ 
in a chaife to Seville. 

This perfon, whole name was Dorothea, 

had been to vifit one of her relations fettled at 

Coimbra, and was on her return to Seville, 

where Ihe lived. There was fuch a fympathy 

betwecB 
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between her difpofition and mine, that we be- 
came friertds the very firft day of our journey [ 
and our mutual affcdion grew fo ftrong on the 
road, that, on our arrival, ihe lady would fuffer 
me to lodge no where btit in her houfc. I had 
no caufe to repent of my acquaintance, for I 
never knew a woman of a better charafter ; and 
one might fti 11 perceive, "by her features, and 
the fparkling of lier eyes, that in her youth 
many a guitar had been thrummed on her ac- 
cotint,! indeed, /he was the widow of fcveral 
noble hufbands, and lived in an honourable 
manner on the jointures which (he enjoyed. 

Among other excellent qualities, fhe had 
that of bf ing very companionate to unfortu- 
oateyoung women. Wheh I imparted to her 
my own ftory, ftie entered warmly into my 
inttrefts, and beftowed a thoufand curies on 
Zcndono. " What dogs theft mep are ! (laid 
Ihe, in a tone that made me guefs flie had met 
with fomc fteward in her. way) perfidioui 
Wretches ! I know there are fuch villains in tliC 
world, who divert themfelves in deceiving wo- 
•men. What I am pleaftd at, my dear child 
(added fhe) is, that according to your relation 
you are no longer bound to that perjured Bif- 
cayan: if your marriage with him. was good 
enough to fecure your reputation, by way d' 
recompenfe, it is alfo bad enough to permit 
you to contract a better, whenever you can find 
an opportunity. 

I went abroad every day with Dorothea, 
euher to church or to vifuj and this being ' 
D J the 
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the way to meet with fome adventure loon, I 
attrafted the notice of fevcral cavaliers, who, 
in order to found the bufincls, made intereft 
with my old landlady : But fome had noc 
wherewithal to make a good fettlement, and 
others were ftill minors : fo that 1 had not the 
leaft deftre of liftening to any of them. One 
day, Dorothea and I K>ok a whim of going to 
fee a play at Seville* J and upon confukmg the 
biU, we found that the players intended to a£t, 
La/amofa comedia^ el mbaxador de SistOy com- 
pofcd by Le Vega Carpio. 

Among the aftrcffes who appeared on the 
ftage, 1 difcovcred my old friend Phenicia, 
that jolly merry wench whom thou haft fcen, 
when fhe was waiting-maid to Florimonda, 
and wirh whom thou haft fometimcs fuppcd at 
Arfenia's- houfe. I knew chat flie had not been 
in Madrid for two years before, but wasignoran? 
of her being an aftrefs. Having an eager de- 
fire of embracing her, I found the piece very 

* SeTiDe, finiated on ,che Giudaliquivit, it Uu cipital .of Ania-. 
luGi, ud, nixt lo Midiid, thcricheft city in Spain. It it the feat 
•f aa univerli:y, archbilha]!, inquifition, and mint. So ukIch^ 
lluB ovei one uf iJie gaHJ it the following infcription i 
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(e^ous: but .this might be. the fault of the' 
a6tors, who pkyed eicfier too ill or too well} to- 
yield me amufenient > for as to mCy who-am a 
merry creature, I own myfelf as much diverted^ 
by a player who is perfe<£l:ly fidiculouSi'aA'ljy 
one who is excellent in his way.' 

At length, the moment 1 waited for being: 
arrived, that is, the end o^Lafamofa Comediay 
my widow and I went behind the fcenes, wher& 
we perceived Phenicia afting. the coquet,, and 
liftentng with aficftation to the fufc warbling 
of a young bird, which, it feems, had allowed- 
itfelf CO be enfnared by her declamation. She 
no fooiier oblerved^ me, than quitting her ad- 
mirer with a courteous- air>. Ihe came towardr 
me wit^opcmarms,. and. loaded me with ca- 
refles. We cxj^reffcd our mutual joy in feeing 
one another again ; but the time and place not- 
permitting us to launch out in a long conver- 
lation,, we deferred it till' next day, when we 
might difcourfe together- more fiilly at her 
lodg^ngs.- 

The itch of talking' is one of the moft eager 
paflions of wom;en : I could not clofe an eye 
the whole night, fo mucji did I long .to engage 
Phenicia,. and worry, her with qucftions upon 
queftk>ns.. God knows,- I was not lazy in 
getting up, to repair to her lodging, accord- 
ing to the direftion flie had given me. She 
lived with the whole company in a large hired 
houfe ; which when I entered, I met a maid- 
fervant, who, when I defired her to condufl; 
me to PheniclEi's apartment, ihewed me up to 
D 4 »g*lleiy,. 
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a gallery, on one fide of which wert ten CB* 
twelve fmall chambers, divided from one an- 
other by partitions of deal boards only, and 
EoffefTed by the joyous band. My goidc 
notked-at a door, which Phenicia, whofe 
tongue itched as well as mine, came and open^ 
ed. Scarce did we allow ourfelves time to iit, 
before we began to chatter- We had a fevere 
brufti, and uttered in our turns fo many in- 
terrogations, that the queftions and replies 
fucceeded one another with furprifing volu- 
bility. 

After having recounted our mmual adven- 
tures, and reciprocally informed ourfelves of 
tiie ftate of our affairs, Phenicia aflced what 
- 1 intended to do : I anfwered, that I was re~ 
folvcd (until fomething better fiiould caft up^ 
■to enter into the fervice of fome young lady 
of quality. " O fye ! (cried my friend) yo» 
joke furc! Is it poffibte, my dear, that thou 
art not yet dilguAed with fervitude ? Art thou 
- not tired with feeing thyfelf fubjefted to af>- 
other's will, with humouring the caprices of 
a miftrcfs, with hearing thyfclf reproached, 
and, in one word, with being a Have ? Why 
.wilt thou not, by my example, embrace ■ 
theatrical life ? Nothing can be more conve- 
nient for people of ftiirit, who have aeither 
birth nor fortune : it is a fituation that holds 
the middle place between the nobility and ci- 
tizens ; an unreftrided condition, free of that 
decorum which is fo troublcfomc to foeiety. 
Our revenues are paid in ready caih by the 
publick. 
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pubtick, which is our bank; we live in con- 
nual mirth, and fpend our money as we get 

■ The ftage (added ihc) is particularly -fa- 
vourable to women ; while I livfd with J'lo- 
rimonda (I blufh at the remembrance of it) I 
was reduced to the neceflity of liftcning to 
the candle-fnuffcrs. of the prince's company; 
not one man of faihion paid the leaft attention 
to my figure. What was the caufe of this 
unimportance ? I was not leen : the fineft pic- 
ture has not its efied, except in a particular 
light; but fince I have been ^ placed on my 
proper pedeftaJ, that is, on the ftage, hea- 
vens, wh^t a change has happened! 1 fee ac 
my heels the gayeft youth of all the towns 
through which we pafs. An a£tre(s, therefore, 
enjoys a great deal of pleafure in her occupa- 
tion; if flie is prudent, I mean, if Ihe fa- 
vours one gallant only at a time, Ihe has -all 
the honour imaginable paid to her, her chaf- 
tity is applauded, -and when (he changes Jier 
lover, fhe is looked upon as a real widow who 
marries a fecond hufband : nay, if a widow 
takes a third, fhe is fpoken of with contempt, 
and laid to have infringed the delicacy of her 
fcx; whereas the actrefs fecms to be more 
and more regarded, in proportion to the in- 
-creafc of her admirers. After (he has gone 
through a. hundred intrigues, Ihe is ftill a 
morfelfor a lord." 

" To whom do you talk in this manner 

(iaid I, interrupting her;) do you think I am 

D 5 igno- 
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ignorant of tbefe advantages ? I have often- 
rcBefted on them, and they but too much 
flatter the imagination of fuch a girl as me: 
I even ftel an inclination for the ftage; but 
that alone is not fufficient ; talent is abfolute- 
ly neceflary, 'and I have none : for when I 
fometimes attempted to repeat paffagcs of 
plays before Arfenia, flie always found fault 
with my performance; fo that I was diiguft- 
ed at the profeffion." — "Thou art eafilydif- 
couraged (replied Phenicia) ; doft thou not 
know that thefe great aftrefles arc commonly 
jealous? They -are afraid (in fpiteofall their 
vanity) of being eclipfed. In Ihort, I won't 
take Arfenia's word for thy incapacity; for 
flie was certainly infincere : nay, I affure thee, 
without flattery,- that thou art born for the, 
ftage ; thou haft genius, a free and graceful 
carriage, a fweet voice, a good cheft, and 
withal a face! Ah, baggage, how many ca> 
valiers wilt thou charm, if thou turncft ac- 
trefs I" 

' She plied me with more fuch feducing dif- 
courfe, and made me pronounce fome verfes, 
that I myfclf might judge of my capacity 
fora£ting; but when ihe heard me, it was 
quite another c^e ; Ihe overwhelmed ms with, 
applaufe, and-preferred me to all the aftreflfes 
in Madrid. After this, I fliould have been 
inexcufable, had I .doubted my own merit. 
Arienia Hiood impeached, and convifted of 
envy and infincerity; and I could not help 
allowing that I was an admirable fubjed;. Two 
5 tSton, 
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&&OTS, who happened to come in at that in- 
ftaiit, and before whom Phenicia obliged me 
to repeat the verfes which I had already re- 
cited to her, were jeized with a kind of exta- 
fy-i from which they no fooner recollefted - 
themfelves, than they loaded me with praife. 
In good earneft had the three wagered with 
one another which of them Oioukl applaud me 
moil, they could not have employed more hy- 
perbolical expreffions. My modefly was not 
proof againilfuch eulogiums : >I began to be- 
lieve myfelf of fome value : and thus my; 
thoughts were turned towards the ftage. 

** Come on then, my dear (faid I to Phe- 
nicia) the afi^ir is determined : I will follow ■' 
thy advice, and enter into the company, pro- 
vided they think well of it." My friend,, 
tfanfported with joy it chefc words, hugged - 
nic in her arms; and her two comrades feem- 
ed no lefe dcfighted to find me in thefe fenti- 
ments. We agreed, that next day I Ihould 
repair to the theatre in the morning, and be- 
fore the whole company affe'mbled, Ihow the 
lame fample of my talent that I had exhibited 
to them. If I had acqufred the good opinion 
of ^ thofe who were at Phenicia's lodgitigs, all 
jhe aftois judged of me ftiil more favourably, 
when I had pronounced about twenty verfes 
in their prcfence. ■ They received me very- 
willingly into their company ; and then I 
was wholly engrofled by my firft appearance, - 
which, that I might render as gay as pofiible, , 
l«nit^oyed upon it all the monev that remain- - 

*^ D.6. edJ 
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cd from the lale of my ring ; and though I had 
not enough to niake a fuperb figure, I at leaft 
found means to fupply the want of magnifi.^ 
cence, by a genteel tafte in my drefs. 

At length 1 appeared on the ft3ge> for the 
firlt time; and then, what thundering ap- 
plaufe, what eulogium was 1 favoured with ! 
It is, downright modefty, my friend, to fay 
fimply that 1 ravifhed the audience ; one muft 
have been witnefs of the noifc I made at Se- 
ville, to believe it. 1 became the difcourle of 
the whole city, which, during three weeks, 
"came in crowds to the playhoufe in fuch a 
manner, that the company, by this novelty, 
recalled the pubUck, which had begun to de- 
fert them, I began then in a manner" that 
charmed every body ; and this was the fame 
thing as if I had advertifed myfeif to be let 
to the highcft bidder. Twenty cavaliers of 
all ages, outvied one another in their proffers 
to me J and if I had. followed my own incli- 
nation, I would have chofcn him who was 
young andhandfome: but people of our llamp 
ought to confult nothing butiheir intereft and 
ambition, when a fettlement is depending. 
For this reafon, Don Ambrofia de Nifana, a 
man already old and ugl>'> but rich, generous, 
and one of the moft powerful noblemen of 
AndaluQa, had the preference. True> in- 
deed, I made him purchafc my favours at a 
good price j he hired for me a grand houfe, • 
which he furnifhed in a very magnificent man- 
ner, gave me an experf cook, two lacquies, a 
6 . chamber- 
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chambcrmiud, and a thoufand ducats for my 
monthly expenle, over and above rich clothes, 
and a pretty large quantity of jewels. 

Wlut a change was this in my fortune ! My 
reafon could not fupport it : I appeared to my- 
felf all of a fudden quite another perfon ; and 
I am not furprifed that there are girls who 
forget in a litde dme the meanncfs and mifer^ 
from which they are refcued by the caprice 
of a man of quality. I will make a fincere 
confeffion ; the applaufe of the publick, the 
flatteiing difcourfe that I heard from all quar- 
ters, and the pafllon of Don Ambrofio, in- 
Ijpired me with fentiments of vanity that a- 
mounted to mere extravagance. , I confidered 
my talent as a noble ode ; I aflumed the airs 
of a woman of quality; and becoming as co- 
vetous as I had before been prodigal _of my* 
fmiles, refolved to limit my proipeft to Dukes, 
CountSj and Marqutlles only. 

Signior de Nifana came to fup at my houfe 
every evening with Ibrne of his 6icnds j and 
I, on my fide, took care to invite the moft 
engaging of our ai5lrefles, fo that we com- 
monly fpent the beft part of the night in 
drinking and making merry. I accommodat- 
ed myfclf. mighQ" weQ to fuch an agreeable 
life, which, however,- lafted but fix months. 
Noblemen arc apt to- change, otherwife they 
would be too ami^le. Don Ambrofio fbr- 
fook me, for a conqueft he had made of a 
young creature from Grenada, who bad ar- 
rived at Seville with ibme charms, and the 
talciu 
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talent' of difpofing-thcm to the beft advan- 
tage. My afflidUon at 'his inconftancy did not 
laft, howevei', longer than four and twenty' 
bours. I chofe in his room- a cavalier of two 
and twcntyj called Don Lewis d'Alcaccr, to - 
whom, in point of perfon, few Spaniards could' 
be compared. Thou wilt, doubdefs, afk, and 
thou halt reafon fo to do, why 1 took fuch a^ 
young nobleman for- my gallant, when I knew 
die conlequences of flich a choice. But, be- 
fides that Don-Lewis had neither &ther n<M" 
mother, . and already enjoyed his eftate, . I muft: 
tell thee, that thefe confequences are not to be 
dreaded but by girls of a fervile condition,. 
or unhappy. Ihe-advencurers. • Women of our 
profeffion ■ are privileged perfons, and not at- 
aH-aniweraBte-for the cffefts that our charms 
•produce. So jnbch the wor fe for thofe' iamilies ■ 
whofe heirs-wc pillage. 

Alcacer and " I attached ourfelves fo ftrong- ■ 
1y to one another, that no mutual paflion, I 
believei ever equalled that with which we. 
were inflamed. We loved with fo much ■ 
fury, that one would have thoughtwe were both; 
enchanted: and thofe who were acquainted,- 
with our correfpondence, believed us-the moffi 
happy lovers in the world ; though we were,, in ■ 
reality, the moil miferable. If Don Lewis . 
bad a perfon altogether amiable, he was at 
the fame time fo jealous, that . he aiflidled me." 
inceflaftdy with unjuft fufpicions. It was in 
Viun for me to accommodate myfelf to this • 
weakncis> to conltrain myfelf. fo far as not to 
' kok. 
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look upon a man.. His diftruft, ingenious in' 

finding out crimes to lay to my charge, ren- 
dered my cautioiT altogether ulelefi. Our moft 
lender moments were always difturbcd by.; 
^uarrels^ which it was impoflible xo endure.. 
Both of usioftouf patience,. and we broke in-: 
^airicndly manner.. Would'ft thou believe it f 
we looked upon the laftday as the mc^ charm- 
.Mig of our commerce. Equally fetigucd with. 
the troubles we had undergone, we. exprefTed 
die- utmoft joy in our mutual adieu.-- We were: 
like two-miferable captives, who, aftera rude 
flaveryj at laft recover their freedom. . 

Since that adventure, I am always on my 
guard againft h>ve. ] will no more contra^ 
attachments that may difturb my repofe: it 
does not becotne thofc of our profeffion to figju 
like other peofJe; and we ought not to enter-- 
tain in private a paflion, the ridicule of which^ 
we reprefent in publick. 

About this time, I afforded: fome employ- 
ment to fame, which reported every where,, 
that I was an inimitable afb'eis. On the aflu- 
rance of this goddefs, the players of Grenada ' 
wrote to me, propofing that I ftiould enter in- 
to their company : And to let me know that 
the propofal was not to be rejected, fent me 
an account of their daily expenfe, and the 
terms of their offer ; fixjm which I concluded, 
that it would be for my interelt to ■comply. 
I accepted it therefore ; though, at bottom, I 
was grieved at parting from Phenicia and Do- 
cothea, whotn X- loved as much as one wo. 
mao 
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man is capable of loving others of her Sex. 
I left the firft bufy in melting the plate of a 
little' merchant goldfmiih> who, out of va- 
nity, would have an aftrefs for his miftrcfi. 
I forgot to tell thee, that when I devoted my-~ 
felf to the ftage, I changed, through whim, 
my name &om LauEa into that of EftelJa, 
tinder which appellation I fet out for Gre- 
nada. 

Here my firft appearance was no Icfe lacky 
than at Seville, and I faw mylelf at once fuT' 
rounded by ^mirers: but being refolved to 
favour none except in an honourable way, I 
behaved to them with fo much referve, that 
ihey were blinded by my affefted modefty. 
Neverthelefs, that I would not be the dupe of 
a conduct that might be of no fervice, and 
which indeed was not natural to me, I was 
going to liften to a young judge of the cidzen 
race, who.afTumes the nobleman- by virtue of 
his office, a fumptuous table, and rich equi- 
page, when I faw, for the firft time, the Mar- 
quis de Marialva. This Portuguefe lord, 
who travels through Spain out of curioGty, 
ftopped, en his way, at Grenada ; and coming 
to the play one night, when I did not a£t, 
confidered with great attention the a£trefles 
- who prclented themfelves, and found one to 
his hking. . He made an acquaintance with 
her the very next day, and was ready to con- 
clude the bargain, when I appeared on the 
ftiige. My figure, and the airs I gave my- 
fclt, turned tiic weachercock all of a fudden i 
aad 
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and' my Poitugucfe attached himfelf to me 
only. To confefs the tnith, as I was not 
ignorant that my comrade had pleafed that 
nobleman, I Ipared nothing to deprive her of 
her conqucftj and" I had the good fortune t& 
accomplilh it, 1 know that fhe bears me a 
grudge for my lucccfs> but I could not help 
doing it; and ihe ought to confider, it is a 
thing ib natural to women, that the beft 
friends make no fcrupk of pra&ifing it on one 
another. 

CHAP. VIII. , 

^he reception which Gil Bias met with from fb» 
players of Grenada, and his fading an old ac- 
quaintance behind the Jcenss. 

LAURA had no- fooner finilhed her ftory, ' 
than an old aftrefs, who lived in the 
neighbourhood, came to take her up in her 
way to the playhoufc. This venerable flage 
heroine would have been very proper for play- 
ing the part-ofthc goddefs Cotys. My fifter 
-did not fail to prcfent her brother to this fu- 
perannuated figure ; upon which, a great many 
compliments pafTed on both fides. 

I left them t(^ther, telling the fteward's 
widow, .that I would rejoin hei-at the theatre, 
as loon as I ordered my baggage to be earried 
to the Marquis de Marialva's houfe, to which 
he gave me a direflion. I went immediately 
to my own room j from whence^ after hav- 
ing iatisHcd ray landlady, X repaired with a 
man 
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mm who carried my, portmanteau, to a large 
liimifhed houfc where my new. matter lodged. 
I met at the door his fteward, who aiked mc 
if I was not dame Elftella's brother: and up- 
on my anfwering in the affirmative^ faid 
** Signor Cavalier, you are very welcome r 
the Marquis of Marialva, wbofc fteward I 
have the honour to be, has ordered me to 
give you a handfomc reception. There is a 
chamber prepared for yoo j to which, if you- 

£leafe, 1 ihaH (how you the way." So faying,, 
e carried me to the top of the houfe, and 
fliewed me into a chamber fo fmall,.th#tavery 
narrow bed, a cheft, and two chairs, quite 
filled' it. This was my apartment. ** You. 
won't be very much at large in this place 
(faid my guide); but to make you amends^ 
you ihali be lodged in a fuperb manner at 
Liibon," I locked my portmanteau in my 
eheft, put the key in my pocket, and aiked* 
at what hour they fupped. It was anfwered,. 
that the Ptortuguefe nobleman kept no table 
at home, but gave a certain mondily fum to- 
each domcftick for his board. I put other quef- 
tions to him, and learned, that the people be- 
longing to the Marquis were a parcel of happy 
fluggards. After a Ihort converfadon, I len: 
the fteward, to go in .queft of Laura, j^ee-- 
ably engrofled with the prefage I had-coaceived. 
ef my new palace. 

AsfoonasI arrived at the play-houfedoor,, 

and told that I was Eftella's brother, I was . 

immediately adro^cted*^ You.^light havefeen. 

the- 
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ix guards as eager in making a paflage fer 
me, as if I had been one of the. mod confi" 
derable nobleman of Grenada. All the ler- 
vants and door-keepers whpnn . I met, made 
me profound bows. But what I wilh I could 
paint to the reader, was my leKo-comical re-> 
ception behind the fcenes, where I f«und the 
company all drefled, and ready to begin. The 
a^ors and aftrefles, to whom Laura prefented 
me, poured upon me ki.flioals. . The mea 
OTcrwheimed me with embraces; and the wo- 
men, in their turns, applying thnr painted 
faces to-mine, covered it with whin and red^ 
Each delirous of being the Srft to make their 
compliment, they fpoke all together r it was 
impofljble for me alQne ta ui^er;. but my 
fifter came to my affiftance^ and her indefati- 
gable tongue did not leave me in debt to any 
one. 

The embraces of the aftors and- afiirefles 
did not fuffice ;^ fbr I was alTo obliged c& un- 
dergo the civilities of the fcene-painier^ the 
mulick. prompter,, candle-fhu^,. and' his. 
deputy i in Ihort, of alt the krvants of the 
theMrc, who, on, the report of my arrival, came 
runni:^ to behold mc One would have diought 
that all thefi people were foundlings,, who. had 
never ieen abrother before.. 

Meanwhile,, the performance b^an|. and- 
fome- gentlemen,, who. were bctund the fcenes, 
ran to their places:, while I, like- a child of 
the houfe, continued' to floni[erfe- with thofe 
ef the allocs who. were not on. die ftage. 
* Among;, 
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Amon^ thefe, I heard one called Melchior ; 
I was ftruckwith the namej. I confidertd with 
attention the perlbn who bore it, and imagin- 
ed I had fern him fomewherC. I at length rc- 
collefted him to be Mdchior Zapata; that poor 
ftroUer, who, as I obferved in the firft volume 
of my hiftory, foaked crufts of bread in a 
^ring- 
Taking bim afidc accordingly, " I am mif- 
taken (faid H if you are not that Signior Mel- 
chior, with whom I had the honour to break- 
faft one day, at the fide of a clear ipring 
between Valladolid and Segovia. 1 was in 
company with a journeyman barber ; we had 
jbme provifions in a knapfack, which being 
joined to your's, made up a pretty " little rc- 
paft, which was leafoned with a thouland a- 
grceable fallks." Zapanr having muled fome 
minutes, anfwcred, " You mention a circum- 
ftance which I recall without difficulty : I was 
then returning to Zamora, from having made 
art unfuccefsful attempt on the ftage at Ma- 
drid : Iremembertoo, that I was in very bad 
circumftances.". — '* 1 remember the fame thing 
(faid 1) by this token, that you wore a jacket 
Kned with play-bills. -You fee I have not for- 
ged it, no more than that you complained ac 
that time of having too chafte a wife."—" Oh 1 
I have no caufe to complain of that at prefent 
(faid Zapata with precipitation) egad ! my 
goflip is very much reformed in that particular; 
. and therefore my jacket is better lined than 
fiwmcrly.'* 

Iwas 
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I. was going to congratulate him on his wife's 
reformation, when he was obliged to leave me,' 
in order to appear upon the ftage. Curious to 
know his Ipoufe, I made vp to an aftor, and 
deCrcd he would fliow her co me. This he 
did J faying, "There fhe is j that is Narcifla, 
'thchandlbmeft of our ladies, your IHlcr ex- 
cepted." 1 immediately concluded, that this 
aftrcis muft be flie in favour of whom the Mar- 
quis.de M^rtalva had declared himfclf, before he 
bad feen Eftella ; and my conjecture was but 
too true. When the Jslay was over, I conduib- 
cd Laura to her lodging, where I perceived fc- 
veral cooks preparing a great entertainment. 
"Thou mayoft fup here," (faJd Ihe.) "I 
won't indeed (faid 1) the Marquis,, perhaps, 
will chufe to be alone with you." — " O ! not 
at all ((he replied) he is to be here mch two of 
his friends and one of .our geodemen; and it is 
in thy own option to make a fixth. Thou 
knoweft that, in the houfes of aftrelTes, fecrc- 
taries have the privilege of eating with their 
matters." — " True (faid 1) but it would be a 
liitle too early for me to put myfelf on the 
. footing of a favourite fecrctary : I muft firft en- 
joy his confidence, before I can merit that ho- 
nourable privilege." So faying, I left her, and 
repaired to my eating-houfe» which I intended 
to frequent every day, fince my matter kept no 
table at home. ■ 
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C H A P. IX. 

He fupped that everoKg with an extraorSnary 
man : m aecouat of what happened between 
tbem. 

IObferved in the ha)l a kintl of old monk 
clothed in coarie grey clodi, who was at 
fuf^r all akme in a comer. Sitting down, 
out ofcuriofitjr, juft oppontelo htni> I faluted 
him very civilly, and he fliowcd himlelf no Ids 
polite. My pittance bang brought, I began 
te defpatch it with a good deal of appetite ; and 
while I ate in'filencc, 1 frequcndy looked at 
this perfoni whofe eyes I always found Bxed on 
mine. Fatigued with his ftubborn perfever- 
ance in looking at me^ I addrefled him in thefe 
words : *' Father, have we ever fcen one ano- 
ther before ? You obferve me, as if I was not 
altogether unknown to you." 

He anfwered, with great gravity, " My 
rtafon for fixing my eyes updn you, is to ad- 
mire the prodigious variety of adventures 
which arc marked in the features of your face." 
" I fee (faid I, with an air. of rwllery) that 
your reverence deals in metopofcopy." — " I 
may boaft of poflelling that art (replied the 
monk) and c^ having made prefages, which 
have been verified by the event. 1 am alfa 
flciUed in chiromancy, and will venture to fay, 
that my oracles are infallible^ when I have 
compared the in^Aion of the hand with that 
of the face." 

Although 
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Although this old man had all ^e appear- 
ance of a wife pcrfon, 1 thought him fo foolijh 
'that I could not help laughing in his face. 
Inftead of being ofiended, he fmiled at mf 
impoliKnelSf and continued Ipcaking in theft 
words, after having caft his cye& around the 
hall, to be affurcd that nobody liftened ; ," I 
am not Airpriled to fee you fo prejudiced againft 
two fciences which' arc looked upon as frivo- 
lous in this age. The long and painful ftudy 
which they demand difcourages all the learn- 
ed men, who renounce and decry them, out of 
defpair of acquiring them. For my own part, 
I am not difcouraged by the obfcurity in which 
they are Ihrowded, no more than by the diffi- 
culties which inceflantjy occur in the learch of 
chemical fccreis, and in tKc wonderful art of 
Cranfmuting metals into gold, 

** But I don't confider (added he, recolleding 
himfelf) that I fpeak to a young cavalier, to 
whom my difcourfe muft in effeft appear quite 
chimericaL A fample of rhy ikill will difpofe 
you much better than all I can fay, to judge 
more favourably of my art." With thcfe 
words, he took out of his pocket a phial full 
of red litjuori and then fiud; " Here is an 
elixir which I compofed this morning of the 
juice of certain plants diftilled in an alembic; 
for I have employed almoft: all my life^ like 
Democritus, in finding out the properties of 
minerals and fimples. You fhall fee its virtue 
put to the proof. The wine which we now 
drink at fupper, though it is execrable, fhall 
become 
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become excellent" So. laying, he put inta 
my bottle two drops of his elixir, whicli ren- 
dered my wine more delicious than the beft 
, that is drank in Spain. 

The marvellous Itrikes the imagjination ; 
and when once that is gained, the judgment 
is DO longer ufed. Charmed with fuch a fine 
fecrcc> and perfuaded that he muft be more 
than the devil who could find it out, I cried, 
in a tranljxjrt of admiration, " O, father ! 
pray pardon me, if I toqk you at fitit for an 
old fool i I now do juftice to your capacity, 
and.need nomorethan I have feen to be af- 
fured that you coukl, if you pleafcd, convert 
in an inftant, abarof iron into an ingot ofgt^. 
How happy ihould I be, could I. poilefs Tucfa 
an adpiirablc fcience." — " Heaven preferve 
you from fuch an acquilition (laid the old man, 
interrupting me with a profound figh). You 
don't know, my fon, what a fatal lecrct you 
wifli for. Inftead of envying, rather pity me, 
for having beftowed fo much pains to make 
myfdf unhappy. I live in conunual difquiet. 
I am afraid of^ being difcovered^ and that my 
labours will be xewarded with perpetual impri-' 
fonmcnt. In this apprehenrion I lead a wan- 
dering life, dilguifed ibmetlmes like a priell, 
or nionk, and fometimes like a peafant or ca- 
valier. Is it then an advantage to know how 
to make gold at that price? And are- not 
riches area! punilhment for thofe perfons who 
cannot enjoy them in tranquillity f" . 

■ Tim 
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This difcourfc fecming to me very fcnfible, 
I fa'id to the fage» " There is nothing like a 
quiet life : you give me a dilguft to the phiio- 
fopher's ftonej and I will be contented with 
learning of you the future events of. my life." 
" With all my heart, child, aofwerd he, I 
have already made my remarks on your fea- 
tures : let us now fee your hand." I prefented 
it to him with a confidence that will not do mc 
much honour in the opinion of Ibme readers { 
and he having examined'it with great attention, 
exclaimed in a fit of enthufiafm, " Ah ! what 
tranfitions from grief to joy, and from joy to 
grief! What capricious fucceffions- of misfor- 
tune and profperity! But you have already 
experienced a great deal of thefe viciflitudes 
You have not a great many more affliftions to 
undergo ; and a nobleman wilt confer upon 
you an agreeable deftiny, not fubje£t to 
change." After having afTured me, that I 
might depend on this prediftion, he bade me 
farewell, and went out of the eating-houfe, 
leaving me quite ingrolTed with the things 
which I had heard. I did not at all doubt that 
the Marquis de Marialva was the nobleman in 
queftionj and of confequence, nothing feemed 
more pofllble than the accomplifliment of the 
oracle. But though I had not feen the leafl ap- 
pearance ef probability, I could not have help- 
ed repofiog an entire belief in the pretended 
monk, fo much authority had he acquired in 
my opinion by his elixir. On my fide, that I 
might hafteh the happinels diat was predicted 

Vol. III. E to 
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to me, I refolved to attach myfelf to the mar- 
quis more than I had done to any of my maf- 
cersj and having formed this refolution, I 
retired to our houfe in a tranfport of joy that •. 
I cannot cxprefs. Never did a woman leave 
a fortune-teller with more fatisfadtion. 

CHAP X. - 

■ The fomntiffion that the Marquis de Marialvagave 
to Gil Bias, and the manner in wbtcb that 
Jdthful Jeer etary acquitted bimfelf of it. 

TH E marquis was not yet come home 
from the lodgings of his adtrefs; and I 
found his valets de chambre playing at pri-' 
mcro, in his apartments, expcfting his return. 
I made up to them, and we amufcd ourfelves 
in making merry till two o'clock in the morn- 
ing when our matter arrived. He was a lit- 
tle furprifed to fee me, and faid with a graci- 
ous air, which made me guefs that he return- 
ed very well fatisfied with his evening's pfea- 
fure, "How, Gil Bias! not yet a-bed?" I 
anfwered,' that I was firlt' willing to Icnow what 
orders he had for mer " I ihall perhaps (he 
refumed) give you a commiffion to-morrow 
morning} but it will be time enough then to 
tell you the particulars. Mean while, you 
may go to reftj and henceforth remember, 
that f dirpenfe with your attendance in the 
evening, having occafion for no body but my 
valets de chambre." 

After thb erolanation, which at bottom gave 

mc a good deal of plcaiurcj Jince it Spared me 

apiece 
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a piece of fubjeaion which I Ihould have fome- 
times felt in z very difagrecable manner, I left 
the Marquis in his apartmenr, and retiring to 
my garrett, went to bed j but having no incli- 
nation to lleep, it came into my head, that I 
Ihould follow the advice which Pythagoras 
gives us, of recollefting at night all that we 
have done in the day, in order to applaud our 
good, and condemn our bad a&ions. 

1 did not find my confcience clear enough to 
be facisfied with my conduit j but reproached 
mylelf vfith having fupported the impofture 
of Laura. In vain did 1 fuggcft as an excufe, 
that I could not in honour give the lye to a 
girl, -who had nothing in view, but to do me 
a pleafure, and, that in fome Ihape, I found 
myfelf uudera neceflityof beingan accomplice 
in the cheat. Little fadsfied with this apolo- 
gy, T anfwered, that I ought not then to have 
puflied tluiigs fo far; and that I muft have a 
great deal of impudence to live with a noble- 
man, whofe confidence I fo ill repaid, in Ihort, 
after a fevere examination, I concluded, that 
if I was not a rogue, I was next kin to it. 

From thence paflingto the confequences, I 
reprefented to myfelf that I played a very 
higji game, in deceiving a man of quality who„ 
for my fins, would perhaps foon diftover the 
trick. A refleftion fo judicious terrified mc 
not a little; but the ideas of pleafurc and inte- 
"reft foon diffipated my fear. Befides, the pro-, 
phecy of the man with the elixir would have 
£ 3 been 
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been fufficienc to remove my doubts. I gave 
myfelf up, therefore, to tKe moft agreeable 
fancies: I fonned new rules of arithmetic, 
to reckon within myfelf the fum to which my 
wages would amount at the end of ten years 
fcrvice. To this I added the gratifications 
which I fliould receive from my mailer; and 
meafuring them by his liberal difpofuion, or 
rather by my own defires, I had an intempe- 
rance of imagination, (if I may be allowed the 
expreflion,) which fet no bounds to my for- 
tune. I was gradually lulled by fo much 
wealth, and fell aflcep in the very aft of 
building caftlcs in Spain. 

Next day, I got up at eight o'clock in the 
morning, to-go and receive my patron's or- 
ders j but as I opened my door to go out, I 
was very nnuch furprifed to fee him appear be- 
fore me all alone, in his night-cap and morn- 
ing-gown. "Gil Bias, (faid he,) laft nighr, 
when I left your fifter, I promifed to be with 
her this morning; but an af^ir of confequence 
hinders me from keeping my word. Go, and 
a0ur^ her from me, that I am very much mor- 
ticed at the difappointment, and tell her, I 
fliall cetainly fup with her in the evening. 
This Is not all, (added he, putting into wy 
hand a purfe with a little Ihagreen box en- 
liched with diamonds,) carry this my pifture 
to her, and keep this purfe of fifty piftoles, 
which I give as a mark of the friendlhip I- 
have aJrcady conceived for you." I took the 
pit^ure with one hand, and the puric I io lit- 
tle 

[i.MiftcovGooi^le 
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tie defervcd with the other ; running inftantly 
to Laura, faying in the cxcefs of joy with 
which I was tranljxjrtd. Good! the pre- 
diftion is vifibly accompliftiing. What h^ipt- 
nefs is it to be the brother of fuch a handlome 
ajid gallant girl? What a pity it is, that ther& 
is not as much honour as profit and plcafure 
in it?" 

■ Laura, contrary to the cuftom of people of 
her profeflion, being xifed to rife early, I fur- 
prifed her at her toilet ; where in expciftation 
of the Portuguczc, (he joined to her natural 
beauty all the auxiliary charms that the art of 
coquetry could beftow. " Amiable Eftella, 
(fad 1 to her when 1 entered,) the loadftone of 
ftrangers, I may now fit at table with my 
mafter, fiiice he has honoured me with a com- 
mifBon which gives me that prerogative, and 
ofwhich I come to acquit myfelf. He cannot 
have the pleafure of your company this morn- 
ing, as he propofed; but, for your confola- 
tion, will fupwith you at night: and he iends 
you his pi£hire^ which to me feems a matter 
of ffilT ^eater confolation." 

I accordingly gave her the boxj which, by 
the bright fparkling of the diamonds that 
adorned it, infinitely rejoiced her eye fight. 
She opened it, and Ihutting it again, after 
having confidered the painting fuperficially, 
returned to the ftones, whofe beauty flie ex- 
tolled, faying with a fmile, *' Thefe are co- 
pies which we women of the ftage value naorc 
than originals." 

E 3 Itfacn 



78 ADVENTURES, OF 

I then told her that the generous Portu- 
guezC] when he entruflcd me with the pi£l:ure> 
had gratified mc with a purfc of fifty piftoles* 
" I congratulate thee upon thy good fortune, 
(faid flie to me,) this nobleman begins where 
others even rarely end." " To you, my dear 
creature (I replied) I owe thisprefcnt: the 
Marquis beftowed it upon me ftilely on ac- 
count of my being your brother." "I wife 
(faid (he) that he would give you as much 
every day : for I cannot exprefs how dear thou 
art to me. The Very firft moment I faw thee, 
I attached myfelf to, thee by a tie too ftrong 
for time to breaic.- When.I loft thee at Ma-' 
drid, I did not dcfpair of finding thee again j 
ni yeft erday, when I faw thee, received thee 
as a man whom fate brought back to niy 
arms. In a word, my friend, heaven has dc- 
itined us for one another ; thou ftialt be my 
hufband j but we muft firft enrich ourfelves. 
1 want to have two or three more intrigues to 
make thee cafy for life." 

I thanked h^r in a polite manner for the 
trouble ihe intended to take on my account; 
and we ihlenfibly engaged in a converlation 
that Iaft?d till noon. Then I retired, to give 
an account to my matter of the manner in 
which his prefent was received: and though 
Laura had given me no inftru(5tions on that 
fubjeft, I did not fail to compofe by the way 
a fine compliment, which I intended to repeat 
in her name. But when I went home, 1 was 
told that the Marquis had gone out; and it 
. ' was 
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was decreed that' I ftiould fee him no moret 
as may be perceived in reading the following 
chapter. 

CHAP. XI. 

Gil Bias receives a piece of news which is like a 
tbm^holi te him. 

I Repaired to my eating-houfe, where meet- 
ing two men of a very agreeable conver- 
farion, 1 dined and fat at table with them, till 
it was time to go to the play; then we part- 
ed : they went about their own affairs, and I 
took the road to the theatre. I muft obferve 
by the bye, that I had aD the rcafon in the 
world to be in good humour ; mirth had 
jeigned in my converfation with thefe two 
gendemen; my fortune had a moft fmiling 
lacci and, notwithfianding my fpirits runk> 
without my knowing the rcafon, and without 
my being able to keep them up, it was, 
doubtleti] a prefagc of the misfortune with 
which I was threatened. 

As I entered the green-room, Melchior Za- 
pata came to me, and telling me foftly to 
follow him, carried me into a private place> 
and addrefled mein this manner: Signior ca- 
valier, I think it my duty to give you a very 
important piece of intelligence. Yoq kno>v 
that the Marquis dc MariSva had, at firft, 
a paffion for Narciffa, my wife j and already 
appointed a day to come and take a dice of 
my rib, when the artful Eftclla found meaps 
E 4 to 
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to break the bai^in, and allure the Portu- 
gueze nobleman to her own charms. You 
may well believe that an a^els does not lofe 
fucn a good prey without vexation. My 
fpoufe has this affair at heart, and is capable 
of undertaking any thing to be revenged: 
ihc has now a fair occauon. Yefterday, if 
you remember, all our fervants crowded to 
iee you: when the under candle- fnuf^ told 
fome of the company, that he knew you very 
welt, and that you wai nothing lels than Ef- 
tclla's brother. 

This report (added Melchior) reached the 
ears g£ Narciffa, who did not fail to interro- 
gate the author ; and he has conBrmed his af- 
fcrtion, by telling her, that he knew you Ar- 
fenia's valet, at the fame time that Eftella, 
under the name of Laura, ferveitiiat aftrefs, 
' at Madrid. My wife, charmed with ^at dif- 
covery, will impart it to the Marquis de Ma- 
rialva, who is to be at the play this evening. 
Take your mcafures accordingly: if you arc 
not aaually Eftella's brother, I advife you 
as a friend, and on account of otir old ac- 
' quaintance, to provide for your fafcty. Nar- 
'■ ciffa, who demands but one vi£tim, has al* 
lowed me to give you this notice, that you 
may prevent any finifter accident by imme- 
diate night. 

It would have been fuperfluous in him to 
fay-more of the matter. I thanked the ftage- 
player for his information, and he eafily per- 
ceived, by my terrified look, thw I was not 
the 
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the man to give the candle-fnuffer the lie. I 
did not feci the kaft inclination to depend up- 
on nny effrontery : I was not even tempted to 
bid I>aura farewel. Jell (be ihould have inHft- 
ed upon my facing it out. I could very well 
conceive that £hc was an aftrefs of fueh fklll, 
as to be able to extricate herfc^ but of the 
dilemma; but I faw nothing Cikept an infalli- 
ble challilement for me, and I was not Co much 
in love 5s to brave it out. My fole ftudy being, 
therefore, to efcape with my houihold goods, 
I mean my baggage, I difappearcd from the 
playhoufe in a twinkling, and, with the ut- 
moft difpatch, caufed my portmanteau to be 
traniported to the houfe of a carrier, ^ho was 
to kt out for Toledo, at three o'clock, next 
morning. I could have wiftied to be with the 
Count de Polan, whofe houfe fecmed my only 
afylumj but I was not yet there, and I could 
not, without the utmoft uneafinefs, think on 
the ' time 1 had to (lay in a ciiy were I was 
afraid they would fearch for me, even in the 
night. 

I did not, for all that, omit going to fup- 
pcr at my eating-houfe, alchougli I was as 
much difturbed as a debtor, who knows that 
there are bailiffs at his heels. What I ate that 
evening, did not, I believe, produce excellent 
chyle m my ftomach. Being the miferable 
^rt of fear, I examined every body that 
came into the hall -, and vhtn unluckily, any 
ill looking fellow entered (a common caie in 
thole places), I ihivered with dread. Having 
E5 flipped,: 
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fupped, in the midft of continual alarms» I 
rofe &om table, and returned to ihc carrier's 
houfe, where I threw myfelf on a trufs of 
freih &iam, and lay till the hour ofourde- 
pmure. 

Mean while, rty patience was fufficicntly 
exercifed. I waj attacked with a thoufand 
difagreeable teBe&iQBS -, when I chanced to 
(lumber, I bchdd the furious Marquis man- 
gling the fair face of Laura, with blows, and 
demolifhing every thing in her houfe ; or heard 
Jiim order his fervants to make me perilh un- 
der the baftinado. . Then ftarting, I awoke; 
and though to wake is ufually a great com- 
fort after fuch a terrible dream, waking was 
to mc more dreadful than the dream itfclfl 
Happily for me, the carrier delivered me from 
my afflidion, by giving me notice that his 
mules were ready, i was immediately a-fbot, 
and, thank heaven 1 fet out radically cured of 
chiromancy and Laura. In proportion as we 
moved from Granada, my mind refumed its 
tranquillity j and I began to enter into conver- 
lation with the carrier. I laughed at fomc 
pleafant ftories he recounted, and loft, infen- 
fibly all my fear. I enjoyed a found fleep at 
Ubsda, where we laid the firft night, and on 
the fburtn arrived at Toledo. 

My firft care was to afk a diredtion for the 
Count de Polan's houfe, whither I repaired, 
very well perfuaded that he would not litfier 
rne to lodge in any other place: but I reckon- 
ed without my hoft/ for I found nobody at 
home" 
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home but the houfckecper, who told me that 
his mailer had let out in the evening for the 
caftle ofLeyvaj having received a meflage 
that Seraphina was dan^roufly ill. 

I did not expeft the abfence of the Count> 
which diminifhed the joy I felt in being at 
Toledo, and induced me to take another rc- 
folution. Finding myfelf fo near Madrid, I 
refolved to go thither ; reflefting, that I jnight 
pufh myftlfat Court,, where a fuperior genius, 
as I had he^, was not abfolutely necefTary 
to make a fortune. The very next day, I 
took the advantage of a return-horfe for that 
capital- of Spain; and fortune conducted me 
thither, in order to make me a£t higher parts 
than thofe which I had hitherto performed. 

CHAP. xn. 

G'l Bias takes lodgings in a boufe where be cen- 
tralis an acquaintance with Captain Cbincilia, 
the cbaraSler of that officer i with an account 
of the affair that brought him to Madrid. 

ON my firft arrrval at Madrid, I fixed my 
habitation in a houfe that was let into 
lodgings, where lived, among other people, 
an old captain, who had come from the far- 
ther end of New Caftile, to folicit at court 
for a penfion, which he thought he had but 
too well deferved. His name was Don Han- 
nibal de Chinchilla. It was not without afto- 
lufhment that I beheld him for the firft time, 
being a man turned of fixty, of a gigantic 
R 6 ftature. 
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ftature, and extremely meagre. He wore a 
pair of thick whifkers> that curled up to his 
temples on each fide." Over and above his 
want of a leg and arm, a large plaftcr of 
green filk fupplied the place of one eye; and 
the fears of many wounds appeared on his 
face. Thefe things excepted, he was ra-etty 
much like another man. Belides, he had a 
good deal of undcrftanding, and itill more 
gravity; was fcrupulous in his morals, and 
in particular, piqued himfelfonhis delicacy 
'in point of honour. 

After having, converfed with him two or 
three times, he honoured me with his con- 
iidenbe. I ibon became acquainted with all 
his affairs. He recounted to me on whgt oc- 
cafion he had left an eye at Naples, an arm 
in Lombardy, and a leg in the Low Countries. 
What I admired in his narration of battles 
.and iieges was, that not one gafconade efcaped 
him, nor even a word in his own praife; 
though I could have willingly pardoned hini 
for boafting of the half of .himfelf that re- 
mained, as an indemnification for the other 
half that he had loft. Thofe officers who re- 
turn from the wars &fe and found are fcldom 
fo modeft. 

But he told me, the thing that g^vc him 
the moft concern was, ^t he had fpent a 
confidcrable eftate in his campaigns; fo that 
now his whole fortune was reduced to about 
a hundred ducats a year, which was fcarce 
fiifficient to maiouiin his whifkers, clear his 
lodging, 
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' lodging, and pay for the vHtmg his memo- ■ 
rials, " For in ftiort, Signior cavalier, (add- 
ed he, flirugging up his IhouHers,) I prefent 
one, thank ' God, every day, without being 
favoured with the lead notice. One would 
fay, that there is a wager between the prime 

-miniller and me, which of us Ihall fim fail, 
I in giving, or he in receiving thorn. I have 
alfo had the honour to prefcnt feyeral to his 
majefty; but the curate fings no better than 
his clerk; and in the mean time, my caftle 
of Chinchilla finks into ruins for want of re- 
paration." 

" We muft dcfpair of nothing, (faid I to 

, the captain,) you arc now perhaps on the eve 
of. feeing al' your toils and troubles repaid 
with intereft." '* I ought not to flatter my- 
felf with that hope, (replied Don Hannibal,) 
three days are not yet elapfed, fince I fpokc 
to one of the miniftcr's fecretaries, and, if I 
may believe what he faid, I may make my- 
felf very eafy." " And pray, what did he 
fay ? (I replied }) did he pretend that you was 
not worthy of a recompcnce? "You Ihall 
judge, (refumed Chinchilla). The fecrctary 
told me, very plainly, " Matter What-d'ye- 
call-'um, don't brag fo much of your zeal 
and fidelity. You have done no more than 
your duVf, in expofing yourftlf to danger in 
behalf of your country. The glory alone 
which attends brave aftions, is a fu^cient re- 
compcnce, and ought to latisty a Spaniard in 
particular. You muft undeceive yourfclf, 
therefore. 
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therefore, if ypyjook on the gratification you 
folicit, as a debt due to your valour. Pro- 
vided it be granted to you, you will owe it 
entirely to the favour and generoficy of the 
king, who is pleafed to think himfelf indebt- 
ed to thoie of his fubjefts who have diftin- 
gu'ifhed themfelves in the fervices of the ftatr. 
You fee, by this (purfued the captain), that 
I an:i ftill in its debt; and that, in all likeli- 
hopd, I fhall return a~s rich ^ I came." 

One naturally interefts himfelf for a brave 
man in adverP.ty. I encouraged him to per- 
fevere, and offered to write his memorials 
gratis. I went even lb far as to offer him my 
purfe, and to conjure him to take out of it 
what money he wanted. But he was none of 
thofe who never wait for a fecond invitation 
on thefe occafions. On the contrary, he fliew- 
ed himfelf very delicate on this point, and 
thanked me, in a lofty manner, for my good- 
will. He afterwards told me, that rather than 
be a burden to any body, he had accuftomcd 
himfelf, by degrees, to live fo frugally, that 
the leaft nouriihmcnt was IbfBcient for his ilib- 
fiftence. This was but too true: his whole 
food confided of leeks aroi onions; and there- 
fore he was nothing but ikin and bone. That 
he might have no witnefs of his ^retched re- 
paft, he ufcd to lock himfelf up in his cham- 
ber at meals. 1 obtained of him, however, 
- by dint of intreaty, that we fhould dine and 
fup together; and deceiving his pride by an 
ingenious companion, ordered more vit^uals 
and 
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and liquor than I had occaflon for, to be 
brought, and urged him [o eac and drink. 
At firft he flood upoo ceremony, but at length 
he yielded to my intreaties. After which, 
becoming inlcnfibly more bold, he, of him- 
felf, aflifted me in clearing my plate, and 
emptying my bottle. 

When he had drank four or five draughts, 
and reconciled his ftomach to good nouriih- 
ment; *• Truly (faid he, v/ich an air of gaiety) 
you are very bewitching, Signior Gil Bias, 
you make me do what you pleafe j your be- 
haviour divefts me of all fear of abufing your 
beneficent difpofition." My captain, at that 
rims, icemed {o well rid of Ihame, th::tifl 
had laid hold of the opportunity of prcffing 
him again to accept my purfe, I believe he 
would not have refufed it. But I did not put 
him to the trial; contenting myfclf with hav- 
ing made him my mefs-mate, and with taking 
the trouble not only of writing his memorials, 
but alfo of helping him to compofe them. By 
means of having copied homilies, I had learn- 
ed to turn a period, and was become a kind 
of author. The old officer, on his part, pi- 
qued himfclf on his knowledge of compofi- 
tion: fo that exerting ourfelves together, 
through emulation, we produced morlels of 
eloquence, worthy of the nwft celebrated maf- 
ters of Salamanca. But in vain did each of 
us exhaufl his genius, in fowing flowers of 
rhetoric in thofe memorials-; it was no better, 
as the laying is; than fowing them on fand, 
3 Whatever 
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Whatever expedient we fell upon to enchance 
the fervices of Don Hannibal, the court paid 
no regard to it. A circumflance that did not 
at all engage the old invalid to make the elo- 
gium of thofe officers who ruin themfelves 
in the field. In this bad humour, he curled 
his fate, and wiihed Naples, Lombardy, and 
the Low Countries, at the devil. 

To complete his mortification, it happened 
one day, that, uider his very nofc, a poet, 
introduced by the Duke d'Alva, having re- 
hearfed, in the prefence, an ode on the birth 
of an In&nta, was gratified with a pcnfion of 
five hundred ducats. I believe the maimed 
captain would have run mad on this occafion, 
had I not been at great pains to recompofe 
him; *' What is the matter ? (faid 1, feeing 
him quite befide himfelf j) there is nothing in 
this that ought to give you uneafinels. Has 
it not been the privilege of poets, time im- 
memorial, to make princes pay tribute to the 
Mufc ? There is not a crowned head in the 
world, that does not gratify one of thofe gen- 
tlemen with a penfiOD : and, between you and 
me, theft fort of rewards being generally 
tranfmitted to the knowledge of pofterity, im- 
mortalize the liberality of kings: whereas the 
other recompences which they bellow, are of- 
ten butjfo much iofs to their reputation. How 
many rewards did Auguftus difpenfe? How 
many penfions did he grant, of-which we 
have not the leal); intimation i But the moft 
remote pofterity will always kaowt as we doj 
that 
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that Virgil received near two hundred tliou- 
fand crowns from the bounty of lliat em- 
peror." 

Notwithllanding all I could fay to Don 
Hannibal, the fruits of the ode ftuck in his 
ftomach like leadj and as he could not digdl 
it, he rcfolved to abandon the whole of his 
purfuit. But firft, being willing, as his laft 
effort, to prefent one other memorial to the 
Duke of Lerma, we went tc^ther to the houfc 
of that prime minifter, where we met a young 
man, who having faluted the captain, faid to 
him, with an affcftionate air, "My dear old 
mafter, is it you ? what affair has brought you 
hither ? If you have occafion for a perfon of 
intereft with his highnefs, pray command me j 
I offer to you my good offices." " How, Pe- 
drillo, (replied the captain)} to hear you talk, 
one would imagine you enjoy (bme important 
poft in this family." " I have, at leaft (an- 
Iwered the young man), power enough to be 
of fervice to an honeft country gentleman hke 
you." « If that be the cafe, (faid the officer, 
with a fmile,) I have recourft to your protec- 
tion." " It Is'granted, (rcfumed Pedrillo,) let 
me know what is the bufinefs, and I promifc 
you ffiall get fome fnips out of the minifter." 

We had no Iboner communicated the affair 
to this benevolent young fellow, than he aflced 
where Don Hannibal lodged; in which being 
Satisfied, he affiired us, that we fhould hear 
of him next day; and then difappeared, with- 
out giving us the leaft hint of what he ia- 
tendcd 
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tended to do or even telling us whether or 
no he belonged to the Duke of Lerma. I 
was curious to know who this PedriUo was, 
that feemed fo fprightly. " He is a young 
fellow (faid the captain) 'who ferved.mefonne 
years ago, and who feeing me in'want, left 
me to go in quell of a better place. I don't 

.blame him for that: it is very natural for one 
to change for the better. He is a wag, who 
does not want undetftanding, and is m iiv- , 
triguing as the devili but in fpite of all his 
art, I don't depend a great deal upon the zeal 
which he has exprelTed in my behalf." *' Who 
knows (faid I) but he may be" offome ufe? 
If he belongs, for example, to fome one of 
the Duke's principal officers, he may have it 
in his power to do you fervice. You are not 
ignorant that pvery thing is' carried, among 
the- great, by cabal and intrigue; that they 
have ^vourite domelUcs, who lead them by 
the nofe ; and that thefe again, in their turn, 
are governed by their own valets." 

Next morning PcdriUo coming to our lodg- 
ings, " Gentlemen, ((aid he,) if I did not ex- 
plain myfelf ycfterday, on the means I have 
of fcrving captain Chinchilla, it was becaufe 

, we were not in a place-proper for fach an ex- 
planation. Befides, I was willing to Ibund 
the bufinefs, before I difcloCed it to you. You 
mud know then, that I am the lacquey and 
confident of Signior Rodrigo de C^derona, 
the Duke of Lerma's fiift fecretary. My 
mafter, who is very much addided to gallan- 

■ . *'y» 
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try, fups every evening with an Arragoniaa 
nightingale, that he keeps encaged near the 
court. She is a very handlbme girl, from 
Albarazin, of good underftanding, and Hngs 
to admiraaonj therefore Ihe is called Signiora 
Sirena. As I carry a billet doux to her every 
morning, I have jutl now (een her ; I have 
propofed that Ihe (hall make Don Hannibal 
pals for ' her uncle, and on that fuppofition, 
engage her gallant to proteft him. She is 
willing to uudertake the affair; for, belidea 
the fmall advantage (he forefees in it for her- 
felf, (he will be extremely glad to be thou^c 
the niece of a brave gendcman." 

Signior de Chinchilla made wry faces at this 
propofal, and exprelTed a reluftance in mak- 
ing himfelf an accomplice of fuch a prank i 
atid ftill more, in fu(fering a (he-advcntueer 
to dilhonour his family, by faying (he belong- 
ed to it. He was difgufted at it, not only 
on account of himfelf but alfa perceived in 
it (if I may be allowed the expreflion), a re- 
tro-aftive ignominy upon all his anceltors. 
This delicacy feemcd very unfeafonable to Pc- 
drillo, who, being (hocked at it, exclaimed, 
" You jeft, furc, to take it in that view! 
You are fuch a fct of people, you cottage 
'fquires, your vanity is quite ridiculous. Sig- ■ 
nior cavalier (he purfued, addreffing himfelf 
to me) arc you not furpiifcd a: the fcruples 
he makes? Egad! it is a fine thing indeed 
to (land on fuch punftilios at court ? Fortune 
is iKver neglefted there, whatever fliape it, 
alTumes." I a£t. 
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I approved of what Pedrillo faid, and wc 
harrangucd die captain fo fuccefsfuUy, that we 
prev^lcd upon him, in fpite of himfelf, to 
become Sirena's uncle. "When he had gained 
this viftory over his pride, we laid all our 
three heads together, in order to compofc a 
new memorial for the minifter, and it was re- 
viled, augmented, and correifled accordingly. 
I then wrote it out fair, and Pedrillo carried 
it to the Arr^onian lady, who, that very 
evening, put it into the hands of Srgrfior Don 
Rodrigo, to whom ftie fpoke in luch a man- 
ner, that the fecretary believing her really the 
captain's niece, promifed to exert himfelf in 
his behalf. A few days after wc faw the ef- 
fefl of this our work. Pedrillo came to our 
lodging with an air of triumph: *' Good news 
(faid he to Chinchilla), the king is going to 
make a diftribution of governments, benefices, 
and penfions, in which you Ihall not be for- 
got. But I am ordered to afk whatprefcnt 
you intend to make to Sirena. As for my 
own part, I declare I'll have nothing at all. 
1 prefer ti\e pleafure of having contributed to- 
wards bettering my old mafter's fortune, to 
all die gold in the world. But this is not the 
cafe of our nymph of Albarazin: flie is a 
Jiltle Jewiftily inclined, when the bufinefs is 
to oblige her neighbour : fhe would take mo- 
ney of hepown father; fo you may judge if 
file will refufe it from a pretended uncle.* 

" Let her mention her demand (replied 

Don Hannibal), Ihefliall, if fhe pleafes, nave 

yearly 
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yearly one third of the penfion I obtain j and . 
that ought to fatisfy her, if die whole revenues 
of his Catholic Majefty were concerned in the 
bargain." "For my own -part (replied Don 
Rodrigo's Mercury) I would chearfully rely 
upon your word, becaufc I know the vahie of 
it J but you have to do with a little creature, 
who is natundly diftrullful ; bcfides, (he would 
much rather have, once for all, two thirds cf 
the produ(5t advanced in ready' money." 
" Where the devil does ftie think I ftiall 6nd 
it (cried the officer, haftily interrupting him), 
does Jhe think that I am a money broker ? It 
fecms you have not made her acquainted 
with my fituarion." '■' Pardon mf (replied 
Pcdrillo), flie knows very well that you are as 
poor as Job: after what I told her, fhe can- 
not be ignorant of yo, r circumftances. But 
don't give yourfclf a: y trouble about the 
matter, I am a man ft tile in expedients. I 
know an old rogue of x lawyer, who takes 
pleafure in lending money at ten per cent. 
You fhall make an affignment, with fecurity 
to him, before a notary, of the firft year of 
your penfion, for the like fum, which you fhall 
acknowledge to have received from him, and 
which you will touch in effedt, the intereft 
included. With regard to the fecurity, the 
lender will be contented with your caftle of 
Chinchilla, fuch as it isj fo that we fhall 
have no dilute upon that fcore." 

The captain protefted that he would accept 
of the conditions, if he Ihould be lucky enough 
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to Jiave any Ihare in the favours which were 
to be dtilributed next day. And he was not 
difappointed j being gratified with a penfion 
of three hundred piltoles on a certain govern- 
ment. As foon as he underftood this piece of 
news, he gave all the fecurity that was de- 
manded, tranfaiSkd his little affairs, and re- 
turned to New Caftile, with fome piftoles in 
his pocket. 

CHAP XII. 

Gil Bias meets bis dear friend Fabricitts al courts 
tbier mutual joy; fbey repair togetber to a cer- 
tain place) where a curious converjation bap- 
pens between them, "- 

IContrafted a cuftom of going every morn- 
ing to court, where I commonly fpent two 
or three hours, in feeing the grandees paft and 
repafs, though they appeared there, without 
that fplendour which furrounds them in other I 
places. 

One day as I walked to and fro, and ftrut- 
ted through the apartments, making, like ma- 
ny others a foohih figure enough, I perceived 
Fabricius, whom I had left at Valladolid, in 
the fervice of an hofpital-direftor. What afto- 
nilhed me was, that he talked familiarly to 
the Duke of Medina Sidonia, and the Mar- 
quis of Santa- Cruz. Nay, thefe two noble- 
men feemed to liften to him with pleafure, 
and he was as well drefled as a man of quality. ., 
Am I^ no't miftaken, faid I to myfelfj Can 

, ' this 
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this be the fon of barber Nunez; Perhaps it 
is fome young courtier, who refembles him ? 
I did not' long remain in doubt : the noble- 
men went away, and I accofted Fabricius. 
He knew me at firft fight j and after having 
made me Iqueeze through the croud with him, 
to get out of the apartments, " My dear Gil 
Bias (faid he, embracing me), I am rejoiced 
to fee you again. How art thou employed at 
Madrid ? art thou ftill in fervice ? or haft cKou ■ 
fome poft at court ? Give me an account of 
all that has happened to thee, fince thy pre- 
cipitate retreat from Valladolid." " You afk 
me a great many queftions atonCe, (faid I,) 
and we are not how in a proper place to relate 
adventures." " Thou art in the right, (he 
replied,) we ftiall be more at liberty in my 
lodgings. Come, I will fiiew you the way: 
it is not far from hence. I am quite my own 
mafter, agreeably lodged, perfeftly eafy in 
my circumftanccs, I am tontented with my 
fiiuation, and happy becaufe I think myfelf 
fo." 

I accepted the propofal, and followed Fa- 
bricius, who ftopped before a very fine houfe, 
where he told me he lodged. Wc croffed a 
court, where, on one fide, there was a great 
ftair-cafe that led to very fuperb apartments, 
and on the other a frnall flight, equally dark 
and narrow, by which we afcended to the 
lodging he had fo much extolled. It confifted 
of one room only, which my ingenious friend 
had i^vided into four, by thin deal boards. 
The 
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The firft fcrved as an anrichamber to the fc- 
cond where he lay; he made a dofct of 
the third, and a kitchen of the laft. The 
chamber and antechamber were lined with 
maps and thcfes of philofophy, and the fur- 
niture was fuitable to this kind of hanging; 
confifting of a latge lyocard bed, very niuch 
worn, ■ old chairs covered with yellow fergc, 
garnithed with a fringe of Grenada filk of the 
fame colour; a table with gilt feet, covered 
with leather that fecmed to be once red, and 
bordered by a tinfel fringe become black by 
the lapfe oftimej with an ebony cup-board, 
adorned with figures coarfely carved. He had, 
inftead of a bureau, in his clofet, a little table j 
and his library was compofed of fome books, 
with feveral bundles of paper lying on Jhelves, 
placed above one another, along the wall. 
His kitchen which was conformable' to the 
reft, contained fome earthen ware, and other 
BCcefTary utenfils. 

Fabricius, after having g^ven me time to 
confider his apartment, faid, " What doft thou 
think of my lodging and ceconomy ; an't 
thou enchanted with them ?" " Yes, faith, 
• (I replied fmiling,) I am fo. Thou muft have 
certainly played thy cards well at Madrid, to 
be fo wcU fumiftied. Thou, doubtlefc, en- 
joyeft fome poft." "Heaven forbid! (repli- 
ed he,) the bufinefs I follow is above all em- 
ployments whatever. A man offafliion, to 
whom this houfe belongs, gave me a room, 
wluch I hare divided into four> and fomilhcd. 
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as thou'feefl;. I meddle with nothing but what 
gives me pleafurc, and feel not the cravings 
of neceflicy." *' Pray be more explicit (fiiid 
J, interrupting him) you irritate the defirc ( 
have of knowing what you do," ** Wdl 
(faid he) thou Ihalt be fatisfied. I am turned 
authqur, and have cotnmenccd wit ; I wrioe 
in verfe as wel) as in prole, and am equaU/ 
good at every thing. 

** Thou a favourite of Apollo ! (cried I, 
laughing.) This is what I never could have 
divined. I fhould have been much lefs fur- 
prifcd to have found thee in a quite contrary 
fituation. What charms couldft ehou find in 
riieconditionofapoet? methinks thefc people 
are commonly delpited in civil life, and are 
far from having an eftablilbed ordinary." O 
fye 1 (cried he in his turn) thou talked of thofc 
trtiterable authours, whole works are the refufe 
of libraries and players. Is it to be wondered 
at, that fuch writers are not efieemed ? Bue 
good authours, my friend, arcon a better foot- 
ing in the world ; and I nuy lay, without va- 
nity, that I am one of that number." " I 
don't at all doubt it (faid I ;) thou art a young 
fellow of excellent genius. That which is 
compofed by thee cannM be bad. All that I 
am at a lofs to know, is, how thou was firlt 
feized with the rage of rhyme." 

" Thy furprife is juft (replied Nunnez) j I 
was fo well fatisfied with my fituation while in 
thefcrvice of Don Manuel Ordonnez, that 
I did not Co much as'wifh for any other. Buc 

Vol. III. F mp 
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my G emus rifing by dcgrtcs, like that of Plau- 
tus, above fervitude, I compofed a comedy, 
which was afted by the company who per- 
fomiedat Valladolid. AUhough it was not 
worth a fig, it met with great iliccefs ; from 
whence I concluded that the public was a good 
milch cow, which cafily parted with its ftore. 
This reflection, joined to rljp furious defire of 
composing new pieces, detached me from'thc 
holpital. The love of poetry banilhed my 
paflion for riches; and refolving to repair to 
Madrid, as the centre of wit, in order to form 
my taftc, I demanded my difmiflion from the 
direftor, who did not grant it without regret, 
fo much aSeCtion had he conceived for me." 
" Fabricius (faid he) haft thou anv caufe to 
be diflatisfied ?" " No, Sir (I replied) ; you 
are the beft of mafters; antj I am penetrated 
with your generoHty. But, you know, ont 
muft follow his deftiny. 1 find I am bom 
to eternize my name by works of genius." 
« What folly poflefles thee! (refumed the 
good citizen) thou haft aheady taken root in 
the hofpital, and art of that kind of wood of 
which ftewards, and even direftors are made. 
Thou art going to leave whatis folid, in order 
to employ thyfclf in trifles ; and thou wilt foon 
repent of thy imprudence, my child." 

"Thedireftor, feeing that he oppofed my 
defign £0 nopurpofc, paid my wages, and, over 
ftod above, made me aprefentoiflfty ducac, 
as a rccompence for my &thful fervices : So 
chat with tab, and what 1 found means to 
gkan 
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glean in the little comitiiflions that vere en- 
irufted to my inte^iiy, I was in a condition, 
on my arrival at Madrid, to appear in a very 
handfome manner. This I failed not to do i 
though the writers of our nation don't much 
pique thcmfelves on their neat appearance. 
I foon became acquainKd with Lope de Ve- 
ga*, Miguel Cervantez de Saavcdraf, and 
other famous authors ; but in preference to thefe 
great men, I chofc for my preceptor, a young 
bachelor of Cordova, die incomparable Doa 
Lewis dc Gongora, the fineft genius that ever 
Spain produced. He will not allow his works 
to be printed in his life time, but contuiCi 
;himfelfwitfi reading them to his friends i and 
what is very remarltable, nature has endued 
him with the rare talent of fuccecding in all 
kinds of poetry. He chiefly excek in fatire, 
which is indeed His main ftrength. He is not 
(like Lucilius) a muddy river, thatfwccpsa- 
long with it abundance of flime -, but rather 
the Tagus, that rolls over golden lands its 
limpid ftream." " Thou draweft (f^d I to 
Fabricus) an agreeable pifture of this fanw 
bachelor > and 1 don't doubt that a perfon of 
fuch merit has a great number of envious 
enemies." " All our authours (he replied) 

* tape Fili» de Veg« Cnpio, ■ renowneil Jtimitick poet, t» 
BtKh Kliium) bf the Spiniwdli u Sbakrpeite [with whom he ixf 
csteaponrr) it bf 'the Eii(tifli. Ht ctunpofcd eightua huoditi 
^ccei for the ibge, in vetU, bcfidei ninj Mh>r vorlu thM prodiitn 
we frvkfiiliKri of hit geniui. 

I-Mitoel C?n*«««4i SMredra, the c'^iebratsd wd»«t of Om 
<)^we. 
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good as well as bad, inveigh bitterly againft 
him. He delightSj fays tfne, in botnbaft, 
points, metaphors, and tranfpofuion. His 
verfesj faith another, are as obfcure as thofe 
which the Salian priefts fung in their procef- 
fions, and which nobody underftood. Others 
again find fault with his compofing fometimes 
ibnnets, or romances, fometimes comedies, 
ftanzas, and acrofticks; as if he had fooliftily 
undertaken to eclipfe all the great mafters in 
their own different ways. But all tliefe ef- 
forts of jcaloufy are baffled by a niufe that is 
cherifhed by all ranks of people, from the 
h'igheft to the loweft. 

*' It was under this fkllful mafter that I ferv- 
ed my apprenticelhip, and I dare fay, it has 
appeared : for I have fo happily imbibed his 
genius, that I have already compoled fomc 
detached pieces which he would not blufh to 
father. I opened my ware (according to hii 
example) inthehoufes of the great, where I 
am wonderfully well received, and have- to do 
widi people who are not difficult to pleafe. 
'Tistrue, indeed, my fuccefsful beginning has 
been of no diflervice to my later compofitions. 
In Ihort, I am beloved by ftveral noblemen, 
«nd in particular live with the Duke de Me- 
dina Sidonia, as Horace once lived with Mee- 
-cenas. You fte (added Fabricius) in what 
manner I was mctamorphofed into an authour, 
I have nothing elfe to relate ; fo, that it is now 
thy turn, Gil Bias, to rchearfc thy exploits." 

1 opened 
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I opened accprdingly, and fupprefling every 
trivial circumftance, gave him the detail he 
defiled: after which, it being dinner-time, he 
took, out of his ebony cupboard, a couple 'of 
napkins, feme bread, the remains of a fliouL- 
der of roift mutton, a bottle of excellent wine, 
and we fat down to table with all the gaiety of 
two friends who meet after a long fcparation. 
" Thou fceft (laid he) my free and indepen- 
dent life ; I might, if I would, go and din« 
everyday with the people of quality; but, 
befides that the poetick inclination keeps m« 
oftentimes at home, I am a fort of an Arifldp- 
pus : and can equally accommodate myfelf to 
company and foiitude, to affluence and fiuga- 
lity." We liked the wine fo well, that thcr« 
was a neceflity of taking another bottle from 
the ftore ; Mid towards the end of the repaft, 
I exprelfed a dcfire of feeing fome of his pro. 
duftions. He imnwdiatcly fearched among 
his papers for a tbnnet, which h« read alouS 
with great emphafis. Neverthelefs, in fpitc 
of the charms of his reading, I found the per- 
formance fo obfcurc, that 1 could not compre- 
hend the meaning of one fyllablc. Perceiving 
tfiy igaorancCj " This fonnet (faid he) does 
not feem very clear to thy apprehenfion ! is it 
notfo?" I owned ro him that I could have 
wilhed it h^ been more plain. Upon which, 
Jie fcjl a. laughing at my expenfe. " If this 
fonnet (he refumed) is not intelligible, fo 
jnuck the better. The Natural and Simple 
won't do for fonaets, odes, and other work§ 
F 3 that 
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that require the fublimc. The fole merit of 
thcfe, is in their obfcurity ; and it is fuffici- 
cni if the poet himfeif thinks he underftands 
them," " You joke, friend, (faid I, inter- 
rupting him,) good fenfe and perfpicuity ought 
to be ingredients in poetry of all kinds what- 
ever ; and if the incomparable Gongora writes 
not moreplairJy than thou doft, I confels my 
opinion of him Hnks apace. He muil be a 
poet who can never deceive any other age than 
his own. Let us now have afpecimen of thy 
profe." Hereupon, NunnSz produced a pre- 
Bce, which (he faid) he intended to prefix to 
a coHeftion of comedies that he had then in the 
prefs ; and having read it, afked my opinion, 
*' I am (faid I) no better pleafed with thy 
profe than with thy poetry. Thy fonnct is a 
piece of verbofe ftjftian ; and thy preface is 
compofed of far-fetched expreffions, words 
that have not the publick ftamp, perplexed 
phrafts ; in a word, thy ftyle is quite pecuKar 
to thyfelf ; and the books of our beft authours, 
ancient, as well as modern, are written in a 
quite different manner." " Poor ignorannus 1 
(cried Fabricius,) thou doll not know thenjtha 
every profaic writer who now afpires at the re- 
putatioh of a delicate pen, af^e^s that fingu- 
laricy<offtyle, and ihofe odd expreffions which 
fhock thee fo much. There are of us, five or 
Tick bold innovators, who have uttdertaken to 
make a thorough change in the language i 
and we will accomplifii it (pleafe God) in ipite 
of Lope de Vega, Cervantez, uid all the fine 



(, Google 



GIL B L A a. loj 

geniufes, who civil at our new modes of fpeech. 
Wc arc fcconded by 'a number of parrizansof 
diftiniftion, -and have even ibme theologician) 
in our cabal. 

" After all (added he) our defign is com- 
mendable J and, prejudice apart, we are more 
▼aluable than thofe natural writers, who fpeak 
like the common run of mankind. I don't 
know for what rcafon they are efteemed by 
fo many pcrlons of honour. Their "mannef 
was proper enough at Athens or' Rome, whers 
there was no diftinftion in point of fpeakingi 
fo that Socrates faid to Alcibiades, the people 
was an excellent fchoolmafter : but at Ma- 
drid, we have both a good and bad language, 
and our courtiers exprefs themfelves quit* 
otherwife than our citizens, believe me. la 
ihort, our new ftyle overtops that of our anta- 
gonifts. I will, by one example, make the* 
perceive the difference between the gentility 
of oiirdiftfon, and the ftafflefs of theirs. They 
would fay, quite plainly (for inftance) " In- 
terludes embcllifh a comedy." While we 
with more fpirit, would pronounce " Inter- 
ludes create bjauty in a comedy." Take no- 
tice pf dut, "create beauty." Doft thou 
perceive all the brilliancy, all the delicacy, all 
the prettinels of the expreflion ?" 

I interrupted my innovator witK a loud 
laugh. " Go, Fabriclus, (faid I,) thou art 
quite an original with this thy precious lan- 
guage." "And thou (anfwered he) art no 
becter than 9 beaft, with chy natural ftyle. 
F 4 G» 
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Go, (faid he, rcpearing the words of the 
archbifliop of .Grenada) go and tell my trea- 
furer, to give you a hundred ducats j and 
heaven direct you with that llim ; adieu, Mr. 
Gil Bias, I wifh you a great deal of good for- 
tune, with alitde moreiafte." 

I redoubled my mirth at this (ally j and Fa- 
bricius, forgiving me for having fpoken fo irre- 
verently of his writings, loft nothing of his 
-good biimour. We finilhed our fecond bot- 
tle, and getting up from table in a pretty good 
■trim, went out with an intent to walk in the 
Prado 3 but palling by the door of a tavern, 
we took it in our heads to go in. 

This place was ufually frequented by good 
company ; and I obfervedin twofeparate halls 
a great many cavalier* amufing themfelves in 
different diverfions. In one, they played ^C 
draughts snd primcFO J and in the other, tcu 
-er twelve jicrfons were liftening very attentive- 
ly to a difpute between two profefled wits. 
We had no occaHoa to go near them, in order 
to Icarn that a metaphyficalpropofitionwas the 
fubjeftof tlieir dilpute ; for they talked with 
iiich warmth and tranfport, that they looked 
Jike people poffeQed. I imagine if Eleazar's * 
iring had been put under their noles, we Ihould 

" £lfazir, a'famoui nuthematiciin, who call out devUt, byly'inf 
to Ihe nofe of (hs pofTenVd 3 certain myfticaJ ring, which the die- 
noa no fooner faKlled, than he oTcrtucnrd and abandoned Che pa. 
lienu H: prcfomied before the Empecoui Vefpafiin ; and in ocdcc 
To {how (he powei he bad ovec Ihe devil, commandcil hjm lo oTctfec, 
a piKhor of wacef. Ttui Che dxown ioimHiaiel)' cooiplied with, 1^ 
tlie lOaaiJlunentof all giihuu 

-r have 
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have feen devils ifluc with their breath.. " Good 
God (faid 1 to my companion) what paflion ; 
what lungs ! Thefe difputants were certainly 
born to be publick criers. The greateft part of 
mankindaremifplaccd." "YeSjtruly; (here- 
plied;) thefe people feem to be "of the race of 
Novius*, that Roman banker, whofe voice 
exceeded the noife of carmen. But (added he) 
what gives me the greateft difguft at their dii^ 
cdurle, is, that our earsareftunned to no pur- 
pofe." We removed at a diftance from thofe 
vociferous metaphyficians, and by that ex- 
pedient, I prevented a violent hcad-ach which 
had begun to feize me. We went and fat 
down in the comer of the other hall, whence, 
while we drank refrefhing liquors, we examin- 
ed the cavaliers as they came in and went out, 
asNiinnez knew aimoft all of them. " Egad ! 
(cried he,) the difpute of our philofophers 
won't be foon over: here are frcfh reinforce- 
ments arriving : thefe three men will engage 
in the fray. " But feeft thou thefe two originals 
going out ? That little, fwarthy, withered 
creature, whofe lank ftraight hair falls down in 
equal portions before and behind, is called Don 
Julian deVellanunno J aad is a young judge 

• Novios, luhotH Mr. Lc Sage honoun with the tiile of binker, 
*5i no ojhcr than 1 raaJt ufucsr, who, fsoso being i flrtvc, tame 10 
be's^fich citilen ol-Rom;. Horace, who his psrpciuaMd his in- 
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who affef^s die beau : one of iVif friends and 
I going to dine with him t'other day, fur- 
priled him in a pretty HnguUr occupation. 
He was diverting himfelf in his clofet, by 
throwing jiway tlw writing* of a procefs, of 
■which he b to make a report, and make a 
grey-hound bring them back ^ain to him t 
while rfic dog tore them to pieces very hand- 
fomely. The name of that licentiate with the 
co[^r note, who accompanies him, is Dor 
Cherubin Tonto, a canon of the church of 
Toledo, the weakeft mortal in the world : 
though by his fprighdy fmiling air, you would 
imagine he had a great deal of wit. He has 
bright fparkling eyes, with an arch malici- 
ous fneer > fo that one would be apt to think 
him a wag. When he hears a delicate per- 
formance read, he iiftens with fuch attention 
as fecms fiill c^ underflanding, and all the 
while comprehends nothing at all of the mat- 
ter. Hedined with u4 at the judge's houfe, 
where an infinite number of witty things were 
faid : but he fpoke never a word, though be 
applauded them with grimaces and gditures 
that feemed even fuperiour Xo the faikes that 
we uttered." 

" Doil thou know (faid I to Nunnez) thefc 
two Ihabby fellows, who, with their elbows 
on the table fit in the corner, and converfe 
together in whilpers ?" " No (faid he) their 
faces are quite unknown to mc; but in all ' 
likelihood, they arc coffee-houfe politicians 
who cenfure the government. Mind that gen- 
3 K*'. 
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tSel cavalier, w^io whifljcs as he walks through 
the hall, and fupports himfclf fometimes oa 
one foot, rometimeson another: that is Don 
Auguftin Mqreto, a young poet, who was 
born with ibme genius, but flattwers and ig- 
norant people have almoft turned his brain. 
The man whom he accofts is one of his con- 
iederates, who is alfo moon-ftruck, and rhimes 
in profe. -, 

" More authours ftill ! (cried he, Ihowing 
me two well-drcfled men coming in) one would 
think they had made a rendezvous here, to 
pafs in review before thee. Thefe are Don 
Bernard Deflcnguado, and Don Sebaftian dc 
Villa Viciofa. The firft is a genius full of 
gall, an authour born under the planet Saturn, 
a malicious mortal, whofe pleafure confifts in 
hating all the world, and is himfelf beloved 
by nobody. As for Don Sebaftian, he is a 
young fellow of candour, who will let nothing 
lie upon his confcience; he lately brought 4 
performance <»i the ftage, which had an extra- 
ordinary run: and now he has printed it, that 
he may ho longer abufe the efteem of the 
publick.'* 

The charitable pupil of Gongora was going 
on in explaining the figures of this pi^ure* 
which Ihitted fo often to the view ; when a 
gentleman belonging to the Duke de Medina 
Sidonia, came and interrupted him> faying, 
'*,Signior Don Fabricio, 1 was looking for 
youj iti order to let you know that hisgrace 
Would fpeak with you immcdiacely, ac hi? own 
Ft houle 
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houfe. Nunnez, who knew that a grandee's 
wilhes cannot be too foon fadsficd, quieted tne 
in a trice, to go and wait upon his Mseccnas j 
while T remained very much aftonifhcd to hear 
him honoured with the appeUation of Don, 
and fee him thus become noble, in defpitt of 
his fire, mafter Cryfoftom, the barber. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Fai^ricius atiroduces ,Cil Bias to the fervtce gf 
Count Galiano., a Sicilian nDhkman. 

I Was fo defirous of feeing Fabricius again, 
that I vifited him early next morning. 
**Good morrow, (faid I, when I entered,) 
Signior Don Fabricio, the flower, or rather 
glow-worm of the Afturian nobility !" At 
thefe words he laughed heartily. « Thou haft 
obferved then ^cried he) that 1 am dubbed a 
Don f" " Yes, Mr. Gentleman (I replied); 
and give me leave to tell you, that when you 
recounted your metamorphofis yefterday, you 
" forgot the beft part of it." *• I did fo (an- 
fwcrcd he) j but truly, if I have affumed that 
honourable tide, it was not fo much with a 
view to gratify my own vanity, as to accom- 
modate myfelf to that of others. Thou know- 
til the humour of the Spaniards ; they make 
no account of an honeft man if he has the 
misfortune to be both poor and mean bom. 
I muft tell thee too, that 1 fee fo many people 
call thcmfclves Don Francifco, Don Pedro, 
OF Don what-you-wUL that if there is no cheat 
'1 
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in the cafe, thou wilt allow nobility to be a 
very common thing, and agree, that a pkbeian 
of merit honours it by his aflbciation. But let 
us change the fubjeft, (added he); laft night 
I fupped at the Duke de Medina Sidonia's, 
where, among other guefts, was Count Gali- 
ano, a Sicilian nobleman of the Rrft rank : 
and the converfation turning on the ridiculous 
effects of felf-love, I, charmed that I had it 
in my power to entertain the company on that 
fubjeit, regaled them with the ftory of the 
homilies. Thou mayeft. well imagine they 
laughed heartily, and cenfured the archbifhop 
as he dcferved. This produced no bad effe&. 
for thee: for thou waft pitied by every body; 
and Count Galiano, after having a(ked a good 
many qucftions concerning thee, to which thou 
mayft believe I made iuitable anfwers, defircd 
me to bring thee to-his houfe. I was juft now 
going in queft of ihee, to condudt thee thither. 
I fuppofe he intends to offer thee the place of 
one of his fecretaries j and I advife thee to ac- 
cept of it. The Count is rich, and Ipends like 
an ambaffador, at Madrid : he is come to court, 
it is (aid, to confer with the Duke of Lermi^ 
about the crown-demefnes which that minifter 
defigns to alienate in Sicily. In fhort, Count 
Galiano, though a Sicilian, feems to be gene- 
rous, juft, and open; and thou canft not do 
better than attach thyfelf to him: he is the 
man, in all probability, who is defiined to 
enrich thee, according to what was foretold in 
thy behalf at Grenada." . 

«I.had 
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. ** I had refolvcd (did I to Nunnez) to live 
at large a little, and enjoy myfelf a good while, 
before I ihould go to ferVice again : but thou 
fpcakeft to me of this Sicilian count in fucK a 
manner, as induces me to change my rdblu- 
tion, and even to wifti I was already in his 
family." •' Thou mayft foon be there (he 
replied) or I am much miftaken." At the 
fanne time we went out bother to the Count, 
who lodged in the houle o( his friend Don 
Sancho d'Avila, then in the country. 

We found in the court a great numbcrof 
pages and footmen, clothed in a livtry equal- 
ly rich and gay ; and in the anti-chamber fe- 
veral ufhers, gentlemen, and other officers, 
all magnificently drefled : but withal fo ugly, 
that they looked like a company of apes la 
SpaniOt garb. There are figures, both of 
men and women, on wluch all art is thrown 
away. 

Don Fabricius having fent in his name, was 
immediately introduced into a room, whither 
I followed him ; and found the Count in hit 
morning gown, fitting on a Ibpha, and drink- 
ing chocolate. We faluted him with all the 
<Jcmonftrations of the moft profound refpc& ; 
and he honoured us with an inclination of the 
head, accompanied by fuch a gracious fmile, 
as at once gained my heart. A wonderfiJ 
effefl:, rhough an ordinary one, whidi a fa- 
vourable reception from the great produces in 
our breafts I Xbey muft receive us very ill* 
iodee^ 
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indeed, before wc be dilgufted at their beha- 
viour. 

Having drank his chocolate, he amufed 
himfelf jome time in playing with a large 
baboon that fat by him, and was called Cupid. 
I don't know for what rcafon tht name of that 
god was bellowed on this animal, unlels it 
was becaufe it: had all his malice; for it re- 
fembled him in nothing elfe. Such as it was, 
however, it did not fail to ^ve vaft delight to 
its mafter, who was fo much charmed wicb 
ics merry tricks, that he hu^ed it inceflantly 
in his arms. Though Nunnez and I were not 
much, diverted with the gambols of this 
beaft, we feigned ourfelves enchanted with 
its performances ; which pleafed the Sicilian fo 
much, that he fufpended the plcafure he en- 
joyed in this paftime, to tell me, *' Fricnd> 
you have it in your option to be one of my 
fecretaries ; if you like the place, I will give 
you two hundred piftoles a year, without any 
other recommtndation than that of DoirF*- 
bricio." '* My Lord, (cried Nunnez,) I am 
bokkr than Flato> who had not courage- 
enough to anfwer for one of his friends, 
whom he fent to the tyrant Dionyfius. I am 
not afraid ctf' bringing rqiroaches upon myfelf, 
. by vouching for my friend." 

I thanked the Afturian poet wi^ alow bow, 
for his obliging conSdence : then addrelling 
myl^to my patron, aflbred him of my zeat 
and fidelity. This nobleman no fooner per- 
ceived that I reUflicd his propolal» than he or- 
dered 
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dered his ftcward to be called : to whom hav-^ - 
ing communicated fomcthing in a whifper, he 
faid, " Gil Bias, I will tell you prelently what 
is to be the nature of your employment. Mean 
while you may follow my fteward, who has re- 
ceived orders concerning you," I according- 
ly obeyed, leaving Fabricio with the Count, 
and Cupid. 

The fteward, who was a molt fubtile Mcf- 
fmeze, conducted me to his apartment, where 
he loaded me with civilities; and fending .for 
the taylorwho had equipped the whole family, 
ordered him to make for me, with all de- 
fpatch, a fuit of clothes of the fame mag- 
nificence as thofe of the principal officers. The 
taylor having taken meafurc of me, and re- 
tired, " As for your lodging (faid die Mefli- 
neze) I know a chamber that will exaftly fit 
you. But have you breakiafted?" (added 
he.) When I anfwered .in the negative, " Ah, 
poor lad (faid he) why did not you fpeak? 
Come, I will ftiow you to a place, where, 
thank heaven, you may have what you will 
for the alking." 

So faying, he carried me down to the but- 
tery, where we found the butler, a true Nea- 
politan, every whit as cunning as the Mef- 
jTenian, It might be faid of him and the 
fteward, Thefe two make a fair. This honcft 
butler, with five or fix of his friends, were 
cramming themfelves with ham, cold tongue, 
and other relifiiing bits, which obliged them 
to redouble their draughts. We joined thefe 
6 - hearty 
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hearty cocks, and affifted them in their at-r 
tacks upon rhe Count's beft wines. While 
this fcene pafled in the buttery, another fuch 
was afted in the kirclien: the cook alfo treated 
three or four tradefmen of his acquaintance, 
■who filled their bellies with rabbit and par- 
tridge pies ; the very fcuUions enjoyed them* 
ielves on what they could pilfer ; fo that I 
thought myfelf iti a houfe abandoned to pil- 
lage : yet thefe were but trifles ia comparifoft 
to what I did not fee. 

C H A P. XV. 

Count Galimo tnvejls Gil Bias -with an employ'^ 
ntent in bis houfe. 

I Went to fetch my baggage to my new 
habitation; and when I returned, the 
Count was at dinner with feveral noblemen 
and the poet Nunncz, who csilcd for what he 
\?anted with an eafy ear, and mingled in the 
converlation. Nay, I obferved that every 
word he fpoke afforded pleafure to the com- 
pany. What a fine thing is genius ! A man 
of wit can eafily turnhimfelf into all Ihapes. 

I dined with the officers, who were treated 
pretty- much in the fame manner as our patron j 
■and in the afternoon retired .to my chamber, 
where I began to refieft on my condition. 

" Well, GilBlas, (faid I to myfelf,) thou art 
now in the lervice of a Sicilian Count, with 
whofe real charafter thou, aire utterly unac- 
quainted. If we may judge by appearance^ 
*.. thou 
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thou wik be in this family like a fidi in th« 
water: but we muft fwear ttf^ nothing j and 
thou ought'ft to diftnjft thy fate,' the maligni- 
ty of which thou haft but too often experienced. 
Befides, thou doft not know for what employ- 
ment thou art retained: he has already two 
fecretarics and a fteward -, what fervice then 
does he expeft from thee ? It looks as if he 
intended to make thee his Mercury. In good 
time ! One cannot b: on alietter footing with • 
a nobleman, in order to tnakc his way to a 
good poft. He who limits himfelf to ho- 
nourable fervices only, moves flowly, ftep by 
ftep, and fcldom gain's his point at laft." 

Whi!e 1 was engrofled by thefe fine reflec- 
tions, a lacquey came to tell me, that all the 
company who had dined at our houfc were 
gone home, and that the Count wanted to 
Jpeak with me. I flew inftantly to his apart- 
ment, where I found him lying on his couchj 
ready to take his afternoon's nap with his bar 
boon, which always bore him company. 

"Come hither, Gil Bias (fa id he) take a 
chair, and liften to what I am going to fay." 
I obeyed his orders, and he fpoke to me in thefe 
terms : ** Don Fabricio has told me, that, ' 
among other good qualities, you poflels that 
of attaching yourfelf to your mailers } and 
that you are a young man of incorruptible in- 
tegrity. Thefe two qualifications determined 
me to take you into my fervice ; for I have 
.^eat occaGon for an affeftionatc domeftick, 
who will cfpoufc my intercft, and employ his 
hia 
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V'hole attention in hufbanding my ellate. I 
am rich, it is true, but my yearly expenfe 
greatly exceeds my income. Thie reafon is 

[Jain : I am plundered by my fcrvants, and 
ive in my own houfe as if I was in a forcft a- 
mong robbers. I fuipefl: my butler and fteward 
of having a fellow-feeling the one with the 
other i and this is more than enough to ruin 
me from top to bottom. You will fay, if I 
have reafon to think theni rogues, why don't 
I turn them away ? But where (hall I find ' 
others made of a different kind of fluff? I 
■ will be fatisficd with having them both obfcrv- 
ed b/ a man who fliall have a right to infpedl 
their conduft : and you are the perfon whom 
I have chofcn for that commiffion ; of which 
if you acquit yourfelf well, be affured that you 
fiiallnotfcrve an ungrateful mafterj fori wiU 
- take care to procure for you a very advanta- 
geous fetdement in Sicily." 

Having fpoke thus, he difmiffed me ; and 
that very evening, in prefence of all his do- 
mefticks, I was proclaimed fuperintendant of 
the family. This did not give the Meflineze 
and Neapolitan great mortification at firft, be- 
caule they looked upon me as a jolly compa- 
nion, of good compofition : and concluded, 
that by giving me Ihafe of the {poil, they 
ihould be allowed to go on in their old courfe. 
But they looked very filly next day, when I 
declared to them, that I was an enemy to all 
mifdemeanour. I demanded of the butler an 
account of the provliioni I viiitcd the cellar^ 
and 
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and took an inventory of every thing he had 
in his charge} I mean, table-linen and plate. 
I then exhorted them to be faving of our pa- 
tron's wealth, to lay out with ceconomy ; and 
ended my advice, by protefting to them, that 
I wouid inform that nobleman of every thing 
that I ftiould obferve amifs in his houfe. I 
did not ftop here; refolving to have a fpy, 
who might difcover if there was any finifter 
intelligence between them, I caft my eyes on 
a fciiilion, who being won by my promifes, 
aiTured me, that I could not have applied to 
a more proper pcrfon, to get notice of every 
thing that happened in the hoiili^ : that the 
butler and fteward were in confederacy, and 
burnt the candle at berth ends ; that they 
daily fecreted one half of the provifion that 
was bought for the family : that the Neapo* 
litan took care of a lady who lived oppofit* 
to the college of St. Thomas; and that the 
Meflcnian entertained another at the Sun gate : 
that thcfe two gentlemen fent all kind of pro- 
vifion to thnr nymphs every morning: and 
that.the cook alfo deipatched favoury mcfles to 
a widow of his acquaintance in the neighboutr 
hood : and that in confideration of his^vice to 
the other two, to whom he was entiisS^ devo- 
ted, he difpofed, as they (^, of the wines' in- 
the cellar : in ftiort, that thefe three domeftics-* 
occaOoned a mod horrible expence in- the 
Count's houfe. " If you doubt my rcpoVt, ■ 
(added the fcullion) take the trouble of go- 
ing to-morrow, morning about feven o'clpck 
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to the college of St. Thomas,' and you (hall 
lee me loaded with a bafltet, which will change 
yourdoubis into certainty." "So (faid I to him) 
thou art agent to tliefe gallant purveyors ?" 
** lam (hereplied)employedbythebuclcr, and 
one of my comrades a6ts for the fteward." 

I had- the curiofity to repair next morning, 
M the appointed hour, to the college of St. 
Thoiifias, where I did not wait long for my 
Jpy, whom I faw coming along with a huge 
bafkec, filled with butcher's meat, poultry, and 
vCnilbn. 1 took an inventory of the particu- 
lars, of which I formed in my pocket-book a 
fmall verbal procefs^^that I went and fliowed 
to my mailer, after having told the trcncher- 
Icraper, that he might execute his commillioii 
as ufual. 

The. Sicilian ndileman, who was naturally 
pallionate, rcfolved, in the firft tranfport, to 
turn away the Neapolitan and Mcffenian ; but 
after having refiefted more coolly, contented 
■himfelf with difmiffing the laft, to whofe place 
I fucceeded ; fo that my office of fuperintcnd- 
ant was fuppreflcd foon after its creation: 
and truely I was not forry for ilj for it was, 
properly fpey^ing, no other than the honour- 
able employment of a Ipy, and a po(t which 
^adnothingjft^ntialin it; whereas, by be- 
iig made ^e^wrd, I became matter of the 
urong bo^ and that is every thing. The 
fteward always poflefles the firft rank among 
the domefticks of a great, family : and there 
arc fo many fmail perquifites attached to his 
adinini- 
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adminiftration, that he may grow rich, even 
though he be an honeft man. 

My Neapolitan, whofe budget was not ytt 
cxhauited, oblerving my bmtd zeal, that I 
got up every morning to fee and keep an ac- 
count of what vidtu^ were bought, no lon- 
ger fecreted a part ; but the rafcal continued 
to purchale the fame quantity as before. By 
this ftracagem, incrcafing the pro5t he drew 
from the refufe of the table, which was his 
perquilite, he found himlclf in a condition ta 
treat his charmer at lead with drcfled viftuals 
if he could not furnifti her with raw provifion. 
In fhort, the devit loft nothing in this refor- 
mation, and the count was not a whit the 
better for having the phoenix of ftewards in 
his fervice. The fupcr-abundancc that I then 
perceived at every meal made me guefs this 
new trick, which I immediately defeated, by 
retrenching what was fuperfluous in every 
courfc. This 1 did, Jiowever, with fuch pru- 
dence, that (he alteration could not be per- 
ceived ; one would have thought that th^re 
was ftiU the fante profiaflon i and yet, by this 
ceconomy, I confiderably diminifhed the ex- 
pence. This was what my patron required ; 
he wanted to retrench, without appearing left 
magnificent : for his avarice was fubordinatc 
to his oflcntation. 

There was alfo another abufe to be reform- 
ed : I foynd the wine ran out apace : if, for 
example, twelve cavaliers happened to dine 
with my malter, they vtmld eshauft fifty, and 
fome- 
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fometimes five dozen of bottles.. I was afto- 
n!fhed at this wafte, and not doubting that 
there muft be fome roguery in the cafe, con- 
fulted my oracle, that is, my drudge, with 
whom I very "often had private conferences, 
and who made a faithful report Of every thing 
that was faid or done in the kitchen, where 
he was not in the leaft fufpeded. He told me, 
that the wafte, of which I complained, pro- 
ceeded fronn a new league between t!ie butler, 
CQok, and thofc lacqules who filled the wine, 
and who carried off all the bottles half emp- 
tied, which was afterwards Ihared among the 
confederates. I Cpoke to the footman on this 
fiibjeft, and threatened to turn them out of 
doors, if ever they (hould think proper to re- 
peat this praftice : upon which they were re- 
claimed. ■ My mafter, whom I took care to 
advertife of the moft minute things which. I 
performed for his advantage; loaded me with 
praiies, and grew every day more and more 
fond of me : and I, in order to reward the 
good lervices of the fcullion, created him 
cook's afliilant. 

The Neapolitan was enraged to find me al- 
ways on the catch with him : and was cruelly 
mortified with the contradidlions ,he under- 
went, whenever he prefented his accounts to 
me i for, that I might pair his nails [he clofer, 
I took the trouble or going to market, to 
learn the price of meat, juft before he went 
thither; and as he attempted to impofe up- 
on me afterwards, gave him a vigorous re- 
pulfc, 
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■ pulfe. I was very weil perfuaded, that he 
curfed me an hundred times a ^ay -, but the 
fubjcifl of his maledidions hindered me from 
dreading their force. 1 cannot imagine how ht 
couid bear my pcrfecutions, and remain in the 
fervicc of the Sicilian nobleman. Doubtlefs, 
in fpite of all my endeavours, he found his 
account in pcrfeverance. 

Fabricio, whom I frequently faw, and to 
whom I recounted all my hitherto unheard ex- 
ploits, in quality of fteward, was more dif- 
poied to blame than applaud my conduft. 
" God grant, (faid he one dayj) that thou 
mayft be recompenfed fgr all this difintereftcd- 
nefs : but between thee and me, I believe it 
would not fare the worfe with thee, if thou 
waft not quite fo rough with the buttler." 
"How! (anfweredl) Ihall that robber charge 
in his bill ten piftoles for a fifh that did not 
coft four, and I pafc over that ardcle ?" " Why 
not ? (he replied coldly ;) let him give thee the 
half of the fuper-plus, according to cuftom. 
In good faith ! my friend, (continued he, ihak- 
ing his head,) you are a mere ninny, and, in 
all appearance will grow grey in fervitude, 
iince you neglei5t to Hay the eel while it is in 
your hand. Take my word for it, fortune 
refembles thofe brifk airy coquets who dclpfc 
the gallant that ftands upon ceremony. 

I only laughed at the difcourfe' of Nunnez, 

who laughed again in his turn ; and would 

have perfuaded me that he had only fpoke in 

'Jell, being aftiamed of having given me. bad 

counfid 
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counfe! in vain. I continued firm ip the re- 
solution of being always zealous and faithful : 
I felt no inclination to be othcrwife ; and I 
dare lay, that in four months I feved to my 
mafter, by iny ceconomy, three thoufand du- 
cat$ ac leaft. 

CHAP, xvr; 

/& acddeat happens to Count Galiano's batoen, 
which is the cauje of great affiiHion to that no- 
bUmtm. Gil Bias f alls Jtck -, the (onftqiunce of 
bis diflsmpr. 

\ BOUT this time, the repofc of the fa- 
■'* mily was ftrangcly difturbed by an acci- 
dent, which will feem trifling to the reader} 
though it turned out a very ftrious matter to 
the fervants, and elpqcially to me. Cupid, 
that baboon of which 1 have made mentio/i, 
that animal fo beloved by our mafter, attempt- 
ing one day to leap from one window to an- 
, other, acquitted himfelf fo ill in the perform- 
ance, that he fell down into the couir, and 
diflocatcd his leg. The Count no fooner un- 
derftood this misfortune, than he uttered fuch 
piercing cries, that they were heafd all over 
the neighbourhood; and, in the excefs of his 
grief, attacking all his fervants, without ex- 
ception, he had well nigh made a clean houfe. 
His fijry, however, was limited to cuifing 
our negligences, and abufing us, without 
fparing terms of reproach. He fenc immcdi-^ 
*tely for thofe furgeons wha were mofl: expert 
Vol, III. G in 
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in fraAures and diflocated bones ; and wlio 
having viTited the patient's leg, reduced it, 
And applied bandages accordingly. But thougb 
all of them a&red him there was no danger, 
tnf maftcr reuuned one of them in the houfe, 
to 'be always near the animal, until it was per- 
feftly cured. 

I Ihould be to blame if I pafled over in fi- 
lence the grief and anxiety which preyed upon 
the heart of the Sicilian nobleman, during 
the whc^ rime of the -cure. Will it be be- 

_ licvtd, that all the day he did not ftir from his 
dear Cupid i He was always prefent when it 

' was drefled, and .got out of bed to vific him 
twoor three times evciy night. But the moft 
troublelbme circumflance of all was, that 
every domefiickin the &mily, and I in parti- 
cular, were always uo, that we might be u 
hand, to be fent wherefoever it mould be 
thought proper, for the fcrvice of this ape. 
In a word, we had no rcfl in the houle, UU 
fuchtimeas this plaguy beaft, having recover- 
ed of 'his fall, betook himfelf again tohisufual 
caperings and tumblings. After this, can 
we, rcfufe to credit the report of Suetonius, 
when he fays Caligula loved his horfe-to&ch 
a degree, that hs neftowcd upon him a houfe 
richly fumiOied, with officers to Jerve him> 
-and even dcfigned to make him conful ? My 
,patron was no left charmed with his baboon^ 
which he would willingly have created a conc- 
.£^doi;> had iti}een in his power, 

4 An 
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An uBlucky circamftancc for me was, that 
I had furpalTed all ike valets in dennoiillrations 
of concern^ that I might, in fo doing, make 
jny court to my maftcr ; and undergone fuch 
^igoe in behalf of Cupid, that I fell Gck upon 
it, and was feized with fuch a violent fever, 
that I loft my fenfes, and know not how 
I was managed for fiftecen days; duringwhich, 
I was in a inwiner between life and death. This 
only I know, that my youth ftruggled fo fuc- 
cefsfuUy againft the fever, and perhaps againft 
the remedies that were adniiniftered, thai^ at 
length r recovered my underftainding. The 
firft ufc I made of it was to perceive that I 
was not in my own chamber ; and wanting to 
know the reafon, I aflced it of an old woman 
who •ttended me : but ftie replied, that I muft 
flotfpeak; for the phylician had exprefsly for- 
feid it. When we are in good health," we com- 
monly laugh at the dodor; but when we arc 
fick, we calmly fubmit to his prefcriptions. 

I thonght proper, therefore, to hold my , 
tongue, how mach foever I longed to converfe 
with my nurfc : and -was engaged in rcfleftions 
on this iubjeift, when two fpruce beaus entered, 
dreffed in velvet, with very fine ruffled linen. 
I imagined they were two nobleman, friends 
of my maft'cr, who, out of confidcrauon for 
himcame to fee me. On this fuppoficion, I 
made an effort to fit up, and Ihowed my refpefl; 
by taking off my cap; but my nurfelaid me 
all along again, and told gie that thefe gen- 
tlemen were myphyfician and apothecary. 

G 2 The 
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The dodor coitring to the bed-fidf , felt my 
pulfe, confidered my countenance, andobferv- 
ingall the fymptoms of an immediate cure, 
aiTumcd an air of triumph, as if he had great- 
ly contributed to it : faying that there was 
nothing wanting to finilh the work but a 
purge i after which, he might boaft of having 
performed a fine cure. When he had (ix)kc 
thus, he made the apothecary write a pre- 
fciiption, which while he di<ftated, he viewed 
himfelf in a glafs, adjufted his pcrrlwig, and 
made fiich grimaces, that I could not help 
laughing, in fpite of my weakly condition. 
He then made me a folemn bow, and went 
away, much more engrofled by his own figure 
than by the medicines he had prefcribed. 

After his departure, the apothecary, who 
had not come thither for 'nothing, prepared 
himfelf for doing fomething, which may be 
eafiiy guefled -, whether he was afraid that the 
old woman could not acquit herfclf with dexr 
terity enough, or wanted" to operate himfelf, 
in order to enhance the value of his ware ; 
but with all his addrefs, I don't know how 
it happened, the opcjation was fcarce per- 
formed, vhen I reltored to the operator all 
that he had given me, and left his velvet fuit 
in a fine pickle. He looked upon this acci- 
dent as a misfortune annexed to phamiacy, and . 
wiping himlelf with a towel, in filence, went 
away, refolving to make me pay the fcowrer, 
to' whom he was certainly obliged to fend his 
clothes. 

He 
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He returned next morning, more plainly 
drefled, though he had no rifk to run that day,' 
in bringing the phyfick which the doftor ha I 
prefcribed the day before. For I not only fet 
myfetf mending every moment, but had fuc'i 
an averfion, fince the preceding day, to pHy- 
ficians and apothecaries, that I even ciirfed thj 
univerfitici "where tTiofe gentlemen receive the 
power of flaying men with impunity. 

In this difpofition, I fwore that I would take 
no more medicine, andwtlhed Hippocrates at 
the devil, with all his gang. The apothe-' 
cary, who did not mind what became of his 
compofition, provided he was paid for it, left 
it on the table, and retired without fpeakin;^ a 
word. I ordered the villainous medicine to be 
thrown out at a window immediitely, being 
fo much prepoflefled againft it, that I (hould 
have thought myfelf poifoned, had I fwallow- 
ed it. To this ftroke of difobedience I added 
another. I broke filence, and told my nurfe, 
in a peremptory tone, that I abfolutely infifted 
on knowing what was become of mymaftcr. 
The old woman, who was apprehenfive of ex- 
citing in me a dangerous emotion, fhould (he 
gratify my curiofity; or refolving, perhaps, tO' 
irritate my diftcmperby her obftinacy, made 
no anfwer; but I perfifted with fo much paf- 
fion, that Ihe replied, at length, " Signior 
cavalier, you art now your own mafter ; Count 
Galiano is gone back to Sicily." 
. I could not believe what I heard,, and yet 
there was nothing more trlie. Tliat nobleman, 
G 3 the 
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the very lecond day of my diftcmper, fearing 
that I Ihoulddie at his houre, had chft gcnero- 
fity to order me to be tranfported, with my 
Ittde eifeifts, to a hired room, where he liad- 
.abandoned me, without ceremony, to provi- 
dence and the care of a niirfe. Inthe intenm» 
having received an order from court, obliging 
him to repafs into Sicily, he fet out with fuch 
precipitation, that I was not fo much as thought 
of J whether he already numbered me with the 
dead, or that peopde of quality are troubled 
with fcort memories. 

My nurfe informed me of all this, and like- 
wife aiTured me, it was flic who had called the 
phyficiaii nnd apothecary, that I might not 
periihfor wantof affiftance. Thefc comfort- 
able news threw me into a profound reverie. 
Adieu, my advantageous fettlement in Sicily I 
my fanguine hopes farewel I " When aay 
great misfortune happens to you (fays a cer- 
tain pope), examine yourfclf well, and you 
will always perceive that it was, in ibme mea- 
fure owing to your own fault." No difpa- 
ragement to this holy father, I can't fee hovr 
i contributed to my own mifclun<5e on this 
occafion. 

When I found the flattering chimeras, with 
which I had ftui^ my imagination j vamflied, 
the next thing that I concerned myfelf about 
was my portmanteau, which I ordered her to 
bring to my bed-fide, that I might examine ic 
I lidied, when I perceired it open, crying, 
Ahl my dear portmanteau, my ootyconibla- 
ttml 
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ticwi ! you have been, I fee, at the mercy of 
ftrangers. "No, no, Signior Gil Bias, (faid. 
the old woman,) don't be uneafy : nothing is 
ftolcn from you j I have prote<5tcd your box 
as if it had been my owahonow." 

I found in it the fuic of clothes which I had: 
when I came into the Count's fervice, but I 
looked in vain for that which the Meflenian 
had ordered-to be made for me; My maftcr 
had not thought propec to leave it with me, 
Gc dfe fomebody had made free with it, during, 
my delirium- All my other baggage remain- 
ed, and evca a great, leathern purfe that con- 
tained ix^ nioney„ which. I reckoned twice, as 
I could not at firft believe,, thar there were 
but fifty piftcJes remaining of two hundred" 
and Cxty, that were in it before I fell fick. 
."What is the meaning of thU, my good mo- 
ther ! ^faid I to thenurfe,) my financesare ter- 
ribly diminlflied."" "And- yet no body, ex- 
cept myielf, have toudied them (faid the old 
wom^) and I have been as &ugal as poITible i. 
but ficksels is very cxpenfive ; one is always- 
laying out. Here Cadded the good mother^ 
t^ing apacket of papers out of her pocket), 
here is an aqcount of the expenfe, as juft as- 
dic .current coin, which will Ihow- that 1 have 
not employed a maravedi, amils." 

I glanced over the bill,, which contained, 
fifteen or twenty pages. Mercy upon, me ! 
what a quantity, of poultry had been bought,, 
while I was ouc of my fenfes. There was in 
luoths only, to die amount of twelve giftoles. 
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at leaft. The other articles were anfwcrabre 
to this. It can't be imagined,- Tiow tnuch was 
laid out for wood, candles, water, and brooms. 
Neyenhelefs, fwelled as tiiis account was, the 
fum total did not exceed thirty piftoles, con- 
fequently there ought ro be a remainder of one 
hundred and eighty. This I reprefented to 
her J but the beldame, with an air of devo- 
tion, began to take all the faints to witnefs, 
that there were but fourfcore piftoles in the 
purfe, when the Count's butler gave her the 
charge of my portmanteau. " What is that 
you fay, goody? (cried I, with precipitation) j 
was it the butler who put my things into your 
hands?" " Without doubt, it was he ((here- 
plied) by this token, that when he gave- mc 
them, he faid, ' Good mother, when Signior 
GilBlas jsftiff, don't fail to treat him with a 
good funeral, for there is money enough in 
the portmanteau to anfwer the txpcnfc." 

" Ah, damned Neapolitan I (cried I) I am 
no longer at a lofs to know how my money is 
gone ; you have fwept it away, to make your- 
fclf fome amends for the thefts 1 hindered you 
to commit." After this apoftrophe, I thanked 
Jieaven that the knave had liot carried off the 
whole. Whatever reafon I had, however, to 
accufe the but|er of having robbed me, I could 
not help thinking, that the nurfe might pofli- 
bly have done the deed. My fufpicion fell 
fometimes on . one, fometimes on the other j 
but it was ftill the iamc thing to mc. 

I faid 
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I fsld nothiog to the old woman : I did not 
even cavil at the articles of her unconlcionable 
bill i for 1 fhould have got nothing bu: wrang- 
ling : and every one muft underftand his trade : 
my rcfentment, therefore, was contented with 
paying and difmifTing her three days after. 

I believe, when flie went from me, ftie ad- 
yertifed the apothecary that flie had been dif- 
mifled, and that 1 was well enough to decamp, 
without taking my leave of him j for in a 
moment after he came to me, quite out of 
breath, and prefented his bill, in which, under 
names that were utterly unlinown to me, al- 
though I had been a phyfician, he had fet down 
all the pretended medicines with which he 
had furnifhed me, while I was out of my 
fenfcs. This bill might be juftly faid to have 
been written in the true fpirit of an apotheca- 
ry; and accordingly we difputed about the 
payment of it. I infifted on his abating one 
half of the fum he demanded: he fworc he 
would not abate one maravedi. Confidering, 
however, that he had to do with a young man,' 
who might give him the (lip, by quitting Ma- 
drid that very day, he chofe rather to be co.q- 
tented with what I offered, that is, three times- 
the value of his drugs, than to run the ri£k of 
lofing the whole. 1 gave him the money with 
ipfinue regret, and he retired fully jeyenged for, 
the fmalldifgrace he had fuffered on the day of 
the glyfter. - 

The phyfician appeared almoft at the f me 

time i fof thofe animals are always at the tail 

G-5 of 
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of one aiKUhcr. I paid him for his vi(its> 
which had been very numerousj and Tent him 
away very well facisBed. But before he would 
leave me, in order to prove that he had earn- 
ed his fees, he related alt the mortal fymp- 
toms, which he had prevented in my difterrt-. 
per: a taflt he performed in very learned 
terms, and with an agreeable' aiis though it' 
was altogether above my comprehenfion. 
When I had defparched him,. I thought I had 
got rid of all the miniftcrs of the Fates, But 1 
was miftaken : a furgeon, whom I had never 
feen, entered my apartment, and having falut- 
ed me very, refpeftfully, expreffed great joy 
in feeing me out of danger^ a deliverance 
Tvhich (hfc laid) he attributed to two copious 
bleedings that he had performed, and ibme^ 
cupping-glaffes which he had the honour to 
a^Iy. Tlus was another feather to be pluck- 
ed from my wing: I was fain to pay tribute 
to the furgeon alfo. After fo many evacua- 
dons, my purfe became fo feeble, that it was 
littie better than a lifelefs corfe, fo little of the 
radical moifture remained. 

1 began to lofe courage, wlien I faw myfelf 
relapfmg into a flate of nrufery. I had, while 
r fervi^ my laft m^ers, conceived too great 
afFeftion for the conveniences of life, and' 
could no longer, as formerly, look upon in- 
digence with the eye of a cynic philofopher. 
I will own, however, that I was very much 
in the wrong, to let mylelf ^l a prey to me- 
Unch<^y. A&er having.fo often ci^>cnenced, 
that 
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ttiai' foi-tune no iboner overthrew, than fhe 
raifed me up again, I ought to have regarded 
the troublcfome fituation in which I was,, as 
another iatroduftion to profperity. • 



The End of the Seventji Book. 






THE 
ADVENTURES 

O F 

GIL BLAS OF Santillane. 

BOOK VIII. 



C H A p. I. 

GU Bias contraSfs a good acquaintancet and ob- 
tains a foft that {tmfoles him for (.'ount Gal- 
liano's ingratitude. The biftory of Don Vo' 
lerio de Luna. 

MY not having heard oi" Nunnez all 
this time furprifed me fo much, 
that I concluded he mud be in the 
country: and as foon as I could walk, 
went to his lodgings, where I underftood that 
he had aftually gone to Andalufia, three 
weeks before, with the Duke de Medina Sido- 
nia. One r?-orning, at waking, Don Melchior 
de la Ronda came into my head ; and remem- 
bering that I had promifcd him, while I was 
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at Grenada, to vifit his nephew, if ever I 
ihould return to Madrid, I refolved to keep 
my promife that very day. Having got a 
diredion to the houfe of Don Bahhazar de Zu- 
niga, I repaired thither, and afltcd for Slgnior 
Joleph Navarro, who foon appeared. When 
I faluted him, he received me politely, but 
coldly, although I had GgniBed my name. I 
did not know how to reconcile this frozen re- 
ception with the charafter I had heard of this 
clerk of the kitchen ; and was going away, 
with a refolution to fave myfelf the trouble 
of a fecond vifit, when all of a fuddcn, af- 
liiming an open, fmiling air, he cried, with a 
good deal of emotion, " Ah ! Signior Gil 
Bias de Santillanc, pray pardon the reception 
1 have given you. ■ My memory had betrayed 
my inclination : I had forgot your name, and 
little thought fhat you was the cavalier of 
whom mention is made in a letter which I 
received from Grenada, about four months 
ago. 

" How rejoiced am I to fee you ! (add.'d 
he, throwing his arms about my neck, with 
tranfport) my uncle Melchior, whom I love 
and honour as a father, conjures me, if per- 
chance 1 ihould have the honour of feeing 
you, to treat ,you in the fame manner as if 
you was his fon ; and to employ, if there 
ihould be occafion, my own credit, and that 
of my friends, in your behalf. He has praifed 
the qualities of your head and heart in frich 
terms as would have interefted mc in your h~ 
6 vour. 
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vour, even if I had not been ertgaged thereto 
by his recommendarion. I beg, therefore, 
that you will look upon mc, as a man ta 
whom my uncle has impaned, by letter, aU^ 
his ftntimencs with regard to you. I ofFeii 
you my fricndftip, and I hope you wiB not 
refiife me your'a." 

lanftrered with that gratitude which I ^ed 
tdtftepftlite behaviour of Jofeph; andj. Bke 
people of wstnth and lincerityi we contract- 
ed an intimacy on the ^r; and V didnot- 
feruple lodifcJofc the fituarion rf my^tfSrst 
which he no fooner heard, than he llid> " I 
undertake to procure a place for you; and, in- 
the mean time, don't fail to come and dme 
^th me every day; You wifl fin* betteir here 
dian at youf cating-hoaft." The oSeSi' w^ 
too agreeable to a poor creature juft come out. 
of aHt of illnefs, who had been ufcd ro good 
Mving, to be rejected. I accepted die imatd- 
rion therefore, and recruited fo well" in that 
family, that, in fifteen dayS) I had the fkat 
of a Bernardine monk. Mdchior's nephew 
feerned to make up his pack rarely i buthtiw 
could it be otherwife ?: He had three firings 
to his bow ; was- at the fame time,. butler, fltw- 
ard, and clerk - of the kitchen : befides (bar 
fiiendfliip apart,) I believe the comptroller of 
the hotifc and he had a very good Undcrfland* 
ingtogethcr. 

I was petfedly recovercdi when my friend 
Jofeph, feeing me come in oilc day to dine 
ai uiuaJ, madeup nmcwith a ffy air, aitd^ 
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feid, " Signbr Gil Bias, I have a pretty good 
place in vie* for you. You muft know that 
the Duke of Lertna, prime minifter of die 
Spanifh crown, in order to devote himfelf en- 
tirely to affairs of ftate, enmifts two pcrfons 
with his own concerns. Don Di^io dc Mbn- 
teler has die care of ^thering his rents j and 
his houfehold expeafe is managtd byDon Ro- 
drigo dc Cdderorta. Theft two men, in whom 
he can confide, extfrcife their employments 
with abfohtte' authority, without the leaft de- 
pendence on one another. Don Diego ufually 
keeps ia his fervice two ftewards to receive 
the ca&i and as I.underfttod this' morning, 
that he had difitiUTed one of dicm, I have 
been to afk die phce for you. Signior dc 
Montefer, who knows itie» and of whoft 
friendship I may boafti has granted it^ with- 
out any difficulty, on my recommendation of 
your morals and Capacity. Wc will go txx his 
honfe this afternoon." 

We went thither accordingly. I was very 
graciotifly received, and inftalled in the em- 
ployment of the fteward, \riio had been dif- 
miflcd. His office conlifted in vifiting the 
&rnu,. keeping them in repair^ and receiving 
the rents i in a Word, I was concerned in the^ 
country eftate, and every month gave in my 
accounts o Don Diego, who examined them 
^th great attendon. Thiswas what I wilhed j 
Although my integrity had been [a ill repaid 
by my late mafter, I was refolvcd to connnue 
always: iathe fame path. 

One 
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One day having got notice, that a fire had 
happened in the caftle of Lerma, and that 
more than one half of it Had been reduced to 
9(hes, I went thither immediately to take an 
account of the damage; and having informed , 
myfelf exadtly upon the Ipot, of all the cir- 
cumftances of the fire, I compofed an ample 
relation of it, which Montefer Ihowcd to the 
Dukeof Lerma. Theminiftcr, notwithftand- 
ing the affliftion he was in, to hear fuch bad 
news, was ilruck with the relation, and could 
not help aiking who was the authour [ Don 
Diego not only fatisBed him in that particular, . 
but alfo Ipokc To much in my favour, that his 
Excellency remembered me ■fix months after, 
on the occafion of a ftory, which I am going 
to recount,, and without which, perhaps, 1 
fliould never have been employed at court. 
Here it is : 

At that time, there lived in the ftreet of 
the Infantas, an old lady called InefiUa de Can- 
tariUa, whole birth 'was not certainly known. 
Some faid that Ihe wa^ the daughter of a lute- 
maker : and others, that her father was a 
commander of the order of St. lago. Be that 
as it will, Ihe w^s a prodigy. Nature beftow- 
cd upon her the fingular privilege of charm- 
ing the male fex, during the whole courfe of 
her life, which exceeded fevency-five years. 
She had been idoHzed bythe noblemen of the ^ 
old court, and faw herfelf adored by thole of 
the new. Time, that fpares not even beauty, 
had exerted itfelf upon her's in vain i though 
he 
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he had withered it, he could not deprive her 
of the power to pleafe : and a noble air, an en- 
chanting wit, and graces that wetc peculiar to 
her, made her infpire the men with paffion, 
even in her old age. 

One of the Duke of Lerma's fecretaries, 
called Don Valerio de Luna, a cavalier of 
five and twenty, faw Inefilla, and fell in love 
i\ith her. -He declared himfelf in the moft 
paflionaic terms, and purfued his pJ-ey with 
all the fury that love and youth can infpire. 
The lady, who had her reafons for not com- 
plying with his wjlhfs, did not know how ta 
moderate his flame. One day, however, think- 
ing Ihc had found the means, flie carried the 
young man into her clofet, and pointing to a 
clock thatftood upon atable, " You fee, (faid 
file) what hour it is — on the fame day and hour 
did I come into the world, feventy-five years 
ago J and do you really think it becomes, one of 
piy age to be eiigaged in love .intrigues ? Re- 
cdl your reafon, tpy child, and ftifle thofe fen- 
liments which are fo unfuitable both 10 you 
and me." At tTiis fenfiblc advjce, the cava-, 
lier, who no longer acknowledged the autho* 
rity of reafon, anfwered the lady with all 
the impetuofity of a man poflTefled by the moft 
violent ernotions, " Cruel Inefilla ! why have 
you recourfe t6 fuch frivolous- jremonftrances ? 
Doyou imagine that they can change you \n 
my eyes ? Don't flatter yourfelf with fuch a 
vain hope. While you arc fuch as I behold 
you, or while my view is fafcinated by the 
charm, 
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charm, ! cannot ceafc to love you." " Welt 
then, (fatd Ihe) fitice yon are fo obflinatc as la 
perGft in the refolution of fetig^ii^ me with 
your addrefTcs, my houfc ftialt be no longer 
open to you. I forbid you to come near ir^ 
and defire to fee you no more." _ 

You will, perhaps, believe, after this, that 
Don Valerio, diiconcerted at what he had 
heard, made an honourable retreat. On the 
contrM-y, he became ftiil more importunate. 
Love produces the fame eftefts iir its votaries, 
as wine decs in drunkards. The cavalier beg- 
ecd, fighed, and making a fudden tranfition 
from entreaties w rage, attempted to enjoy. 
by force, what he coald not olherwife obtain. 
But the lady refilling with courage, cried, 
with an 'air of indignation, *' Hold, itHt 
wrttthl I will ibon bridle your impetuous ar- 
douf- Know that you are my fon." Dc»l 
Valerio was confounded at thefe wort^,- vrisdk 
ftfpendcd the ■ violence of his paflion. But 
inru^ning that Inefilla fpoke thus only to be. 
rid of- his iblicitaJions, he anfwcred, " You 
have invented that fabie to elude my dcfires.'" 
•* No, no, (faidflie interrupting him,) I re- 
veal a myftery, nrfiich I mouU, always have 
concealed, had not you reduced me to the ne- 
ccflity of difclofing it. Six and twenty years 
^;o,Iw3s in love wkh Don Vtdro de L\nia>. 
your father, who was then governour of Se- 
govia, and you became the friiit of our mu- 
tual pafTion. He owned you for his fon, S^^ 
you good education; and although he.hwliwi^ 
been. 
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been without other children, your good qua- 
lities would have determined hlrn to l^ve you 
a fortune. I, for my part, did not forfake 
you; asfoonaa you began to appear in the 
world, I allured you to my houfc, in Order to , 
infpire you with that polite behaviour, which 
is fo neceflary to a gallant man, and which 
wonicn can only beftow. I did more; I em- 
ployed aJl my credit to introduce you into the 
prime rrtinifter's fervicc. In (hort, I have io- 
tereftcd mylelf for ymi, as 1 ought to d» 
for a fon. After this declaratlbn, lake your 
own meafures. If you. can purify yow feoti- 
ments, and look upon me only as a toother, 
I do not banilh you from my fight, but will 
treat you with all the tendernefs 1 have hither- 
to prcferved { but if you are incapable of that 
effort, which both nature and reafen demand, 
fly this moment, and deliver mfi from tlie 
horrour of your prefencc." 

While Inefilla Ipoke in this manner, Don 
Valerio remained in profound filencc. Hb 
Itemed to recall his virtue, and endeavour to 
vanquilh himfelf -, but he meditated another 
deGgn, and prepared a quite different fpedacle 
for his mother. Being unable to confok him- 
felf for the infurmountablc obftacle that op- 
pofed his wiflies, he bafely yielded - to his def- 
pair : he drew his fword, and plunged it in 
his own bofom ; puniihii^ himCelf like an- 
other Oedipus; with this difference, that the 
Theban plucked out his own eyes, out of 
grieffor having committed die aimei where- 
«&' 

. r I-,, -.Cooi^le 
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as the Caftilian ftabbed himfcif, bccaufe he 

could not commit it. ■ 

The unhappy Y)on Valeric did not die im- 
mediately of the blow he had given himfcif: 
but had time to repent, and alk pardon of 
heaven. Tor having taken away his own life. 
As he left, by his death, a vacancy in the 
poft of fccrctary to the Duke of Lerma, that 
minifter, who had not forgot my account of 
the fire, nor tlie good charafter he had heard 
of me, chofe me to fLU th'e' place of this young 
gentleman. 

CHAP. II. 

Cil Bias is prefented to the Duke vf I^ermaf wht 
■receives him into the number of his Jecretarits y 
Jets him to worky and is/atisjied with bisper- 
formances. 

MONTESER was the perfon who in- 
formed me of diefc agreeable news, 
and faid, " Friend Gil Bias, though I feel 
fome regret in lofing you, 1 love you too well, 
not to be overjoyed at your fticcecding Don 
Valerio. You will not fail to make a fine for- 
tune, provided you follow two pieces of ad- 
vice which I have to ^vc you. The firft is, 
to appear fo much attached to his excellency, 
that he Ihall never doubt of your being en- 
-tirely devoted to his will. And the fecond is 
to make your court to Signer Don Rodrigo 
de Calderona; for that man moulds the mind 
of his mailer like wax. If you have the good 
, fortune 
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Tortune to acquire the good will of that favou- 
rite fecretary, you will gty a great way in a verf 
littie time." 

" Signior, (fald I to Don Diego, after hav- . 
ing thanked him for his good advice,) tell me» 
if you pleafc, Don Rodrigo's charadler. I 
have often heard him fpoke of, and reprefentcd 
bad enough ; but I have not much confidence 
in the pii5tures which people draw of thoie who 
have pofts at court; though fometimes, I be- 
lieve, they do not judge amils. Pray, tell me 
then, what you think of Signor Calderona." 
" You alk me a very delicate queftion, (re- 
plied the overfeer, with a fatirical fmilej) I 
would tell any body but you, without hefita- 
tion, that he is a very honourable gentleman, 
of an unblemilhed character. But I wil],deal 
more frankly wirh you ; for befides that I be- 
lieve you a young man of difcrction, I think 
it my duty to talk openly to you of Don Ro- 
drigo, fince 1 have advifed you to cultivate 
him with care ; othcrwife 1 Ihould only t^lige 
you by halves. 

'< You mull know then, that from a fimple 
domeftick of his excellency, when he was only 
Don Francis de Sandoval*, this man h ;s ar- 
rived, by degrees, at the poft of his firft fe- 
cretary. There never was a prouder man; 
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he looks upon hlmfelfas the duke of Lerma's 
colleague ; ami, at botconi, -he may be- faid to 
iharc with him the authority of prime mi- 
■nifter, fmce he bcftows pofts and governments 
on whom he pleafes to oblige. This -the pub- 
lick often murmurs at; but he gives himfelfno 
trouble about the matter : provided an affair 
yields him a handfome prcfcnt, he bids de- 
fiance to eenlure. You will ealily conceive, 

' -from whit I have faid, (added Don Diego,) 
how you are to behave to jiich a haughty mor- 
tal." " Oh yes ! (faidi) leave that to me. It . 
will be. very unlucky indeed, if I cannot gain 
his favour. When one know^ the foiblesof a 
■perfon whom he wifhes to pleafe, he muft be 
no conjuror if he fails of fuccefs." " Well 
then (repKed Moniefer) I will now prefent 

. you- to the Duke of Lerma." 

We went immediately to the houfeof thM 
miniftcr, whom we found giving audience in 
a great hall, where there was more company 
than at court. Here I faw commanders and 
knights of Calatrava and St. J ago, t'oUiciiing 
for governments and viceroyalties ; bilbops, 
who, being fickly at their ovra diccefes, de- 
fired to be made archbilhops, otily for the 
change of air J and fome holy fathers, ofthfc 
order of St, .Dominic and St. Francis, who 
laid claim to the mitre, with great . humliity. 
I likewife obferved fome h^Jf-pay officers, wha 
a£ted the fame part that. Captain ChinchiHa 
had formerly performed, that is, Ipent all 
they had in dancing attendance for a pcnfion. 
If 
[i.Miftco, Google 
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IF the Duke did not gratify all their defires, be 
at leaft received their petitions with great 
aflability j and I perceived that he anfwered 
very politely to thoft who Ipoke ro him. 

We waited patiently, until he had dcfpatch- 
•ed all thefefupplicants: then Don Liego faid 
to him, ** My.Lord, here is Gil Bias de San- 
dilane, that young man whom your excellency 
has chofen to fupply the place of Don Vale- 
■rio." At thefe words the Duke calling his 
«yes upon me, faid, in a very obliging man- 
ner, " That I had already merited it by the 
Services I had done him." He afterwards 
■carried me into his Clofet, ro difcourfe with 
me in private, or rather, judge of my under- 
Aanding lay my converfauoa. He defired to 
know who I was, and the life I had hirherto 
4ed, exacliing of me a iincere narration of the 
■whole. What a detail was this for me to 

tivc ! there was no thinki:^ of telling lies 
efore a prime minifter of Spain. On the 
'Other handj I had To many things to tell at 
the expenfc of my vanity, that I could not 
reiblve on a general confefTion. How Ihould 
I extricate myfelf from this embarrafment ? 
■I took the refolmion of embelliUiing the truth ■ 
in rhofe parts where it would have offended 
in its nakednefs; but he did not fail to dif- 
cover it, in fpite of aJLmy flcill. " Monficur 
de Santillane, (faid he with a fmile, when I- 
had finiflied my ftory,) I fee you have been 
in your time a little upon the Pioaro.*" I 

• Plciro, » Spanilli word fijoififing rogue. 

anfwered 
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anfwered, with a blufh. ** Your Excellency 
ordered me to be fincere, and I h^vc obeyed." 
" I am obliged to thee for it (he repUcd;) 
go, my child, thou haft come off very cheap- 
Iv. I am aftonifhed that thou waft not un- 
done by ill example. There are manyhoneil 
people who would have turned great rogues, 
had fortune put them to the fame trials. 

" Friend Santillanc, (continued the roinifter) 
forget thypaft life; and remember that thou 
now belongeft to the king, in whofe fervicc 
thou wilt be employed for the future. Fol- 
low me, and I will make thee acquainted with 
the nature of thy office." He carried rne in- 
to a little clofet adjoining to his own, where 
I (aw, upon Ihelves, twenty thick regifters in 
folio. " It is here (faid he) where thou muft 
work. Thefc regifters compofe a diftionary, 
of all the noble families within the kingdoms 
and principalities of the Spanilh monarchy. 
Every book contains, in alphabetical ordes, 
the abridged hiftory of every gentleman; in 
which are recounted the fervices which he and 
his anceftors have performed to the ftate, as 
well as the affairs of honour in which they 
have been engaged. There is alfo mention 
made of their fortune, their morals, and, in a 
word, of all their good and bad qualities : fo 
that, when they come to fjlicit favours at court, 
I fee, with one glance of my eye, whether or 
not they deferve them. That I may have an 
exa6l information of all thefe things, I have 
penfionaries every where, who take care to 
get 
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get good .intelligence, which -they tranfmit to 
mc in writing ; but as their mcmoriaJs are Q& 
ten diffiife, and ftuSed with provincial nsode; 
of expreflion, they mull be rcnderd more 
concifc, and the diftbn polilbedi becaufe his 
Majcily fomecinies. orders thefe rafters to be 
read to him. In this work which requires a 
perfpicuous flylc, I will employ thee diis 
very monKnt. 

So laying, he took out of a pc^ fc^o^ 
lijll of papprs, a memorial, which be put in- 
to my hand i and went out of my clofet, leav- 
ing me at liberty to perform my coup d'effai. 
I read the {Mece, which leemed not only Jhiff- 
ed with barbarous terms but even filled with 
indecent pafEon j though it had been com- 
pofcd by a monk in the; towa of Solfona. He 
there tore to pieces, without mercy, a good 
Catalonian family ; and God knows if be Ipoke 
truth: it looked fo much like a fcandalous 
Ijbe], that I at firft made fome fcruple of 
wcM-kjt^ upon it ; being afraid of making my- 
lelf an accomplice in the calumny. Nerer- 
theleis, novice as I was. at coun, I went on» 
at the hazard of his reverence's foulj and 
placing all the iniquity, if there was any in 
the cafe, to his account, began to diflionour, 
ia good CaftUian phrafes, two or three gene- 
cations of honeft men, perhaps. 

I had already finilhed four or five pagesa 
-whea the Duke, impatient to know how I 
-performed, returned and faic^ " Santillane, 
-Jbew me what thou ii3& doncj for 1 long to 

Vol. hi. H fee 
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fee k: at the lame time, throwing hU eyes 
Upon my work, he read the banning with 
great attention : and feemed ib well ^tisfied, 
that I was furpriied at his commendation. 
** Prepoflcfled as I was in thy fevour (fsud 
he), I confers thou haft &T|)aired my expec- 
tation : thou wHteft not only with all the clear- 
nefs and diIHn6tion that I defired, but thyftyle 
is alio fpirited and ealy : thou jultifieft the 
■choice I have made of thy pen, and confoWl 
me for the lofs of thy predeceflbr." He would 
'not have confined my eulogium to this, had he 
'not been interrupted by the arriral of his ne- 
phew the Count de Lcmos, whom his ex- 
cellency embraced ftveral times, and received 
"m fuch a manner as gave me to underftuid 
that he loved him widi a tender afiedion. They 
fhut themfelves up together, to talk in private 
of a&mily afiiur, which I fhall have occafioa 
. to mention in the fequelj . and with which the 
minifter, at that dme, fcemed to be mote 
engro0ed than with the bufinefs of the king. 
While they were engaged together, I heard 
~ the clock ftrike twelve ; and as I knew that 
'the fecretaries and clerks quitted their offices 
at that hour, to go and dine Ibmewherc, I 
left my performance, and went out, not with 
'a view of going to Montelbr's houle, for he 
had already paid my appointments, and I had 
taken my leave of him, but to the moft (k- 
nious onlinary of the court end of the town: 
a common eanng-houfe woukl not now lel-ve 
my turn. Remember fiat tbw now htkni^ to 
At 
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the Jang. Thefc words which thf Dulte had 
pronounced were feeds of ambirion that every 
Inftant Iprung up in my foul. ■■ 

CHAP. ni. 

A& learns that his fofi is net ^together without 
morftfications. i£s uneafinefs at this piece of 
ntwSf wbicb ohUgei bim to alter bis conditii. 

I Was at great pains, when I entered, to let 
the landlord know that I was fecretary to 
die pnnae minifter -, and, m that quality, I did 
not know what to order for my dinner : I was 

'afraid of befpeaking fomething that might fa- 
vour of parfimony, and therefore bade him 
drefs what he himfelf fliould think proper. 
Accordingly he regaled me in a fumptuous 

, manner, and I was fcrved with marks of re- 
foeift, which gave m^ ftill more plcafure than 
the good cheer. When the bill was brought, 
I threw 3 piftolc upon the table, leaving to 
the waiters one fourth of it at leaft ; for fo 
much remained over and above the reckon- 
ing. After which, I ftnitted away with fuch 

- gcftures as ihewed that I was mighty well 

" pUafed with my own perfon. 

About twenty yards from hence, there was 
a large houfc, in which noblemen that were 
ftrangers commonly lodged. Here I hired an 
apartment, confifting of five or fix rooms 
handfomely furnifhed, as if I already enjoyed 
two or three thoufand ducats a year j and even 

^ paid the firft month per advance^ Afterwards, 
Ha returning 

[;..i,tc(, Google 
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l^tqming to work, I fpent the vholc s&r* 
noon in continuing wfut I had begun in the 
morning. There were two more fecrctaries 
in a clofet next to mine } irat they only tran~ 
fcrihed what the Duke gave them to copy. 
Wich thefi; I contraded an acquaintance chac 
very evening when ve went out t{^theri 
and, in order to gain their friendftiip the fboncr, 
carried them to my tavern, where 1 orders- 1 
ipr fupper the beft diftic^ il» feafon, with the 
mpft delicate wines. 

We fat down together^ and began to coq- 
y?rfe with more CTCty than wit j for to do 
juftice to my guelbi I foon perceived th%t 
they did not owe to their genius the places 
which they pofleffed. They were connoiueu|s, 
indeed^ in the different kinds of hand writingi * 
but they had not the lead tinfturc of uniwerfi^y 
^ucaiion. 

To make amends for this, they underftood 
their own )ittle intereft to admiration j and 
were not fo m^ch intoxicated with the honour 
of Jerving the prime minilter, but that they 
complained of. their ficuation. ""We have 
(faid one of them J already exercifed our emploV'^ 
tneot five month's at our own expence, with- 
out touphiog one farthing) aod^ whicbj is, 
worici our a^^iotnients are not regulated! 
nor do we know upon what footing we are." 
*' As for my put (faid the other) 1 would 
with all n>y heart put up vith twenty ftrjpes, 
inftead pf appointments, to be allowed the 
Vbes^ of engaging a^ielf elTewhcre -, for I 

,: ,,.,Gl>OSlc 
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dare not retire on my own accord, nor de- 
mand my difmidion, after the fecrets with 
which I have been incnitlf;d; elfe I might 
chance to vifit the tower of Segovia^ or c^lc 
of Alicant." 

*' How do you make Jhift to live then ? 
(faid I to them:) I fuppofe you ha^e fortunes 
of your own." They anfwcred they had very 
Uctle money; but, luckily for them, they 
lodged at the houfc of an honed widowj who 
gave them credit for their board, at the ratfc 
of one hundred piftoles ai year frorfi each.. 
All thi* difcQurie, of which I oitl net lojjj 
one word, dilTip^tod in an inftant tKc fumsB 
of my pride : I concluded, that no more co:>- 
i^Qration wowld be pad to me than to othery 
confcqucntly, I had no caufe to be fo much 
charmed with my poft, which was not quite 
io fubAantiaJ s^ I had imagined ; and that, 
in flioit, I could not be too frugal 9f my 
purfc. Tbefe refloftions cured me of my ex- 
pavagance. \ began to repent of having invit- 
ed my fellow- fecretarics, wilhed the repaft a/C 
an endj and when the bill was brought, dis- 
puted with the landlord op every artict?. 

My friends and I part^ a^ midnight; be- 
caufe I did not prefs i;hem tolUy longer. They 
went home to thdr widflw, and I to my fu- 
pcrb apartment;, which I v/as now mad with 
myfelf for having hired; and which J firmly 
refolyed to leave at the month's ?nd. Jt w^ 
to po purpofe for me to lie down on a good 
bed;i qiy amuety banithed aU repofe; aAd I 
H 3 palled 
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pafTed the niglic in contriving means of being 
paid by his majefty for my work. I ftuck, 
on this occaTion to Montefor's advice, and 
TOfe with a refolution of going to pay my re- 
fye&s to Don Rodrigo dc Calderona. I was 
in a very proper difpolition Co appear before 
litch a proud man, becaufe I found I had 
occafion for his prote^ion. 

I repaired then to the fecrctary , whole lodg- 
ing communicated with that of the Duke of 
Lerma, and even equalled it in magnificence: 
by the furniture, it would have been a dtificule 
matter to dillinguilh the mafler from the man. 
I fent in my name, as the fucceffor of Don 
Valerio; but, for all chat, I waited in^che 
anti-chamber upwards of aff*hour. " Mr. 
New Secretary (faid I to myfclf at this junc- 
ture) have a litde patience, ifyoupleafe: Z 
find you muft dance attendance yourfetf, be- 
fore you make other people do fo." The 
«hamber-door being opened at length, I encer* 
ed, and advanced towards Don Rodrigo, who 
having juftfinifticd a billet-doux to his charm- 
ing Sirena, was putting ic into Pedtillo's hands. 
I tiad never appeared before the archbifhop of 
Grenada, the count Galiano, nor even the 
prime miniftcr, fo re^ftfuliy as I preftnted 
Oiyfelf to the eyes of Signior de Calderona, 
whom I faluted with a bow to the very ground, 
begging his protc£tion in fuch fubmiflive terms, 
that I cannot remember them without a bhifh. 
My meanneft would have turned to my pre- 
judice, in the opinion of a real gentleman i 
Wit 
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but he was^eafed with my groveling behavi- 
our, and anured me obligingly enough, thai 
he would let flip no of^rtunity of doing me 
fervice. 

I thanked him with great demonftrations of 
zeal for his favourable fentiments of mCi and 
having vowed eternal attachment to him, took 
my leave for fear of incommoding him i and 
begged he would excufe me, iff had incer- 
rupted him" in his important affairs. As foon 
as 1 had afted this mean part, I went to my 
office, where I finilhed the talk which had 
been impofed. The duke, who did not fail to 
come thither in the morning, was no lefs pleaf- 
cd with the end, than he had been with the 
be^nning of my work ; and faid, "This Is 
extremely well: write as well as thou canit 
this abridged hiftory in the reg^fter of Cata- 
lonia: after which, thou fhalt ukc another 
information put of the porto folio, and ma- 
nage it in the fame manner." I had a pretty 
k)ng converfation with fus excellency, and was 
charmed with his fweetnefs and familiarity of 
behaviour. What a difference was there be- 
tween him and Calderona ! There were two 
iigurcs ftrongly contratted. 

I dined that day in an eating-houle for a 
moderate expencej and refolved to go thither 
incognito every evening, until I Ihould fee the 
effect of my complaifance and fervility. I 
had money fufficient to maintain me three 
months, during which I refolved to work at 
a venture i propoftug, as the fhorte£t,fo]hes 
H 4 arc 
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arc the Ifaft prejudicial, to abandon ihc court 
and aH i»s tinfcl, if 1 thovAd receive no falary 
before the expiration of that term. This, 
therefore, was my plan. I fpared nothings 
during two months, to pleafe Caldcrona j but 
he took fo little notice of my endeavours, that 
defparing of fucccfs, I changed my conduft 
towards him J and exerted myfelf wholly in 
profiting by thofc moments of converlation 
which I had with the duke. 

CHAP. IV. 

GI Bias gains the favour of the duke of Lermaj 
who intrujis him wiib a fecrel of greal ia~ 
pcrisnce. 

A Ltbough his grace, to ufe the expreffion* 
■** only juft appeared before mc, and ▼»- 
n e d again, every da:yj I infenfibly rendered 
myfclf ro agreeable to bis exce^ncyj that be 
faid to mc one afiernooa, •* Hark'ye, Gil 
Bias, I like thy di^fition aitd tmderftancKng, 
and have a regard for d)ee accordingly. Then 
art a zealous faithful young fellow, extrcnndhf 
intelligent and difcrtet ; fo that I don't dlink 
I fiiall mifplace my ctHtfidence, If I ^dh>n k 
upon thee." I threw myfelf on my knees, 
when I heard thefe wotds ; and afcu' having 
refpe^fuUy killed one of his hands, which he 
hekl out to raife me up, anfwered, " Is k 
poflible then, that your excellency can de^ 
to honour me with fuch extraordinary h,vouii 
What feciet eacmies wiU your goodnels raife 
up 
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up ag^ainft me 1 Bpt there is only one man 
whofe hatred I Armiy and tjuc a don Rodri- 
go dc Cildcrona." 

■ *' Thou haft nothing to apprehend from 
that quarter (replied the Duke:) I krww Cal-, 
derona i he has been attached to me from hi% 
Infancy j and I may venture to lay, his fenti- 
fnencs are Co coaformabfc to mine, that hq 
tfarelfe thofc whom 1 love, and hates tholfe 
who ^fdblige nje: irrftcad of dreading |iij 
ftveribjb thou mayft, on the contraiy, de- 
pend upon his friendihjp," By this, I could 
plainly per^^eive, that Signior Don Rodrigo 
vas a cunning rogue, who had got pofTelTiorf 
of his excellency's foul; and that I could neC 
be toe cautious witll*him, •*To begin padd- 
ed the DukeJ with putting^ thee in pofifefTtoii 
of my tonfidcnce, I wiH difclofe to tnee a de- 
fign which I have projefted ; fbr it is neceffary 
that thou Ihoiddft be informed of it, thacthou 
m»yft acquit thyfelf the better of the com- 
miffions in which 1 intend to employ thec^ 
J have a long time beheld my authority in ge- 
neral rtfpcfted, my decifions blindly followed, 
and commiffiotjs, employments, governments, 
yiceroy^ties, and benefices, di^fed of, ac- 
cording to my wilb. I may be faid to reign 
in 'Spain ; and it i« impoSibJe to pufh my for- 
tut»e. farther: but I would fecore itagainft thrf 
fitoriins chat begin to threaten mC; and, for 
diat e&&. vant to have my nephew> (he 
Count de Lemps for my fiicceuor in the mi- 
ftiftry." 

H s Hac 
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Here the Duke, ob&rrii^ that I was ex- 
tremely furprifed at what I heard, faid: " I 
fee your furprife, SantiUanc: you think it v*- 
ry ftrange that I fliouki prefer my nephew to 
my own fon the !Duke d'Uzeda : but you muft 
know, that this lad has too narrow a genius to 
fill nny place; befides I am his (Qcmy; h^ 
has found the lecret.of being agreeable to die 
king, who wants to make him his favourite; 
and this is what I cannot bear. The favour of 
a fovereign b like thepofleflion of a woman 
whom we adore: apiece of h^ptnels of which 
we are lb )ealous, that we cannot refolve to 
fliare it with a rtvat, however connedxd to us 
by the ties of blood and friendlhq). 

" 1 now difclofe to the^f continued his wace) 
the very bottom of my loul. I have a&cady 
attempted to ruin the Duke d'Uzeda widi his 
Majefty ; and as I could not fuccecd, I have 
changed my battery. I defign that the Count 
de Lemos ihall iniiouate himrelf into the good 
gmces of the prince of Spain. Being gentle- 
man of his bed-chamber, he has an opportu- 
nity of talking with him every' moment; and 
befidcs that he does not want wit, J know a 
fiire method for him to fiicceed in that enter- 
prizc. By this (b-atagem, I will oppofe my 
nephew to my fon, and breed a divinon be- 
tween the two coufuis, which will oblige them 
both to court my fiipport, the awe of which 
will keep them fubmiffivc to my will. This 
(added he) is my fcheme ; and thy alHftancc 
will be vccy ferviccabk to me : for I will al- 
ways 

[i.MiftcovGooi^lc 
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ways lend thee to the Gjunt de Lemos, and 
thou fliale report from him whatever he Ihall 
have occaCon to impart." 
. After this confidence, which I regarded as 
ready money, I no longer felt any difquiet. 
" At length (faid I to myfelf) I am under the 
tpout I a Ihower of gold will certa'nly rain up- 
on me; fori^ is impofiiblc but that the confi- 
dentoftheman, who, by way of excellence, is 
called the great piUarof theSpanifh monarchy, 
Ihould be In a very (hort time loaded with 
wealth." Full of fucK agreeable hope, I 
ikw with indifierence my poor purfe giving' 
up the gjioft, 

C H A P. V. 

Gil Bias is overa/behned witkjoy, bonour^ imd 
diftrefs. ■ * 

THE miniftcr's afFefiion for me was fooa 
perceivcdj for he affected to give marks 
of it in public, giving me the charge of his' 
port folio, which he ufed to carry in his own 
hand to council. This novelty making peopk 
k)ok upon me as a fmall' ^vourite, excited' the 
envy of feveral pcrfonsj and was the occaTiofl 
<£ my receiving a great deal of court holy w;z> 
ter. My two neighbours, the fecretaries, 
were not thtf laft in complimenting me upoif 
my approaching greatne&; and they invited 
me to lup at their widQW's> • not fo much in re- 
turn for my treat, as with a view to ^ngagf 
me in their behji|f for the future. I was wcU 
H 6 ■ ■ ' coined 
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corned every where ; even the haughty Don 
Rodrigo changed his behaviour to me, and 
now called me nothing but Signior de Sancil- 
kne; though, before that, he only favoured 
me mthyou, always omitting the term Signior, 
He loaded me with civilities, efpecially when 
he thought our patron might obferve him; 
but I affure you he had no fool to deal with ; 
I anfwered ^ his kindnefs with equal politt- 
nefs ; and the more lb, the more I hated him 
' ID my heart : an old courtier could not have 
excelled me inthis particular. 

I likewife accompanied my lord duke to 
court, whither he commonly went three times 
fii day. In the morning, he entered his Ma- 
jefty's bed-chamber as fbon as he was awake > 
and kneeling by the bcdfidc> dtfcourled of 
thofe things that were to be done in the day ; 
having alfo diifbited to his matter what was to 
, be faid, hefeiiredj and "returned innmediatcly 
after dinner, not to talk on ftate aSairs, but to 
converfc on entertaining fobjefts, and regale 
the king with all the' mi:rry adventures which 
happened in Madrid, and of which he was 
always very early informed. Laft of all, he 
vifited him for the third time in the evening, 
wWn he gave fiich an account as he thou^ 
proper of what lie- had done through the day» 
and in a carelefs manner afked his majefty's 
ordei-s for to morrow. While he was with the 
king; I rcmaJneti in theanti-chamber, where 
S Taw people of quality, devoted to the idol 
Favour, court my coQverIacion> and riiink 
thcmfclves 
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ihtmiclTCs Iiapp7, if I emcicd into dCTcnurft 
wicb ^m. . Howr after this, could I bdp 
thinking myfelfamanofconfcquaice? Tbere 
are a greac many ac coorc who have the fimo 
opinion of themfelves>. upon a ntticK more 
Qender foundatioa. 

One day, I had itiU more fiiod for my Taai- 
ly : the king, to whom the duke had fpokv 
Tcry adnntageoufty of my flylc» wai very eo^ ■ 
rious to iee » fpecimcn of it. Upon which, 
his excxllmcy made me take up the C at^lntw^ 
reglft^, and canybg me into the prefencey 
ordered me to read the fir£t ftory which I had 
abridged. If I was &t firfl difturbed by the 
prcience of the i^ince, I was foon compofcd 
by thatofdieminifter; and read my perform^ ' 
ance, which his Majefty heard with pleafinv. 
HeexprelTed his ladsfa£tion, anderenrcconv 
mended me to the minifter's proteSion. Thii 
Sad not at all dimimfh the [nideof my hearty 
and the oonverfad<Hi which I had a &w days 
after with the count de Lemos quite fiUcd mji 
headwiththe ideas of ambition. I wentoothis 
noblenruu from his uncle, and finding him at 
the prince's court, prefaaed to him a letter af 
credentials ; in which the dake told him, diat 
he might open himfelf to me, as to one who 
was perfectly well acquainted with thdc de^B> 
and chofen by hi m as their conutuui mellenger. 
The count having read this billet, cotviuifted 
me into a room, and having lacked the door^ 
fpske in this manner : " Since ycai enjoy the 
conBdeuce of the duke of Sjojm, 1 donit 
. doubt 

[;..i,tc(,G00^le 
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doubc that yoa deferve it; and I oug^ tar 
make no difficulr^ in giving you mtne^aUb. 
You muft know then, that ihatttrs go on 
fwimmingly. The prince of Spain diftin- 
guifhes me from all the noblemen who arc 
perfonally attached to him, and who ftudy to* 
pleafe him. I had this morning a private con- 
Terfacion with him, in which he feemed chag- 
rined at feeing him4clf, through the king's 
avarice, unable to follow the dictates of his^ 
generous heart, 'or even to fpend like a [»ince., 
On this occafioni I did not fail to lament his 
fituarion ; and proBting by the opportunity^ 
promifed to bring a thoufand piftoles ta him 
at his levee to-morrow, as an earneft of greater 
lums which I have undcrta|cen to fumiJh him: 
with in a very litde time. He was charmed 
mth my promifc; and I am certain of a^)H- 
rating his favour, if I keep my word. Go 
and tell theft circumftances to my uncle> and 
zeturn in the evening, to inform me of hil 
lemiments of the matter." 
' I quitted the count de Lcmos ionnediately^ 
and went back to the duke of Xjcmaa, who, 
en my reportr lent to Calderona for a thoufand 
juftolesi which he gave me to carry in the 
evening to the count. This I performed t 
iaying to myfelf) " Oho L I now fee plainljr 
what the infallible method is which, the mini- 
fter takes to fucceedin'his enierprue-: upon 
my foull he is in the right; and, to all ap- 
pearance, thefe pnxfigami^ will not ruin his 
mtune: I can Cafily gucis mHti who&<otfen 
j theic 
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tfaefe pifloles are tiken ; but after alli it is but 
rcatbnaUe-that the fether fbould maintain the 
fon." The count de Lcmoa, when we part- 
ed, faid Ibftlyi ** Farewell, dear confident t 
the prince of Spain is a little amorous ; you 
and I muft hare a conference on that fubjeift 
one of tbefe days : I fbrefee that I ihall have 
occafwn for your dexterity very foon." [ 
came home muTing on- thefe words, which 
were not at all ambiguous,' and which filled me 
with joy. ** The devil! (faid I) 1 am juft: 
on the eve «f becoming Mercury to- the heir 
of the kingdom." I did not examine into the 
goodnefs or badnefs of the office ; the quality 
of the gallant laid my virtue afleep. What 
g^ry was it for me to be made minifter of 
pkafure to a ^at prince ! *' Sofdy, Mr. GiL 
Bias, (fome folks will fay,) the bufinefs wa» 
only to make you dcputy-minifter. I own it : 
but at bottom the honour of both thefe pofts is 
equal, the difference lies in the profits ^nly." 

While 1 executed thele noble commilHons^ 
advancing every day farther and farther in the 
good graces of the prime minifter ; with fucb 
enchanting hopes, now happy Ihould I have 
been,, if ambition had fecurcd me from the 
cravings of hunger ! More than two months 
had elaplcd.fince I had quitted n^ magnifi- 
cent af^ment, and hired a Haali chamber 
very frugally furnifiied. Although this gave 
me fome pain, as 1 came out early in the morn- 
ingt and did not go home to bed before nighty 
I bore my ibrcuite patiently. The whole day 
I appcand 



rfe ADVENtURBS GF 
I appeared upon my tkeatre, that is, in the 
iJuk^s houffrj and ptsy^ the p^t of a tnan 
of eonfequetwc: but when' I had crept up in- 
to my gvrec, my impenance ram&ed, asd 
nothing remained buc poOT Gil Bias withoot 
money} and, which is worfe, without atrf 
thing that could fetch it. Though I had noe 
been too proud to discover my ncceffity to any 
body, I did not know one petfon that could 
affift me, except Navarro, whom I had ne^- 
Ie<&ed ro much, ftflcel turned dourticr, that I* 
bad not affiirance enough to make apphcatioA 
to his ^endfhip. I had been obfiged to felt 
all my ckaths piece-meal, except th<rfe .for 
i^iidi 1 had flbfbluK occaHdn. 1 went no more 
to the eating'houfe, txicaufe I ^ad not where-!' 
W4diat to pay rriy ortKBary. How did I mak* 
ftift then to fubfift-i E«ry morning, a Htile 
bread and wine was brought into our offices 
for bre^fi^ : this wvs all thai the miniftcf* 
allowed^ this w«s alt I ate through the day:' 
and 1 genendly went foppcriefe to bed; 

Such iras the fitoation of a Qianvho fiiontf 
at court, and who was more jawperty an- ofe^ 
jt& of compalTioft th^ envy. Nevert&ekfi, 
t eoBld no longer (uftain the weidit oi my' 
milery ; and at length determined to ^fdofe' 
tr, widi addrefs, to die i^ke of Lerma, sv 
Soon as an opportunity (ho^ftl offer. HappS]^ 
er iBc, 1 found an occafion at the ££rarial *, 
whither 

' » EEtoW, * tvji rah« Amt fi« k^su Am MUiid> i£ii* 
bj^(hij$f«^, IwvofSi^t «to in hit eft tint c:vc»<led 
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whither the king and the prince rcpah-ed) &mt 
days after I had coinc to this resolution. 

C H A P. VI. 

The manner in which Gil Bias infomu the duke 
tf Lerma of his necejjttyy and that mnijler's 
hehaviour en the oceefion. 

WHILE the king was at the Efcurial, 
he deftayed the expencc of every bo- 
dy; fo that there I did not feel where the fhoe 
pinched: I lay in a wardrobe, juft by the bed- 
chamber of the d\:di:e; who ooe morniagt rif- 
ing as \xMa.\ at break of day, made me take 
feme papers and a ftandiihr and foUow him 
into rae palace garden. We wenc and Sax. 
down under a tun of trees; where I put my - 
fdf, by his order, into the pofture of a mm 
wrving oa the crown of his hat; while he 
faetd in his hand a p^ier, which lu pretended 
CD read ; k that, at a difiance, we ficcnned 
bufy in veiy ferious afiairs, thot^ all the 
wbUe we talked of nothing but trifi». 

For the fpace of an hour, 1 had diverted 
hts excdlency with all the fallies that my good 
humour could afford, when two magpies perch- 
ing on the- trees under which we £t, b^ah m 
chatter in f»ch a noify maoner, as actradted 
ew attention. Thefe birds (laid the didie) 

no left ibu 1^70,000 iut»% di finilbi>t mi wiaitAn% tb^ bm|- 
nificent work. Hero tao ii a chapel in which an the tMnbi of *11 
the Sf inidi iBcmtetD, Awe ettfrin Vrta dw^tcOM lime 
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feem to fcold one another : I {hould be very 
glad w know the caufc erf" tficir quarret," 
** My lord (faid Ij) your curiofity puts mc 
in mind of an Indian fable, which I have read 
in Pilpay, or fome other author of diat kind." 
The mimder defired to hear i^ and I recount- 
ed it in thefe words. 

*• Heretofore a good monarch reigned' in 
Perlia, whofe genius being not quite extenfive 
enough to govern his kii^om of htrnfelf, he 
left mat care to his grand vilir Atalmuc; a 
man of fuperior capacity, who fupportcd the 
weight of that vaft monarchy, without lhx>p- 
ing, and maintained itinprofouod peace. He 
had even the art of making the royal autho- 
rity loved, as well as feared; attd the foti^efts 
enjoyed an aSeiftionate father m a vifir, who 
was faithful to hts prince. Atalmuc hadj 
among his fecretaries» a young Cadiemvian 
called Zeaogtr, vihom he loved more than aU 
the others. He took pleafure in his conver- 
fittjon, carried him m his company to the 
chace, and even diltdofed to htm his molt fe- 
fret diou^hts.. One day, while they hunted 
togedier m a wood> the viftr feeing two ra- 
-vens croaking on a tree, &id to his fecretary, 
" I with I knew what thefe birds are talking 
afy in thnr language." " Signior (anfwered 
the Cachemirian,) your wiih naay be acconv- 
plilhed." "How can that be?" (replied Atal- 
mw-) " A cabatiftical dcrviie ffaid Zeangir) 
tau^t me the language of birds. If you 
plcale> 
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pleafe I will liftcn to thefc, and repeat to you 
verbatim every thing that I fhall hear." 

*• Thevifir confented : and the Cachcmirian 
approaching the ravens, fccrned to lend an at- 
tentive ear to their difcourfe; after which, 
returning to his maftcr; ** Signior (faid he,) 
would you believe it ? we are the fubjeft of 
their converfation." " Impoffible ! (cried die 
Perfian mmifter) what can they fay of us?" 
" One of them (replied the fecretary) faid, ■ 
Behold the grand vilif Atidmuc in perfon, that 
tutelary eagle, who.'; covers Perfla like a neft 
with his wings, and inceffandy watches fw 
its prefervation. As a relaxation from his 
painful toils, he hunts in this wood with his 
mthfiil Zeangir. How happy is that fc'Cre- 
tary. in ferving a maffer that has fo much af- 
'fc^on for him!" "Softly (faid the other 
raven,) fofily; don't too much extol the hap- 
pinefs of that Cachcmirian ; Atalmuc, it is 
true, converles femiliarly with him, honours 
him with his confidence, and I don't doubt, 
intends to give him a confiderable poft ; but, 
before that happens, Zeangir will die of hun- 
ger. That poor deWl lodges in a fmall pal- 
try room, where he is In want (rf the ctMn- 
mon neceflaries of life. In a word, he lives 
in a miferabie manner, thou^ no body at 
court perceives it. The grand vifir never 
thinks 'df inquiring into his circumftances ; 
but, content with entertaining fevourable fen- 
.ttments in his bdialf, leaves mm, in the mean 
time, a prey to poverty." 

Hc» 
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Here I left off* fpeaking. In order tx> obfenw 
the duke, who ame^ with a fmUe, wliac im- 
preflion the apologue made op die nttndof 
Acalmuc, at^ If tqe grand vifir was not of- 
fended ac the preemption of his. fccretaiy^ ' 
*■ N0| my lori^ (fkid I, in great confufioa 
at this queftionf) the fi^>le (ayi, that, on the 
contrary, he loaded him with favours." */ That 
WBs lucky, (replied the duke, with a ferious 
air,) ibme miniilsre wonjld Hot liko to be fa 
iichooled. But (add.ed he, breakjoe oS ch« 
dtfcourfey and getting up) I believe the king 
will {boti be awalK, and my ducf obliges, me 
to be Mar him." So faying he walkca hafti-* 
I7 toward the palace, without: Ijpeakiog an- 
other word, and very ill pleafedj as l ima^*- 
cd, wi^ the Indian fablq. . 

I followed bim to tfaevery dooi o£ his Ma- 
jetty's bcd-ehamberj a^n which, ivent an4 
put the papecs into the (^ce frory whence I 
1^ tahen ttaen^ apA. then entered the clolcC 
where our two copying fccrctarios were at 
workjr for they were alfu along witbk u& 
*' What is the nutter with, you, Signior dc 
Santillane ? (faid they, when they ^w me ;) yov 
~ &em very much dil^urbed i Has any d^*agr«e* 
able accident happened to you ?" 

I waa tjoo much affected with the bvi fucr 
9^ of my apologt4» to conc,eal my grief: I 
fccounted to them what I had ^d to tlje 4uke 1 
aed they expreOed their fympathy ia ^ (harp 
qffliftion with which I w» fei^ed* " ^oin 
faave great reafpn to be grieved^ (f^d one oif 
chem 
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th«m,) I wilh you may be better treated -rfwn 
^e fecretfuy of cardinal Spinota, who, tired 
with having received nothing during fifteen 
iponths in which he was employed by his emJ- 
^ ncni:?> topk the liberty, one day, ofrepre- 
fenting Mb necefTity, and eravipg fome money 
for his ftibfiftence." " It is but jqft (faid the 
ininiftcr) that you Ihould be paid. Here, 
(added he, giving him an order for a thouland 
QUCatB,) go and receive that fiim frcrn the roy- 
al treaftryj but remember, at the fame timpj 
thi^t I have no further occafion for your ftr- 
vice," "The fecretary would have confoled 
^limfclf for his difmiflion, had he touched his 
thoufand ducatS;, and been allowed to fcele for 
bufin^fs elfewherei but, juft as he went out 
of the cardinal's houfe, he was arrefled by ait 
l^guazil, and condufted to the tower <)t Se- 
govia, wher? he has been prifoner a lojig 
time." 

This touch of hiftory redoubled my fear: 
I believed myfelf undone ; and becoming in- 
corifolable, began to reproach my own im- 
patience, as if I had not fuffered enough. 
** Als^sl (faidi,) why did I rifle that unlucky 
fable which has dilplcaied the tniotfler? per- 
.haps, be was juft on the point of extricating 
me out of my miferaUc fituation — nay, per- 
haps I was on the eve of making one of thofe 
fudden fortynes which aftonifh mankind. What 
riches ! whait honours have I loft by my own 
folly ! I Qught to have confidered, that ^reat 
nen don't chufe to be anticipated, but dei^rc 
that 
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due die leaft gradficuions they are obliged to 
give, Ihould be -received as dieir own free 
grace and &vour. It would have been better 
for raCt to condnue my Gender regimen, with- - 
out complaining to the duke, and even to let 
my&lf die of hunger, by which means the 
blame would have lain on his fide." 

If I had even preferved the fpaiks of hope, 
my maftcr, whom I faw in the aftenKXHi, would 
have baniflied them entirely; he was vAy &- 
rious with me, contrary co cuftom, and (carce 

' ^ke at all ; a circumftance that threw me 
into mortal difquict for the reft of the dqrt 

. neither did I pafs the night in more tranquili- 
ty, my forrow for feeing all my agreeable il- 
luficns vanifh, and the dread of incrcafuig the 
number of ftatc prifoncrs, made me groan 

' and lament my condition till morniiM;. 

The next day was the crilis of my rate. The 
duke ordered me to be called in the morning, 

. and I entered his chamber trembling like & 
criminal who is going to receive ftntence. 
*' Santillane, (faid he, (hewing a'paper which 
he held in his hand,) take this order."— I 
quaked at the word Order, faying to myfelf, 
"O heaven! behold cardinal Spinoh! the 
carriage is ready for Segovia." — The. terror 
which feized me, was fuch, that I intemipt- 
, ed the minifter, and throwing myfelf at his 
feet, " My lord, (faid I, all in tears,) 1 moft 
humbly beg that your excellency will pardon 
my prefumption ; it was necefllty alone chat 
compelled ihe to difclofe my HtuatioQ." 

The 
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' The duke, who could not help latching at 
my diforder, anfweredi ** Be comfix'ted, Gil 
Bias, uid Itften to whac I am going to fa]^— 
although the difcovering thy necelEtics was a 
■Efcproach to me, for not hiving prevented 
thcnti i I am not at all difobliged, my friend { 
I am rather angyy with myfeif for having 
omitted to alk how thou liveft. But to begin 
with iridting amends for this inattention, I 
^vcthec this order for fifteen hundred ducats* 
which will be paid upon fight, out of die 
royal treafury; This is not allj I promife 
thee the lame fum annually, andbefides, when 
people of wealth and generoficy folicit thy in- 
terdft, I do not forbid thee to Ipeak in their 
behalC" 

In the eztafy occasioned by thefe words, I 
-killed the feet of the minifter, who having 
commanded me to rife, continued to dilcourfe 
with me in a familiar manner. I attempted 
to recall my good humour, but I could not 
make fuch a fudden tranHtion from grief to 
joy ; I was as much confounded as a wretch 
who is informed of his pardon, in the very 
minuK when he expeflsd his executjoo. My 
maiter .aforibed all .this agitation to the fear 
of having incurred his difpieafure, though the 
dread of perpetual impnfonment had no lefs 
a Ihare in my difcompofure. He confefled, 
that he had ane&cd coolnels towards me, to 
fee whether or not I ihoukl be affliAed at the 
changes that from iba be was convinced of 
my 
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my fineere attachment to his perfon, forvVich 

lie lov«d me the more, 

■c H A P. vn. 

T%e good ufe to which be put his j^teen hundred 
ducats i thefirjt affair in which he intenoedSedt 
and the f refit froni thence aecrmng. 

TH £ kirigt as if he had intnuled to gra- 
tify my in^adenccy returned the very 
ncKt day to Madrid j upon which, I dew in- 
Aantly to the royal troafury, -where I imme- 
diately touched the fiim contained in my order. 
I now-Uftened to nothing but my vanity and 
ambition; I ^ndoned my miftfatde romn 
to thofe iecretaries who are ftill ignorant of 
the language of birds, and once more hired my 
-£ne apartment, which was luCkily untE&ant- 
od. I fent for a famous taylor, who worked 
Ibr almoft all the beuis; he took my mea- 
fiire, and carried me to a Ibop where he took 
off five ells of cloth, which (he &id) was bare- 
ly fufEcient to make a fuit for me. Five clls 
for a fuit of a Spanilh lafte ! juft heaven !— . 
but let us fpare €jur cenfure. Taylors of re- 
putation always ufe more than odiers. I thai 
bought Ibme hnen, which I waited very rnuch, 
fllk ftockings, and a beaver laced with point 
.de'£fpagne. This beii^ done, I thought it 
■■would not lo<^ well for me to be without a 
•faqucy, and dflfired Viaoint Forcro my laad- 
'loni, to Etccemmodate me with one of iiii 
own recommendation. Moft of the ftrangen 
4 . who 
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who lodged' with him, ufed on their arrival 
ac Madrid, to take Spani(h valecs into their 
fervice, by which means, his houfe was the 
rendezvous of all the lacqueys out of place. 
The firft chat ptefcntcd himfelf, was a young 
fellow of fvfch a fofc, devout appearance, that 
I would have nothing to da with htm; he 
looked too much like Ambrolc de Lamela. 
"I, don't want (faid I td Forrero) a valet of 
Aich a religious deportment ; I luve been aL- 
ready bit by fuch another." Scarce had I dif- 
iniired diis lacqey, when another came iii, <^ 
a very fprightly appearance, as impudent as a 
court page, with fome^ing n^ifli m his 
iooks. Fleafed with his outbde, I put fome 
queftionsto him, which he anfwered with fpi- 
rit, I obferved that he was of an intriguing 
dilpofition, and looking upon him as a fub- 
JC& pat for my piirpofe, engaged him in^mcdi- 
ately. I had no caufe to repent of my choice j 
nay, I perceived, in a verylitde time, that I 
had made an admirable- acquifition. As the 
duke had permitted me to fpeak to him, in 
fiivour of people whom I wanted to ferve (and 
I was refolved not to negleft this pcrmiflion,) 
I had occation for a jackall to difcover the 
game ; that is an induflrious pleafant fellow^ 
proper to find out and allure thofe who had fa- 
voursto aik of die prime miniftcr. This office 
wis quite the mafter-pieceofScipio (fuch was 
my lacquey's name) wlio had been in the fer- 
vicc of Donna Anna dc Guevera, nurfe to the 
Vol. IIL I prince 
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prince of Spain, where he had exerciied that 

talent to fome purpofe. 

. As foon as he nnderftood my credit, and 

that I fhould be glad to ufe it to the bcft ad- 

, Tantagc, he went to work, and that very day 
faid to me, " Signior, I have made a pretty 
good difcovery : a young gentleman of Gre- 
nada, called Don Roger de Rada, is come to 
Madrid on an affair of honour, which obliges - 
him to folicit the Duke of Lerma's protec- 
tion, and he is willing to pay well for the fa- 
vour he fhall obtain i I have already fpoke 
with him, and found him defirous of apply- 
ing to Don Rodrigo de Calderona, whoie 
power he had heard greatly extolled ; but I 
have changed his intention, by alTuring him 
that Calderona fells his good offices at an, ex- 
travagant -rate; whereas you content your- 
felf with a moderate gratification for your's, 
and that you would even employ them gratis, 
were you in a fituatJon that permitted you to 
follow your generous and difinterefted inclina- 
tion i in ftiort, I fpoke to him in fuch a man- 
ner, as that you will fee the gentleman ac 
your levee to-morrow morning." " How ! 

. (fajdl,) Mr. Scipio, you haves-lrcady donea 
gf eat deal of work. 1 perceive that you are 
no novice in matters of intrigue; and am fur- 
priftd that you have not made your fortune." 
"That ought not to furprife you, (he re- 
, plied ;) 1 love to make money circulate, and 
never hoaid up what I can get." 

Don 
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Don Roger de Rada aftually came to my 
lodgings, and I received him with policentCi 
mixed witii pride. " Signior Cavalier, (laid I,) 
before I engage to ferve you, I mull know the 
sRiiir of honour diat brings you to court ; for 
it may be of fuch a nature, that I dare not 
ipeak to the prime minifter in your behalf i 
.make therefore, if you pleafe, a faithful re- 
port of it, and be aflbred that I will enter 
warmly into your interefts, provided a man 
■of honour may efpoufe them." " With all 
my heait, (replied the young Grenadine,) I will 
fincerely- recount my ftory." At the fame 
time he related it, asfollowg. 

CHAP. VIII. 
Tbe hyiory. of Don Roger de Rada. 

DON Anaftafio de Rada, a Grenadine 
gentleman, lived happily it; the town trf" 
Antequera with Donna Eftephania his wife, 
who,, together with unblemifhed virtue, poC- 
fefled a gcnUe dirpofition, and a great Ihare of 
bcAuty. Ifflie had a tender afieftion for her huC- 
band, he was alfo diftraftedly fond of her, and 
.bnng naturally addicted to jealoufy (thougfa 
he had not the leaft caufe to fufpeft her fideli- 
lity) was not without diiquiet. Hi; .was afraid 
that fome fecret enemy of his repoie jnade at- 
tempts upon his honour; he dillrufted all iu* 
. friends, except Don Huberto de- ilordalBB^ 
who liad free acctls to his houfc in quality *^ 
la .-E,ft?r 
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Eftephania's coufm, and who, indeed> was the 
only man he ought to have fufpefted. 
- Don Hubeito adually fell in love with his 
kinfwoman, and had prefumption enough to 
declare his paflion, without regard to ties of 
blood, or the particular frienmhip fubfifting 
between him and Anaftafio. The lady being 
a woman of difcretion, inftead of makii^ a 
dilcovery which might have been attended with 
melancholy confequences, reprimanded her 
reluion with gentlcnels, nrprefented co him 
how muth he was to blame, in attempting to 
feduce- hay and difhonour her hufband j and 
told him very fenouflVi that he muft not flatter 
him with the hope of fucceis. 

This moderation ferved only to inflame the 
cavalier the more, and imagining that he muft 
pufti things to extremity with a woman of her 
charafter, he began to behave vgry difrefpcft- 
fully to her, and one day had the audacity 
to prefs her to fatbfy his defirc. ' She repulfcd 
him with an air of fevcrity, and threatened to 
make Don Anaftalio punilh his raAinefs. The 
gallant, terrified ac uiis menace> promifed to 
^ak no more of his paflion, and on the iaitb 
« that promife, Elfbephania pardoned what 
waspaft. 

Don Huberto, who was naturally a. very 
wicked man> could not behold his love To ill 
repaid, 'without conceinng a baft defirc of 
being revenged. He knew the jealous Kmper 
of Don Anaftafio to be fufceptible of any 
itnprcflion which be had a mind to g^ve j and 
he 
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he needed , no more than this intelligence to 
form the blackeft defign that ever entered into 
the heart of a villain. One evening, while 
he and this weak hun>and were walking to- 
gether, by themfclvesj he faid to him with a 
melancholy air, " My dear friend, I can no 
longer live without revealing to you a fecret 
which I would have kept for ever from your 
knowledge, were not your honour dearer to 
you than your rcpofe ; but your delicacy and 
mine, in point of injuries, permits nie not ta 
conceal what pallesat yourhoufcj prepare to 
hear apiece of news, whicli wifl give you as 
much forrow as Ibrprize, for I muft touch yo« 
in the tendereft part." 

" I underftand you, (faid Don Anaftafio, 
already difcompofed,] yourcoufin is unfaith^ 
fuL" " I no longer own her for my coufin, 
(replied Hordales, with an air of indignation,). 
I renounce her : for Ihe is unworthy of fuch a 
hufband." " 'Tis too much to nnake me 
languilh in this manner (cried Don Anaftafio) : 
fpeakj what has Eftephania done?" "She 
has betrayed you, (anfwered Huberto,) you 
havea rival, whom ihe entertains in private: 
but I know not his name; for the adultereri 
by the favour of a dark night, concealed his 
perfon from thofe who obferved his retreat. 
All I know is, that you are deceived : that I 
am certain of. ' The concern which I ought 
to have in this affair, but too well verifies mjt 
report. Since I declare myfelf againft Efte- 
1 3. phania» 
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phania, I muft be well convinced of her Jn- 
fidelity. 

" It is in vain, (added he, obfecvingtha this 
difcourfe had the defired efTetft,) it is in vain 
for me to teJI you more. I perceive that you 
don't delerve the ingratitude with which your 
love is repaid; and that you meditate juft 
vengeance on the guilty. I will not oppofe 
your defign. Never examine who the viitim' 
is that you intend to ftrikc j but fhow tO' 
the whole city, that there is nothing which you 
cannot facrificc to your honour." 

The traitor thus animated a too credulous 
htifband nsainft an innocent wife, and -paint- 
ed, in fucK lively colours, the infamy with 
Vhich he would be covered, if he (hould leave 
the injury unpunifhed, that he grew mad 
with revenge. Don Anaitafio having lofE his 
judgment, fecmed actuated by the Furies, and 
went home with a refc^ution to ftab his un- 
happy wife, who was juft going to bed when 
he came in. He conftrained himfclf at firft, 
and waited until the fcrvants were withdrawn ; 
then, unreftri<5ted by the fcar of heaven's wrath, 
by the dllhonour he was going to refleft upon 
his family, and even by the natural pity which 
he ought to have felt for an infant, which his 
wife had already carried fix months in her 
womb, he approached ,the viftim, faying, in 
a furious tone, "Thou muft die, wretch! 
thou haft but a moment to Jive, and that my 
generofity allows thee, to fpend in a prayer to 
heavenj to pardon the outrage thou haft com- 
mitred 
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mitted ag^nft me : for I would not have tliee 
lofe thy foul as thou haft loft rhy honour." 
So faying, he unlheached his poiiiard. His 
aftion and difcourfe terrified Eltephania, who 
fjHing at his feet, and clafping hei hands, fa'id 
to. him in. the iitmaft aftonilhmenr, " What 
is the matter, Signior ! what caufe of difcon- 
tent have I been fo unhappy as to give you ? 
Why would you take away the life of your 
fpoitfe ? If you fuljaciS her of infidelity, in^ 
deed you arc miftaken." 

"Nojno! (the jealous hufbajid haftily re- 
plied,) 1 am but too well affured of your falfe- 
hood : thofe who informed me are creditable 
pcrfons. Don Huberto." '* Ah, Signior! 
(faid Ihe, interrupting him with precipitation) 
you have rcafon to diftruft Don Huberto. 
He is Jefs your friend than you imagine: if 
he has iaid any thing to the prejudice of my 
virtue, do not believe him." " Peace, infa- 
mous woman ! (anfwered Doij Anaftafio,) by 
endeavouring to prejudice ;ne agairift Hor- 
dales, you juftify, inftead of dilfipating, my 
fufpicions. You endeavour to render that re- 
lation fufpefted, becaufe he is informed of 
your mifconduiit; you want to invalidate his 
teftimony : but that artifice is in vain, and re- 
doubles my defire of punifhing your guilt." 
" My dear hufband ! (refumed the innocent 
Eflephania, weeping JDitterly,) diftruft your 
own blind rage : if you follow its emotions, 
vou will commit an aifHon which it wiil not 
be in your power to atone, when once you aic 
I 4 con- 
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convinced of your injufticc. In the name of" 
God, quiet your tranfports: at leaft, give 
yourfclf time to clear up your fufpicions, and 
dojufticc to a wife who has no crime to re- 
proach hcrfelf with." 

Any other than Ariaftafio would have been 
moved with thefe words, and fti!l more with 
the affli^ion of her who pronounced them ; 
but he, cruel man ! far from bei;ig melted at 
her dillrefs, once more bid the lady recom- 
mend herfelf quickly to God, and even lifted 
up his arm to ftrike. *' Hold, barbarian ! 
(ciicd flie,) if thy love for me is entirely ex- 
tingiiiflied ; if the marks of tendernefs, which 
I have laviflied upoir thee, are eflfaced from 
thy remembrance j if my tears cannot divert 
thee from thy execrable defign ; at Iftaft, have 
fome regard to thy own blood. Arm not thy 
frantick hand againftan innocent, who has not 
yet fctn the light : thou canft jiot be its exe- 
ciitiolicr, without offending heaven and earth. 
As for my part, I forgive thee my death.: but 
be aflured, the blood of the babe will cry for 
vengeance On the horrible deed." 

Howfoever determined Don Anaftafio- was 
to pay no attention to what Eftephania might 
fay, he Could not help being moved ty thefe 
dreadfiil images,, which her laft words prefcnt- 
ed to his thought. Wherefore, as if he had 
been afraid that his emotion would betray his 
refentmeht, he haftened to take advantage of 
the fury that remained in his heart, and plung- 
ed 
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ed his poniard into the right fide of his wife,, 
quitted his houfe immediately, and fled from 
Antequera. 

Mean while, the unfortunate lady was Co 
dunned with the blow which Ihc had received^ 
that fhe lay inme minutes on the floor, without 
any figns of life : afterwards,' recovering her 
fpirits, /he mtered fuch plaints and lamenta- 
•rions, as brought an old maid-fervant into the 
room. As foon as this good woman faw her 
miftrefs in fuch a piccous condition, Ihe 
ififaked the reftofthe domettick-!, and even the 
neighbours with her cries. * The chamber was 
foon filled with people ; furgeons were called} 
they examined the wound and had good hopes 
'of her recovery. They were not miftaken in 
their conjefture i for, in a little time, they 
cured Eftephania, who was happily delivered, 
three months after this cruel adventure, of a 
ion (Signior Gil Bias) whom you now fee. I 
, am the fruit of that melancholy pregnancy. 
Although Icandal feldom Ipares a woman's 
virtue; it refpefted that of my mother } and 
this bloody fcene was looked upon in town as 
the groundlels tranlport of a jealous hufband. 
My father, it is true, was known to be a vio- 
lent man, very apt to take umbrage without 
caufe. Hordales concluded, that his kinfwo- 
man fufpcftcd him of having difturbed the 
mind of Don Anaftafio with falfe ftoriesj and 
farisfted with being, at leaft, half revenged, 
left off vifiting her. Not to tire you, Sir, I 
will not enla^ upon the particulars of my 
I 5 education j 
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education; but only obferve, that my mother's 
principalcarewaato have me taught to fence; 
' and I accordingly learned that cxercile, along 
time, in the moft celebrated fchools of Gre- 
nada and Seville. She waited with impa- 
tience, until I was old enough to meafure my 
fword wiih that of Don Huberto, before flie 
informed me of the caufe ihe had to complain 
of him: then, I being in my eighteenth year,. 
Ihe imparted to me the whole (lory j not with- 
out ihedding tears in abundance, and appear- 
ing affefted with the moft violent lorrow. 
What impreffion muft a mother, in that con- 
dition, make on a fon, who neither wanted 
courage nor fentiment ? I went inftantly, an(i. 
challenged Hordales to a private place, where, 
after a pretty obftinate combat, I ran him 
through the body, in three places, and left 
J)im breathlefs upon the fpot. 

Don Huberto finding himfelf mortally 
wounded, fixed his laft looks on me, and 
faid he received the death I had given him, as 
ajuft punilhment for the crime he had com- 
mitted againft the honour of my mother. He 
confefled, that he liad refolved upon her de- 
ftrudion, to be revenged of her fcorn j and 
expired, alking pardon of heaven, Don Ana- 
ftaiio, Eftephania, and me. I did not think 
proper to tcturn, in order to inform my mo- 
ther of what h^ happened, I left that to 
fame; and paffing the mountains, repaired to 
Mal^a, where I emt^arked with the captain 
of 
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of a privateer, juft ready to fail on a cruize. 
He thought I did not look like one who want- 
ed courage, and gladly confented that I fliould 
join his voluntiers. 

We foon found an opportunity of finalizing 
ourfelves. NearthelQand of Albouran*, wc 
met acorfairof Meilila, in her return to the ■ 
coaft of Africa, with a Spanifh lliip xichly la- 
den, which fhe had taken off Carthagena f. 
Wc vigoroufly attacked the African, and made 
ourfelves liiafters of both (hips, in which we 
found fourfcore Chriftians, whom they were 
carrying as flavea to Barbaiy. Then, taking 
advantage of a favourable wind that fprung 
lip for the coaft of Grenada, we arrived, in 
a little time, at Punrade Helena. 

While v,e aiked the Ilaves, whom we had 
delivered, the places of their nativity, I put 
that queftion to a man of good mein, who 
Icemed to be about fifty years of age. He an- 
fwered, with a (i<jh, that he was from Ante- 
quera. 1 felt a ftrange emotion at his reply, 
without knowing wherefbVfe; and he perceiv- 
ing it, was remarkably difturbed in his turn, 
"lam (faidl) your townfman : may I afk 

■ Albttiran, »fniilUJli:id in the Medilttrsntan, on ths toaftof ihe 
tingdiaiof Fsi. MtlliU IS a iiHIo citym the fame F"tof Birbary. 

■f Cnthsgena, crtfciv Carthigr, an ancient oiyi in tlie kingdom 
of Muicia, litui^cd an the coitt of ihe McdiurraDcan Tea. It was 
built by a colon)' of the Carlhajinians, and aksn by Scipin, iio 
jrciri before ch: birch of Chiin. Here it wai that grjat comnianil. 
er gave tfiat admi^aUe proof of his milrrition, which Lath been 
tranfinkleJ to p.iltetlty in the lloiy of the beautifgl captive whom he 
<<> ginciDDtly icltoivd to bet lovec. 

16 the 
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the name of your family?'" "Alas! (hercr 
plied) you renew my grief, by deAring me to 
gratify your curioGty. . Eighteeo years ago I 
quitted Antequera, where I cannot be remem- 
bered without horror: you yourlelf ma.y, per- 
h^, have beard of me but too often : my 
name is Don Anaftafio de Rada." " Juft hea- 

. ven! (cried I,) can I believe my fcnfes? What! 
is this Don Anaftafio, my own father, whom I 
fee!" " What is that you fay, young man ? 
(cried he, in his turn, looking at me with fur- 
prife,) is it poITible that you are the wihsppy 
infant, which was in its mother's womb^when 
I facrificed her to my fiiry i" "Yes, my h- 
ther, (faid I,) I am he, whom the virtuous 

- Eflephania brought into the world, three 
months after that fatal nrght on which you 
left her weltering in her blood." 

Don Anaftafio, before I had finlihed theie 
words, fell upon my neck, cbfped me in his 
arms, and, for a whole quarter of an hour, 
we did nothing but mingle our fighs and tears. 
After having yielded to thele tender emodons, 
that fuch a meeting could not &U to raife, my 
.father lifted up his eyes, and thanked heaven 
for having preferved the life of Eflvphaoia. 
But a moment aftei", as rf he had been wfraidof 
giving thanks unleafbnably, he afked in what 
manner the innocence of his wife had been 
proved? "Sigriior, (faid I,) nobody but you 
ever (Joubted it ' her condu^ was always im- 
proachable. I will difabufe you : you muft 
know that you was impofcd upon by Don 
Hubeno.'* 
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Hubcno." I tben recounted the wholeof that 
relation's perfidy, the vengeance I ha^ takenj 
and the confeflion he made at his death. My 
father was not fo much' plcafcd at the recovery 
of his freedorrij as with the news I told. 
In the excefs of his joy, he began to embrace 
me again with tenderness and tranlport; and 
could n.t help exprcITing his iatisra6tion with 
regard to my conduft. " Come, my fon, 
(faidhe,) let us haften to Antcquera. I burn 
with impatience to throw myfclf at the feet of 
a wife, whom I have fo unworthily treated. 
Since you have made me acquainted with my 
own injuftice, my heart is torn with remorie !" 

I was too e^cr to bring together perfons 
who were fo dear to mc, to retard the happy 
'moment: I quitted the privateer, and with 
my (hare of the prize we had taken, bought 
two mules at Adra, my father being unwilling 
CO expofe himfelf again to the dangers of the 
fea. ' He had leifure enough on the road to 
relate his adventures, which I heard with as 
greedy attention as that which the prince of 
Ithaca paid to thofe of the king his ^ther. In 
fliort, after having travelled feveral days, we 
gained the foot of a mountain, in the neigh-' 
bourhood of Antequera, where we halted ; • 
and refolving to go home privately, did iipt 
enter the town till midnight. 

1 leave you to gucfs the furprife of my mo- 
ther, at the return of a hulband, whom the 
thought 'for ever loili and the miraculous 
manner 
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manner (ifl may be allowed the eitpreflloh) m 
which he was reftored, became another caufe 
, for her aftoniOiment. He aiked pardon for 
his barbarity, with fuch genuine marks of re- 
pentance, that fhe could not help being affect- 
ed with them ; and, infliead of regarding him 
as an afTaflin, looked upon hitti as a man to 
whom heaven had fubjedled her will ; fo facred 
is the name of hulband to a virtuous woman ! 
Eflephania had been fo anxious on my ac- 
count, that Ihe was overjoyed at my retrfrn. 
Cut her pleadire was not without allay : the 
fiftcr of Hordales had begun a criminal pro- , 
ce& againft the'murderer of her brother, and 
caufed me to be fearched for every where in 
fuch a manner, that my mother, knowing how 
infecure I was at home, fuffered great uneafi- 
nefs, which obliged me to fet out that very " 
nigh: for court i where I come, Signior, to 
Ibllicie my pardon, which i hope to obtain, 
fincc you defign to fpeak- to the prime - mi- . 
nifler in my belialf, and to fupport me with 
your whole credit." 

The valiant fon of Don Anaftafio here finifh' 
cd his narration ; upon which I faid to him, 
with an air of importance : " Enough, Sig- 
nior Don Roger, the cafe feems pardonable: 
1 undertake to communicate your affair to his 
excellency, and I will venture to promife you 
his protedtion." The Grenadine, upon this 
affurance, launched* out intoa world of thanks, 
which would only have entered at one ear and 
gone out at the other, had he not allured me, 
6 that 
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that whatever fervicc I fliould do him, would 
be clofe followed by his acknowledgment. As 
foon as he touched on that ftring, I put my 
felf in motion, and that very day recounted 
his ftory to the dulte, who having permitted 
me to introduce the cavalier, faid to him, 
•* Don Roger, I am informed of the affair 
that brought you to court ; Santillane has told 
me every circumftance ; make yourfelf eafyj 

" you have done nothing that is not cxcufable j 
and it is particularly to thole gendemen who 
revenge their injured honour, that his Ma- 
jefty loves to fli6w favour. For the fake of 
form, you muft go to prifon ; but be affured, 
you Ihall not continue in it long. Your friend 
SantUlane will take care of the reft, and Coon 
procure your enlargement." 

Don Roger made a profound bow to the 
minifter, on whofe word he furrendered lum- 
felf. His pardon, by my care, was expedited 
in a very little time ; for, in lefs than ten days, 

' I fent this new Telcmachu.? home to his Ulyf- 
fes and Penelope ; whereas, had he been with- 
out a proteftor, he would not, perhaps, have 
been quit for a whole year's imprilbnmcnt. I 
touched no more than an hundred piftoles for 
my good offices : fo that it was not a great 
catch. But I was not yet a Caldcrona, to de- 
ipife fmall matters. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Gil Bias finds means to make a cofifider able for tmie 
■ in a very port time, and gives him/elf great 

airs accordingly. 

THIS affiiir quickened my appetite; and 
ten piftoles which I gave to Scipio, for 
his right of b.-olicrage, encouraged him to go ' 
upon the fcent again. I liave already extolled 
his talents in this' way : he might have been 
juftly entitled the great-Scipio. Tfce fecond 
cuftomer he brought was a printer, who, in 
delpite of common ibnfe, had enriched him- 
felf by books of knight-errantry. This ho- 
neft tradefman had pirated a work belonging 
to another printer, and his edition was feized. 
For thee hundred ducats he obtained, through 
my means, a replevy, and efcaped a large ,fine. 
Though the minifter, properly fpeaking, bad 
DO bunnefs with this affair^ his Excellency, at 
my requelt, was fo good as to interpofe his 
authority. After the printer, a merchant 
paired through my hands^ on the folloudog 
occaHon. A Fortuguefe fiiip had been taken 
by a corfair of Barbary, aiul afterwards re- 
taken by a privateer of Cadiz- Two thirds 
of the lading belonged to a. merchant of 
Lifbon> who having reclaimed it in vain, came 
to Court in queft of a patron, who had credit 
enough to caufe reftitution to be made. I Hi- 
tereftedmyfelftn his behalf, and he got pof- 
feflion -of bb cffe^, in conGderation of a pre- 
&nt 

^ * ir.j«™(, Google 
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lent which he made me. of four hundred pil- 
toles for my protedtion. 

Mediinks I hear the reader cry m this place. 
Bravo, Monfieur de Sant'ilUnc, put hay into 
your boots ; you are in a fine road, pulh your 
fortune — Oh! that I will, I warrant you — I fee, 
if I am not miilaken, my valet coming with 
a new prize, which he has grappled — Right : 
it is Scipio— let us hear him. ** Signior (faid 
he,) allow me to introduce this famous opera- 
tor to you. He wants a patent to fell his me- 
dicineSj exclufive of all ethers, during the 
fpacc of ten years, in all the cities under the 
dominion ofSpain ; that is, all pcrlbns of his 
profeHlon fliall be prohibited from fetding in 
the place or places where he relldes ; and be 
will pay, as an acknowledgment, two hundred 
piftoles to any peribn who will procure for him 
the faid privilege." I laid to the mountebank, 
flffuniing the patron. ' " WcU, friend,' your 
bufinefs ihall be done." Sure enough, in a 
very few days, I defpatched him with patents, 
which intided him to cheat the people exclu- 
lively, through all the kingdoms of Spain. 

Thougli my wealth increafed, 1 had obtaiti- 
' ed of his Excellency the four favours i had 
afked, fo eafily, , that I never hefitated in rc- 
quefting a fifth ; which was the government of 
tlic city of Vera, On the confines of Gre- 
. nada, for a knight of Calatrava*, who pro- 
imfed 



■ CalaCn^ ■ niliUry miet of bnighthovd in Spiin i inftituted i* 
dieyeuilji, duri»| cbe rEifn of ^lancba chethiid k'ngof Ca^til*. 
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mi fed me a thoufand piftoles for the placr- 
The minifler laughed to fee me Co hot on the 
gime : " Egad, Gil Bias (faid he), you' go 
on at a rare rate: you muft be furiouQy in- 
din?d toobligeyour neighbour. Hark'ye,. I 
iliall not ftand upon trifles with you : but 
when you dchiand governments, and othet 
confiderable favours, you IhaJl, if you pleafe, 
be contented with- one half of the profit, and 
be accountable for the other to me. You 
can't imagine (added he), what cxpcnce I am 
obliged to be at, or how many refsurces I 
muft have to fupport the dignity of my poft: 
for, notwiihftanaing the difintcrcfted appear- 
ance I aJTume, I confefs I am not imprudent 
enough to diforder my domeftick aSairs. Take 
your nieafurcji accordingly." 

My maQ:er, by this difcourfe, banifhing all 
fear of being importunate, or rathei* encou- 
raging me to return frequently to the charge, I 
became mortgrecdy of riches than ever j and 
would have willingly advertifed, that all thole 
■who wanted favours at court, ftiould apply to 
mc. I went upon one courfe, Scipio upon 
another, in queft of people .whom we might 
fcrve for money. My knight of Calatrava ■ 

This focuty bu formeilr fignalind iti seal ind courige, id nuaj 
battki igainft ch: iodMs, and it Itill psfTQlTrd of bity-lii cimmand- 
cries, ind (ixt«n pcjoriet. The habii oF the order is ) laigjg white 
left fide, powdered widi &<ivici: 
~ iverty, obedience, and conji _ 
a the iinoiaculibi cooceptionoF 
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had his government of Vera, for his thoufand 
piftolcs; and I foon obtained another at the 
lame price, for a knight of St. Jago*. I was 
not contented with making governors only, t 
conferred orders of knighthood, and convert- 
ed fome good plebeians into bad gentlemen, 
by virtue of excellent letters patent. I was 
alio willing that the clergy (hould feel my be- 
nevolence : I beftowed fmall benefices, canon- 
ftiips, and fome ecclefiaftical dignities. Ai 
for the billiopricks and archbijliopricks, they 
were all in the gift of Don Rodrigo de Cai- 
derona, who likcwife appointed magiftratesi 
commanders, and viceroys. A plain proof 
that the great places were no better filled than 
the fmall onesi for the people we chofe to 
occupy the poft«, of which we made fuch an 
honourable tra^ck, were not always the beft 
qualified, or mod regular. We knew very 
well, that the wits of Madrid made themfelves 
merry at our expence ; but we refembled thole 
niifers, who confole themfclves for the publick 
fcorn, with a fight of their gold. 

liberates has realbn to call intemperance iad 
folly the infeparabie companions of wealth. 
Wlien I found myfelf mafter of thirty thou- 
fand ducats, and in a condition to get, per* 
haps, ten times as much, I thought I muft 

• St. Jigo, nr St. Times. This Uths higbefl order of knightliood 
in ^in, ioSituted in the twelfth century. They take in odih to 
defend the pilgriois that vific the tamh of St. Jases, at Campolti-lla, 
tiom the iniiilu ot the Maori. They beat for arms i fwoid gulcsi 
the handles in /ormof a erofs, powdered with fioweii dc luee j to* 
tbrir metta is Sanguiv* jtretumi 

theii 
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then make a figure worthy of the primemi* 
nifter's conBdcnt. I hired- a whole houfc, 
which 1 fiirniflied in a hanctrome manner, 
t)Oiight the coach of a notary, who had fct it 
lip through oftentation, and now wanted to 
gtt rid of it> by the advice of his baker. I 
engaged a coachman ; and, as it is but jufl to ' 
advance old fervants, raifed Scipio to the triple 
honour of my v.itet de chambre, fecretary, and 
fteward. But what put the finifliing ftroke to 
my pride, wps the minifter's allowing my 
people to wear his livery. This baniflied all 
the judgment that remained ; and I became aa 
mad as the difciples of Porcius Latro, who 
when they had made themfelves as p^e as , 
their m^er, by drinking dceodions of cumin, 
imagined themfelves as leariie^; and well 
nigh believed "myfclf the Duke of Lcrma's 
relation. I really took it into my head, that 
I Ihould pafs for fuch, or, pcrhap, for one of 
his baftaras : a refleftion that gave me infirilte- 
pleafure. 

Add to this, thaty in imitation of his Ex- 
cellency, who kept open table, I refolved to 
entertain alio. For this purpole, I ordered 
Scipio to look out foraikilRil cook; and he 
found one, who was, perhaps, comparable 
to thatofNomentanus*, of dainty memory. I 
furniflied rtiy cellar with delicious wines, and. 



after 
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after having laid in all other Jcinds of provi- 
fion, began to receive company. Every even- 
ing, fonne of iheprindpai clerks of the mi- 
nirter's office, -who proudly afTmnc the quality 
offecretariesof fl:;iEc, came to fnp with me. 
I gave tliem good cheer, and always ient them 
home well watered. Scipio, on his fide (fw 
it was like mafter, like man,) kept cable alfo, 
in the buttery, where he regaled hisacquatnt- 
ances ac my expenfe. But, exclufive pf my 
Kgard for that young fellow, I thought, as he 
contributed to my getting money, he had a 
right to afllft me in fpending it. Befides, I 
looked upon this pt-o6jfioB hUe a young man, 
and did not perceive the coHlcqucnce. I hid, 
another reafon aifo, for overlooking it. Be- 
nefices and employments never ceafed bring- 
ing grill to the mill ; and feeing my finances 
daily increale, I tliougbt 1 had, for once, 
■drove a nail in the wheel of Fortune. 

There was nothing now wanting to gratify 
tny vanity, but to make Fabricius an eye- 
witnefs ol" my pomp. 1 did not doubi that 
he was returned from Andalufu , and, that 
I might have the pleafure of furprifing him, 
fent him an anonymous billet, importing, that 
a Sicilian nobleman, of his acquaintance, ex- 
pcfted him to fupper, at fuch a day, hour, and 
place. Nunnez came at the time appointed, 
and was amazed to find that I was the foreign 
nobleman who had invited him to fupper. 
" Yes, friend (faid I to him), this is my 
houfej I have a handfome equipage, a good 
3 ■ ' table, 

, .C.HvsIc' 
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table, and a ftrong box befides." *' Is tt pof. 
fible (cried he, with great vivacity) that I 
find thee again in fuch opulence ! how happy 
am I in having recommended thee to Count 
Galiano! I told thee that he was ageneroiis 
nobleman, who would foon malce thee eafy 
for life. Thou haft, doijttkfs, (adc'ed he,) 
followed the wife advice I gave thee, and given 
the buder a Ijttle more rein. I congratulate 
thee upon thy conduft ; for it is by fuch pru- 
dent meafurcs only, that the ftewards in great 
families become forich." 

I let Fabricius applaud himfclf as much 3S 
he pleafcd, for having introduced me to the 
feivice of Count Galiano; after which, in 
order to moderate the joy which he felt for 
having procured me fuch a good poft, I relat- 
ed the marks of gratitude with which that 
nobleman had repaid my fervice : but per- 
ceiving that my poet, while I made the de- 
tail, fung his recantation within himfelfj I 
(aid to him, " I forgive the Sicilian — between 
you and me, I have more caule to rejoice tJian 
be forrv at his behaviour towards me. If the 
Count had not ufed me ill, I - fliould have fol- 
lowed him to Sicily, where I ihould now be a 
Servant in eicpectation of an uncertain efta- 
blifhmcnt. In a word, I ihould not be con- 
fident to the Duke of Lerma. Nunnez was 
foftruck with thefe laft words, that he con- 
tinued, fame minutes, incapable of uttering 
one fyllable. Then breaking filence, all of a 
fuddcDi " Did I undcrftand you aright ? (&id 
hcji) 
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Tie i) what ! have you the confidence of the 
prime minifter ?" " I fhare it (1 replied) with 
Don Roderigo de Calderona, and, in all ap- 
pearr* ce, I fhallmalke great progrefs." "Tru- 
ly, Signiorde Santillane, (faidhc,) I look upon 
you with admiration ! you are capable of 
filling all forts of employments. What ta- 
lents you are nnafter of! you have (to ufe the 
expreflion of our tennis court) the univerfal 
tool : that is to fay, you are qualified for every 
thing. Finally, Signior, (added he,) I am 
overjoyed atyour worfliip's profperity." " O 
the devil! (faidl, interrupting him,) Mr. 
Nunnez, truce with Signior and your wor- 
fliip : let us banifh thefe terms, and live fa- 
miliarly together." " Thou art in the right, 
(he replied,) 1 ought not to look upon thee 
otherwife than ufual, although thou art be- 
come rich.' I will confefs- my weakncfs: I 
was dazzled when I underftood thy happy fate. 
But that prejudice is over, and I now behold 
thee again as my old friend Gil Bias." 

Our converfation was interrupted by the 
arrival of four or five clerks. " Gentlemen, 
(faid I to them, prefenting Nunnez,) you (hall 
fup with Signior Don Fabricio, who compoles 
verfes worthy of king Numa*, and writes in 
profe like a prodigy." Unluckily, I fpoke 
to people who regarded poetry fo fitile, that 
our authour fuffered on account of his profcf- 
fion. Scarce would they deign to favour him 
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with a look. It was to no purpofe that he 
faid wtttjr things^ in order to attra^ their at- 
tention : they did not perceive the beauty of 
bis Tallies : and he was fo much piqued .r. their 
want of tafte, that he made ufe of his poeti- 
cal licenfe, and cunningly withdrawing from 
the company, difappeared. Our clerks did 
not perceive his retreat, and lat down to table, 
without fo much as aiking what was become 
of him. 

Juft as I had done dre0ing, next morning^ 
and was goir^ abroad, the poet of the Aftu- 
rias entered my chamber, faying, ** I afic par- 
don (my friend) for havyjg (a abrupdy left 
thy clerks, laft night; but tniely, I was lb 
much out of my elcnient, among them, diat 
I could no longer endure my Htuation. A par- 
cel of infolent fellows, with their felf-fufficient 
ftarched airs! I can't comprehend how thou, 
who haft an acutenefs of underftanding, can'ft 
acconrjnodate thyfelf to fuch ftupid guefts; 
this very day (added he) I will bring' hither 
fellows of wit and fpirit." <' I fhall be oblig- 
ed to thee, (anfwered I,) and will entirely de- 
pend upop thy tafte in the choice of them." 
•* Thou art in the right, (faid he,) I promifc 
thee fuperiour geniufes, of the raoft entertain- 
ing charaifters. I will go this inftant to a 
cofFec-houfe where they meet, and befpeak 
them before they engage themfelves elfewhere -, 
for, happy is the man who can have their 
company at dinner ' or fupper, fo much are 
they admired for their agreeable humour." 
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So ikying he left mCt and at fiipper-titne : 
returned with Rx atuthours oii]y> whom he in- 
trodiKred to me one after another^ charac-: 
terizing each as he prefented him. To hear 
him, one would have dioughc diat thofe wits 
furpafled th(ric of uicient Gr«ce and Italy i- 
and thrir worki (as he ^id) delerved to be 
engraven in letters of g(^. I received thofe 
gentlemen vety.politely, and even aSe&ed to 
load them widi civility j - for the nation of 
authom is a litde vain-glorious. Though 
1 had not laid my injun£tions on Scipio to take 
f:are chat our tabk fhoukl be fumpcuoully Air- 
nilhed> as he knew what fort of people I was 
to treat that day, he had reinforced our fer- 
vices of hb own tecotd. In ihon, we went 
to fomxr in high glee ; my poets began to 
talk of cbemfelvts, and were not filent in theii- 
ownpraifc. One» with altrfty air, mentioned 
grandees and ladies of quality who were de- 
Hghted with his mufe ; another, finding fault 
with the choice which a learned academy had 
made of two members, mpdefUy obferved 
that they ought to hav^ cholen him. The 
difcourfe (^ the rcfl was not a whit Icfs arro- 
gant. In the middle of fupper they worried 
me with vcr^ and prole, each, in his turn, 
repeating a Ipecimem of his own writings ; one 
regaled me with a fonnet; another rehearfed 
a iccne of a tragedy ; a third read a criticifm 
upon a comedy;' and a fourth, endeavouring, 
in his turn, to give us an ode of Anacreon 
trandatcd into wretched Spanilh verfe, was in- 
Vot. HIi K terrupted 
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terrapted by one of his brethren, who told 
him that he had ufcd m improper term. The 
authour of the tranflation denied his afierdon j 
and a difpute arofe, in which all the wts ef- 
poufcd one. fide or odier ; the votes were equal, 
the diiJDutants grew hot, and proceeded to in- 
vefttves: the debate ftiU, continued! until 
becoming furious, riiey got up and went by the 
ears together. Fabricio, Scipio, my coach-,, 
inan, lacqueys, and Oiyfclf, had all fufHcient 
work in parting them; which when we had 
accomplifhed, they went away, as if from a 

Eiblick-hmife, without making the leaft apo- 
gy for their impolite behaviour. 
Nunnc!^, upon whole promife I had formed 
ah agreeable idea of this' ehtertainmentj re- 
mained very much out of cotmtenance at this 
adventure. « Well, friend, (faid I to him,) 
will you ftill extol your fellow-gueft&? Upon 
my conleience, you have brought hither a 
villainous Cn. I will henceforth keep to my 
clerks ; dont't talk to me of authours." " I 
will bring no more fuch, (anfwercd he,) thou 
haft,fcen the bcft of the whole tribe." 
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^e morals of Gil Bias are entirely corrupted at 
court. He is charged tvilb a commij/ion ly the 
Count de Lemos, and engages in an intrigue 
•with that noblemen. 

AS fopn as I was known Co be in favour 
with the Duke of I.erma, I had a court 
of my own. Every morning my anti cham- 
ber was full of people, and I gave audience 
at my levee. Two kinds of company came 
thither ; one, to buy my intereft with the mi- 
nifter For fevours j and the other, to move 
me by fupplications, to obtain for them what 
they^wanted gratis; The firft' were fure of 
l}eing heard and afTifted ; but ^th regard to 
the Uft, I got rid of them immediately by 
cvafive excufes, or amufed them fo long, chat 
their patience forfook them. Before I belong- 
ed to court, I was naturally companionate and 
charitable; but I no longer felt that humane 
weaknefs, and became as hard as flint. Of 
confequence, I cured myfcM" of my friend-, 
ihip alio, and flript n^elf of all fecial affec- 
tion, as \yiil appear' by my behaviour %q 
Jofeph NavaiTo, in an aSiai I am going tp 
i«date, ■, 

This Navarro, to whom I owed ib manjfe 
obligations, and who, in one word, was the 
firft caufc of my fortune, came one day to 
■ my houfc \ and after having expreffcd a great 
. deal of fH(:ndfhip for me, as he. i^ways. did 
K 2 when 

......Goosic 
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when wc met, dclircd me to afk of the duke 
, of Lcrma a certain employment for one of 
his ^ends; telling me, that the cavalier in 
whofe behalf he foliclted was a very amiable 
young gentleman of great merit, but that he 
wanted a poft for his fubfiftcnce : " I don't 
at all doubt (added Jofeph) that, kind and 
obliging as you are, you will be overioyed at 
*n opportunity of ferving a man of honour 
in diftrefs ; and I am fure that yea will think 
yourfelf beholden to me, for giving you this 
occafion of exerting your generofity." This 
was plainly telling me that he expc&ed it Sx 
nothing ; and though I did not much relilh 
thd propofal, I appeared very' much difpofed 
to do what he'defircd. " I am charmed (an- 
fwered I to Navarro) that I have it in my 
power to fhow iny lively gratitude for all tlw 
favours which I have received at yoar hands. 
Your interefting yourfclf for any one, is a fuf- 
iicient inducement for me to ftrve him ;" your , 
friend Ihall have that place you have pitched 
upon for him, depend upon it ; the a^r is 
^ow no longer your's but ihine." 

On this affurance, Jofeph went away very 
v^ll fatisBed. Neverthelds, theperfonwhom 
he recommended, did not obtain the poft in 
ffueftion. I procured it for another man, 'm 
conTideratioa of a diouland ducats, which I 
put into my ftrong box, and which I preferred 
to any acknowledgment I might have expect- 
ed from the clerk of the kitchen, to whom I 
fiud (with Ml air of morolicatioi)) when nm 
we 

c.MiftcovGoOi^le 
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•we met: "Ah! my dear' Navarro, you was 
loo law in fpcakingtomcj I was prevented by 
CaMerona, who has given away that fame 
poft ; and I am am quite in defpair diat I have ■ 
no better news to entertain you with." 
- Jofephimplicitly, believed what I faid, and 
we parted more friends than ever ; but I be- 
lieve he foon difcovered the truth, for he ne- 
ver after came to my houfe ; and I was charmed " 
at his abfence. For befidcs my being burthen- 
cd by the fervices he had done me, I thought 
it did not look well for people of my rank at 
court, to keep company with biiders. 

I have not mentioned the Count de Lemos 
a good while. Let us now return to that no- 
bleman, whom 1 fomctimes vifitcd. I had 
carried to him two thoufand piftolcs, as I for- 
merly obferved, and afterwards gave him a 
thoufand more by order of the Duke his un- 
cle, out of the money I had belonging to his 
Excellency. The count de Lemos had albng 
converfatioh with me, that day : He told me 
that he had at lafl: gained his end, and entirely 
poflcfTed the good graces of the prince of 
Spain, whofe lole confident he was: He then 
gave me charge of a very honourable com- 
miflion which he had already prepared for me. 
" Friend Santillane, (faid he,) now is th^timc 
to be doing ; fpare nothing to difcover fome 
■young beauty, who fliould be worthy to amufe 
that gallant prince. You don't want wit, and 
I need fay no more j go, run, fcarch, and when 
you have made a lucky difcoveiy, come and 
K 3 impart 
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impart it ta me." ' I promifed to negleft no- 
thing in acquitting myfelf handfomely of this 
f mploymentj which muft not be very dUBodt 
to exercife, fince fo many people live by the 
lame profeflion. 

I had not been much ufcd to thefe kinds of 
inquiry ; but not doubting that Scipio was an 
adept in the art, I called for him when I came 
home, and faid to htm in private : " Child, I 
am going to entruft thee with a great fccret. , 
Dpft thou know, that in the midft of fortune's 
fevours I find I want fomething ?" " I can 
eafilyguefs what that is (faid he, interrupting 
me before I could proceed) you want an agree- 
able nymph to unbend and exhilarateyourfpi- 
rits; andtrueiyit isaftonifhingthatyou ffibuld 
be withbut one in the prime of your age, when 
grave grey-beards cannot difpenfe with luch 
recreation." " I admire thy penetration, (an- 
fwered I,^ with a fmile) ; yes, a miftrefs I want, 
and defire to have one of thy recommending. 
But I rnuft warn thee bofore-hand, that I-4im 
very delicate in thefe matters. I cxpe& a lady 
of beauty and good morals." ** What you 
require (replied Scipio) is not eafily found ; 
but, however, we live, thank God, in a city 
that affords fome of all forts, and I hope I 
■fliall foon be able to fit you to a hair." 

Sure enough, in three days he faid, *' I 

. lave difcovered a treafure; a young lady, 

wh6fe name is Catattna, of -a good family, and 

raviihing beauty; (he lives under the tuition 

«f her aunti in a littk houfe, where they fub- 

fift 
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£(t in an honourable m^ner on their fortune 
which is but fmall ; they are &rved hy a cham* 
bcr-maid of my acquaintance, who has aOu/ed 
me, that though their door is fhut to every 
body at prefent, it would be opened to a rich 
and liberal gallant, provided he were willing 
R> avoid {candai, by going in at night,- with- 
, out any fhow. Whereupon I defcribed you as 
a cavalier, who defcrved to find the door un- 
latahed) and defired the maid to propofe you 
to the ladies. She has promifed to do fo, and 
inform me of their anfwer to-morrow morning, 
at a certain. place." "That's well, (I replied,) 
but I am afraid the chamber-maid impofeS' 
upon thee." « No, no, (faid he,) I am not 
Jb eaOty periuaded ; I have already interroga- 
ted the neighbours, and conclude from whdt 
they fay, that Signiora Caraliiia is a Dan^, oft 
whom you may defcend like another Jupitcp, 
in a ihower of gold." Prejudiced as I WA 
againft intrigues of this ktnd^ I engaged in ic 
mr once ; and as the chamber-maid cameneicc 
day, and told Sdpio, that if I pleafedj I might 
be introduced that very evei^ing to her miftrefe, 
1 ftoie thither between eleven and twelve. The 
maid receiving me in the dark, took me by 
-the hand, and led me into a pretty handfomc 
hall, where I found the ladies richly drefled,. 
and featcd on factin couches^ As fbon as they 
perceived me, they got up^ and faloted me in- 
fuch a noble manner, that I took them for per- 
tbns of quality. The aunt, (whofe name was 
Signiora. Mehcia,) tho' ilill agreeable,, did not 
K 4v ' . attract 
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aara& my attentkM)> i^ich was entirely enl- 
groQed by die ntece> wbo leetned a godded. 
^To examine her minutely, however, me could 
not be called a peifeA beauty ; but (he bad fuch 
graces, together with a tempting lufcious air>. 
as hindered the eye to perceive her defcfts. 

Accordingly, I was difturbed at %ht of hen 
I forgot that I came thither to perform the of- 
fice of procurer : fpoke in my own favour, and 
exprefled myfelflikeamaninlpiredbythe moft 
. violent paflions. The young lady, in whom I 
found three times more wit than &c really had, 
(fo courteous did Ihe fcem,) quite enchanted 
me by her anfwers ; and I began to lofe thie 
government of myfelf, when her aunt, io or- 
der to moderate my transports, addrefled me 
in this manner: " Signior de Sancillane, I 
mufl: be free with you. On account of the 
' character which I heard of your worihip, I ha,ve 
^permitted you to vifit me, without enhancing 
the price of the favour, by Ending on cere- 
mony ; but don't imagine yourfelf the nearer 
your pomt for that reafon. I have hitherto 
brought up my niece in retirement, and you 
are (as 1 may fay) the firft cavalier to whofe 
eyes ftiehas been expofed. If you deem her 
worthy to be your wife, I ihall be oveijoycd 
at her good fortune. Csnfider, therefore, if 
Jhe will fuit you at tliat price j for you cannot 
have her at a cheaper rate." 
. This weil-aimedjhot frighted away Cupid, 
who was jufl; going to let fly an arrow at mc. 
To.fpeak without metaphor^ a marriage lb 
bluntly 
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bltindy propqled, made me recoUeA myfelf. 
I became again all of a fudden the faithful 
agent of the count de Lemos, and changing 
my tone, replied to Signiora Mencta, " Ma- 
dam> I am pkafed with ^ur franknefs, which 
I intend to imitate. Whatever Bgure I make 
at court, lam not worthy of the incompara- 
ble Catalina, but have in view for her a much 
more ff^ndid fatcj ia fhort, I defign her for 
the prince of Spain." ** Your refufal of my 
niece (replied the aunt coldly) was diroblig-> 
ing enou^ ; there was no occuion to accom- 
pany it with a piece of rMliery." " I don't 
rally, indeed, madam, (cried I,) nothing is 
more ferious ; I have orders to find out a lady 
who dcferves to be honoured mth the private 
viflts of the Prince of Spun ; I 6nd fuch a 
one in your houfCj and mark it for tl^ fceae 
accordingly." 

Signiora Mencia was ailonilHed at thefe 
words, which I perceived did not much dif> 
pleafe her : neverthelels, believing that flie 
ought to aSc€t feferve, Ihe anfwered in this 
manner: *< If I wasdifpofed to credit literally 
what you fay, you muft know that I am not 
9f fuch 3 charad:er, as to rejoice in the infa- 
mous honour of kang my ncice miftiefs to a 
prince. My virtue difapproves'' — "What a 
iaint^you are with your virtue ! (laid I, inter- 
rupting her,)youtalk like one bred among filly 
citizens. Suie you joke, in pretending to con<- 
fider things in a moral point of view ? that 
w;otiid be ftripptng them of all fhsir beaiuiyz 
K J .they 
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they mufl: be fiirveyed whh a carnal eye. Be- 
Jiold the heir i^arent of Spain at the feet of the 
happy Catalina, adoring and loading her with 
prefents ; and rentember, thatfixunher perhaps 
will fpriag a hero, who will raoder his mochec's 
name immortal as his own." 

Although the aunt would hare- gladly em- 
braced my propolaJ, flie feigned herfelf irrefb- 
lute ^om the matter j and Catalina, who wilh- 
ed the prince already in her chains, afii:&ed 
great indifference ; fo dtat I was obliged to in- 
veftthe place a-new, until ac length, Sigiuora ' 
Mcncia feeing me rq^uUed^ and ready to raiie 
the fiege, beat thechamade> and we agreed 
upon a capitulaticm, which contained thf two 
ibllowing articles^— Imprinus, if the prince 
of Spain, oa the report that I Oiall make of 
Catalina's charms, Ihafi be .inBamed, atUl de- 
termine to honour her with a nofturnal vifit^ 
I fliall take care' to niprife the ladies of the 
-night that Ihall be cnofen for that purpofe.— 
item. The prince fhall not vifit the faid ladies 
but as an ordinary gallant, with no other at- 
tendants than me and his Mercury in chief. 

After this convention^ the aunt and niece 
fiiowed me all manner of fi-ieadlh^ and af- 
fiimed a familiarity of behaviour, in confe- ■ 
quence of which Wentured fome hugs, wliich, 
were not very ill recdved ; and when we parted^ 
they embraced me of their own accord, and 
loaded me with carcfles. It is really wondei' 
^1 to fee with what facility an intimacy is con- 
trafted between the courtin-s. of galluitry and; 
the 
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tJie women who want their ferviac. Had peo-. 
pie obferved me leave this hoiiie with fuch 
marks of fiivour, thcymight have iaidj. with., 
feme appearajice of juftice,. that I was much' 
iiappier than I aftually. found myielfi-. The 
Qounc- de Lcmos was overjoyed, when t.- Ik. 
him know that I had made fuch a difcovery.as. 
fcedefired. I fpofce-of Catalina in fucheaman*- 
ner as made him long, to fee her. L carriul 
him to her lodgings nex£night,,and. he owned, 
(hat 1 had been very fuccefsful.. Hi tbldthe 
ladies,, he did not at all doubt that theprincp- 
would be perfeftly well, fatisfied with i3ic miC-. . 
Srefs which I had chofen for him, and that ihe- 
on her part would have caufe to be corttsntefl: 
with fuch. a lover : that the young jsrince'viffi 
full of gencrofity and fweetneis of temper jtin, 
fliort, he allured them,, that he would bring-, 
Urn to their houfe in a few days,; as they Hi*- 
fired he flipuld come, that is,, without, noife (De- 
attendance.. This nobleman afterwardi HMJk. 
his leave of them, and 1 withdrew in his conv- 
pany.. Wc got back to his equipage, inwhioki 
we had come thither,, andiwhich waited Ar^ a$. 
at the end 'of the ftreet ; he fat: me down ac: 
my own houfe, ch^ging me to inform his, 
uncle next day of this new ftarted adventUVe*. 
and to dcfire he will fcftd.him.a- thoufand pif- 
toles to enfiire his fuctefs.. 

I did not fail to ginte the Duke of Lorma m. 

exadl accouncof what had.paflcd.; concealing; 

only one circumftancci I didnot fpeak a fyl- 

labdeafScipio, but took;.to myfelf the.lwnouc 

KL 6. ofi 
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of the difcoTcry, according to the praftke et 

thofe who \ivt among the great. 

By thefe means f acquired a great RMity 
compliments. " Mr. Gil Bias (faid the mi- 
niftertome, with an air of raillery) I am ra- 
vifhed to find, that with your odier talents, 
you likewifc poflefs that of difcovering oblig- 
uiR beauties ; when I have occaGon ror one 
ot thacclals, you will give me leave to apply 
to you." " My lord (I replied in the feme 
coDc)i thank your grace for intending me the * 
|»eference ; but give me leave to &y, that I 
fliould be fcrupuloiis of ferving your Ezcei- 
lency in that manner. Signior Rodrigo hai 
been Jo long in poflelHon w that employment,. 
xhat it would be ur^uft in me to deprive him 
c/ it." Thedukefmiledatmyanfwerj then 
chai^ng the difcourfe, aiked if his nephew 
did not wane money for his adventure ^ *'' Far- 
don me, (fiudi,) he beg? you will iendhinn a 
thoulaod piftoles." " Very well, (replied thie 
mioifter,) carry them to bim ; bid him (pare 
nothing, but approve of whatever cj^nlib the 
prince fhallpropoie." 

CHAP. XI. 

neprtvafe •vi^t and prtfents which the Prina 
of Spain made to Cataiina. 

I Went that inftaot with five hundred double 
pilloles to the count de Lemos, who told 
mc, " You could not come in better fcafiwi. 
I have ^oke to the prince : he has bit a> the 
book, 
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)iook> and burns wth impadence to fee Cata- 
Itna. This very night he intends to flip pFi- 
rately out of the pahce, in order to viflther, 
it is a thing deteimined, .and our meafurcs 
ar^ taken icwrdia^y. Inform the ladies of 
his ittbtxion, and give them that money 
niiich you have brought : for it is right to 
let them iec that he is no ordinary lover 
jAiom d»ey are to receive ; befides, the bounty 
of princes ought to j]recede their intrigues. 
As ypu will accompany him, together with 
mCi (added be,) be fure c^lxtng at his couch^e 
thb evening. Your coach alfo (for I think 
k is proper we ibould uie it) muft wait for ub 
near the jiaface about midnight. 

I immediately repaired to the houfc, but did 
not fee Catalina, who (they told me) was a- 
bcd: lb that I could only fpcak with Signiora 
Mcncia, to whom I faid, " Madam, pray 
cxcufe me for appearing in your houfe by day ; 
but it is not in my power to do otherwife, tor 
I muft ^ve you notice, that the Prince of Spain 
win foe here this ni^t ; and here (added !,' 
putrii^ the bag of money in her hand) is an 
offcting which he fends to the tem|4e cuCythe- 
rea, to reader the divinities of the place propi- 
tious. You fee 1 have not engaged you in a 
bad affiiir." . ** I am very much obliged to 
you(fhe repGed;) buttellme,SigniordeSan- 
tittane, does the prince love mufick ?" " He ' 
loves it (anfwercd I) to diftradioni nothing, 
can enteruin himfo much as a fine voice> 
accompanied by a \ate delicately touched." 

r; i-tcT.CoOl^le 
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" So much the better I (cried (he in a trair- 
^ortof joyj) you give me infinite pleafure 
in telling me this ; for my ni»:e has the pipe 
of a nightingale, .and plays i^ion the lute to 
adtnirarion; ftielikewife dances perfectly well.."' 
* Heavens ! (cried I in'my turn^); what per- 
feftions, my good aunt ! fo many are not ne^ 
ceflkry to make a girl's fortune; one of tbcfe 
talenocs is fufficiient for the porpofe;" ' 

Having thus paved the way, I waited for die 
hour of the prince's couchee ; then giving <x~ . 
ders to my coachman, I rejoinf:d the Count 
de Lemos, who told me that the prince, to. 
■ a:et rid of his company the fooBer> woqki 
feign a flight indifpofition, and even go pi. 
bed, the better Co perfume them of his being 
fickj but that he wouldrife again in an.hww,. 
and, by a back door, gain a. private ftair that, 
fcd into the court-yard. . , 

When he had informed me of what, they had;' 
concerted together,, he pofted mc in a piaoe- 
through which he affured me they wouUpafij, 
and there I danced attendance fo long, that I 
began to think our gallant had taken another 
road, or loft his defire of feeing Catalina i as. 
if princes ufually drop thefe fort of- whims 
before tKcy have fatisfied them. In Ihort, !■ 
imagined they had: forgot me altogether, when. ' 
two men, accofted me, whom having difcerned; 
to.be thofe I expe^wJ,, I conduced them tO; 
my coach, in which they feated, themfelvcs,, 
while I got upon the coach-box to dire& the. 
driver, whom I. ordeinl to. flog alwut Bfty, 
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yards from the houfe. I thftn handed the prince 
and his companion out of the coach, and we 
walked towards the place for which wc were 
bound. The gate c^ned at our approach^. 

'and Ihut again as loon as we got in. 

Atfirftwe found oorlelves inthefamedark- 
nefs in which 1 had been introduced -,. ihougl> 
by way of diftin6tton there was a fmall lamp 
fixed on the wall, the light of which was {ix 
dim, that we could only perceive it, without 
being lighted by its rays. All this fcrved 
only to make the adventure more agreeable to 
our heroi who was fenfibly ftruck at the fight 

. of the ladies, who received him in a hall where 
the luftre of a great number of candles made 
amends for the darkiicfs that reigned in the 
court. The aunt and niece were irt a gay 
difhabille, fo artfully difpofed,-, that nobody 
could look upOD them with impunity. Our 
prince would have been very well fatisfied' 
with Signiota Mencia, if there had been no 
other for him to choofe -, but the charms of 
young Catalina, as they defervcd, had the 
preference. « Well, my .prince, (faid the 
Count de Lcmos,) was it pofiible tor us to 
procure your Highnefs the pleafure of feeing 
two ladies more handfome than thefe ?" " I 
am raviftjed with, them both! (replied the 
prince) and I. ihould never carry off my heartj. 
for the aunt could not mifsof it, if it was pof- 
fible for the niece to fail." 

After this compliment fo agreeable to an. 

aunt,, he laid a.thoufand food things to Qatalina, 

who 

r',-tc,, Google 
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who anfwered with great wit and fyirk. 
As thofe honourable people who perform the 
part that i a£ted on this oceafion, are permic- 

'tedtojoin in the cotiverfation oflovers, pro^ 
vided it be with the incention of adding fuel to 
the fire, I told the gallant^ that his nymph 
fling and played upon the lute to admiradQn. 
He was overjoyed to hear that Hie was miftreils 
of thefe talents, and entreated her to cntertrai 
him with a fpecimen. She conif^cd with a 
good grace, took up a luce ready tuned, play- 
ed feme tender airs, and fung in fiich an af- 
fefting manner, that the prince dropt dami 
at her feet, inatranfport oflore-aDdpleafurcw 

' But let us finilh this pi&ure, and only obferve 
that during this fweet intoxication, in wiiich . 
.the heir of the Spanifh monarchy was plunged, 
the hours ftole away tike minutes, and we were 
obliged to tear him from thu dangenxishoule 
becaufe of the day's approach. We the gen- 
tlemen undertakers carried lum back to his 
apartment with great difpatch, luid then weM 
ta our different homes, as veil fatisfied in hav- 
ing fitted him with 9. (he-^dventurcr, as if we 
had tranfadied his irurriage with a princefs. 

Next morning I recounted this adventure to 
the Duke of Lerma, who defired to be informed 
of every particular; and juft as I had 6nifbed 
my narration, the Count de Lemos came 

. in, and faid, " The prince of Spain is lb 
much ingrofled by Catalina, and has conceived 
fuch a paSion for her, that he propoles to 
viTit her often, and attach hiinfclf Hi her alone. 
He 



G I L B L A S. 209 

-He, wanted to lend to lier this day jewels to the 
amount of two dioufand piftoles> but not har- 
ing A penny in his purfe, be applied to me. 
* My dear Lcmos, (faid he,) you mult find me 
that fum immediately. I know very well that 
I incommode, nay exhaiift you, but my heart 
retains the obligation; and if ever I Bud my- 
fclf in a condition to exert my gratitude, other- 
wife than in thought, for all your friendihip, 
yoQ fhall not repent for having laid me under 
an obligation.* *< My prince, (faid I, leaving 
him that inftant), J have friends and credit, 
and will employ them both to accommodate 
you with what you want." 

*' it is not difficult to fatisfy his demarHl 
(iaid-the duke to his nephew). Santillane, go 
fetch the money : Or, if you pleafc, he will 
purchafe the jewels, for he is a perfefl: con- 
noifleur in ftones,~ efpccially rubies. Is not 
this true, Gil Bias?" (added he, loeking at 
me with a fatirical fmile). " Your grace is 
very fevere (I replied), I fee that you want to 
make Monfieur the Count merry at my ex- 
pence." This happened accordingly. The 
nephew alked what miftery there was in his 
words. " Nothing (anfwered the Duke laugh- 
ing) only Santillane one day thought proper 
to exchange, a diamond for a ruby, and after- 
wards found that he had gained neither ho- 
nour nor profit by the bargain." 

1 (hould have thought myfelf eafily quit, if 
the minifter had faid no more of the matter; 
but he cook the trouble to relate the trick that 
Camilla ' 
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Camilla aod t)on Raphael |^yed upon me in 
the hired lod^g, and V3 enlarge particularly 
on thofe circurt^ances which chagrined me 
moft. His excellency, after having eiijoyed 
his joke, ordered me to accompany the Count 
de Lemos, who carried me to a jeweller's houfe 
»here wc chofe jewels, which we fticwed to 
the prince for his approbation; and which 
being afterwards entrufted to ine, in order 
to be prefented to Catalina, I went home for 
two choufand pilloles of the Duke's money> 
with which 1 paid the merchant. 

It is a queftion not to be alked, if I was 
kindly received next night by the ladies, when 
I exhibited die preients of my embafly, con- 
fifting of a baadfcmne rin^ defigned for the 
aunt, and a pair of car-nngs rar the niece. 
Charmed with thefe marks of the prince's loftt 
and gcncrofity, they began to prattle like two 
gofiips, and thanked me for having procured 
for them ftich a valuable acquaintance. The^r 
forgot themfclves in the excefs of their j.oy,. 
and Ibme words efcaped them, which made 
me fufpeft that 1 had introduced a mere gipfy 
to our great monarch's fon; but that I might 
know preciftly whether or not I had perform- 
ed this fine mafter-piece, 1 went home, refolv- 
cd CO come to an explanation with Sctpio.. 
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CHAP. XII. 



Calaiina's real charaHer, the perplexity and 
uneajimfs of Gil Bias. The precauiian be was 
tbliged to take for bis own quiet. 

JUST as I entered my own houfej I heard 
a great noife; and enquiring into the caufe, 
was told, Scipio that evening treated half-a- 
^ozen of his friends, who fung flill throat, 
■and frequently broke out in loud fits of laugh- 
ter ; fo that aiTuredly this repaft could not be 
properly ftyled the banquet of the feven wife 
men. 

The mafter of the feaft, advertlfed of my^ 
arrival, faid to the company, " Gendemcn, 
it is only my mafter come home : be not dif- 
turbcd, but continue your mirth ■, I will go 
and fpeak two words to him, and rgoin you 
in a twbkling." So faying, he came to my 
apartment. " What a hubbub is this (faid 
J ;) what fort of people are thofc you entertain 
below ? are they poets ?" " No, indeed. Sir, 
if you plcafe, (he replied,) it were pity to be- 
ftow your wine on fuch company. I make a 
, better ufc of it. There is among my guefts 
a very rich young fellow, who wants for hia 
money an employment by your intercft, and 
for him alone 1 give this entertainment: at 
every draught he drinks, 1 raife the grarifica- 
tionyou arc to receive ten piftoles, and wiU 
make him drink rill day." " If that be the 
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cafe, (I replied,) go baci; to thyfnends, and 

don't fpare the wine in my cellar." 

I did not think this a proper feafon to talk 
.with him about Cataltna; but next morning 
when I got up I fpoke to him in this manner : 
" Friend Scipioi thou knowcft how we live 
t<»;ether ; I treat thee more like a comrade 
than a domcftick j and of confcqucnce thou 
will be to blame in deceiving me as a mafter. 
Let us then lay afide all referve with one an- 
other. I will tell thee fomething that will fur- 
prile thee, and thou ihalc difclofe to me thy 
teal fentinients of thcfc two women with whom 
thou haft made me acquainted. Between tbe« 
and me, I lulpe^t them to be two anful pulles, 
cunning in preportion to the fimplicity which 
they affciS. If my opinion docs them juftice, 
the prince of Spain has no great caufe to be 
well pleafcd with me ; for I confcfs it wa^ for 
him that I wanted a miftrefs. I accordingly 
carried him to Catalina's houfe, ' and he is be- 
come paflionately fond of her." " Signior, 
(anfwered Scipio,) I am too well uled by you, 
to be wanting in fincericy to my maftcr. I 
had yefterday a private converfation with the 
maid of the two princefles, and flie related 
their hiftory, which to me feemed very divert- 
ing. You Ihall hear it in two words. , 

Catalina is daughter to a poor gentleman of 
Arragon J and finding herfelf at the age of 
fifteen an orphan, as handfbme as poor, liften- 
ed to an old commander, whoconduded her 
to Toledo, where he died in fix months, after 
having 
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Isnng ferved as a parent rather than a huf- 
baodtoher. SbeiecuFcdhis fortune^ confift. 
iaa of fome moveables, and three hundred 
|)uc<^s in ready money, then joined herfelf to 
SigoioraMencia, who was ftiU in fafhion, tho' 
'already in the wane. Thcfe two good friends 
lired' together, and began to behave fo as to 
Mtraft the notice of juftice ; at which the la- 
dies bang difgufted, haftily abmdoned Tole- 
do through vexation, and fetded in Madrid, 
where they had lived about two years, without 
viGting any perfon in the neighbourhood. But 
the beil: circumftance of the ftory is this, they 
bave hired two fmall houles, fcparated only 
by a wall, having in the cellar a llatr of com- 
munication from the one to the other. Signi- 
ora Mencia lives with a young maid-lervant 
in one of thefe houfes, and the commander's 
widow pofTelTes the other, with an old duenna 
whopalles for her grandmother; lb that our 
Arragonian is fomedmes a niece brought up 
by her aunt, and fomedmes a pupil under the 
wings of her grandamc. When Jhe' afts the 
niece, fhe is called Catalina ; and when j(he 
plays the grand-child, her name is Sirena. 

At the name of Sirena, I grew pale j and 
interrupting Scipio, faid, " What do I hear 1 
alas ! I am afraid that this curfed Arragonian 
is no other than the miftrefs of Calderona." 
** Truly (he replied) it is the fame, I thought 
this piece of news would have given you plea- - 
fure," " Thou art very much miftaken, (an- 
fwered 



si« ADVENTURES OF 

fwercd I,) 1 have more caufe to be lony tliai 
rqoiced at itj doft thou not fee the confe- 
qucnces." " No, in faith, (refumcd Scipio,) 
what mifchief can it produce ? you are not 
fare that Don Rodrigo will difcovcrwhatpaiTcsj 
and if you are afraid of his getting inibrma- 
tion, you have npthing to do but prcpoflefs 
the miniftcr in your ravour, by tcUing him 
candidly the whole affair. .He will fee your 
lincerity ; and if after this Calderona fhoukl 
attempt to do you an ill office with his excel- 
lency, he will perceive that his fole dcfign is 
to injury you out of a fpirit of revenge." 

Scipio, by this difcourfe, banifhedmy fear; 
and, refolving to follow his advice, I informed 
the Duke of Lerma of the difcovcry 1 had 
made. 1 even affefted to telt it with a me- 
lancholy »r, in order to perfuade him of my 
being monified for having innocently intro- 
duced Don Rodrigo's miftrefs to the prince. 
But the minifier. Tar from pitying- his favou- 
rite, laughed at the adventure, and bid me go 
on in my old way, faying, that after all it 
was glorious for Calderona to love the fame 
lady who had capdvated the prince of Spain, 
and to be as wdl received by her as hu High- 
nels. I imparted it alfo to die Count de Le- 
mos, who afTured me of his prote^on, is 
cafe the firft fccretary fhould difcover the 
intrigue, and attempt to ruin me with his 
grace. 5 

Imagining 
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Imagining that by this precatton I had deli- 
vered the bark of my fortune from the dange- 
- rous iheives that environed it, my fear vanifti- 
ed. I ftill accompanied the price to the houfe 
of Cacalina, atias the fair Sirena, who was 
artfijl enough to invent ftratagcms to keep Don 
Rodrigo from her embraces, , and to defraud 
hifii of thole nights which Ihc was obliged to 
beftow on his illuftrious rival. 

CHAP xin. 

Gil Bias continues to aB the man cf cmjequence. 
Hears Heivs of bis family, vibicb maie but 
Jmail impr^on uftn him, and quarrels with 
Fabridtts. 

I Have already-obferred, that in die morn- 
ing my antichamber wasufually crouded 
with people who came to make propofals, but 
I would not' receive them viva voce i and ac- 
cording to the cuftom at court, or rather wirfi 
a vitw of exhibiting my own importance, I 
faid to each folicitor, " Give in a memorial." 
I was {o much ufed to this, that one day I an-o 
fwered in thefe words to my landlord, who 
came to put me 10 mind of a year's rent being 
due. As fw my butcher and baker, they 
laved me the trouble of afking their memo- 
rials, which were always punftually delivered 
every month. Scipio, who imitated me fa 
ckilHy, that die copy might be faid to come 
Teiy near the original, behaved in the fame 
manoec 
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manner to thole who applied for his intereft 
with me. I was guilty of another ridiculous 
piece of vanity, which I don't intend to ex- 
cufe. I was ^lilh enough to talk of the 
grandees, as if I had ' been a man in dieir 
fphere. If, (for example,) I had occafion to 
mention the Duke of Alva, or the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia, I called then^ without cere- 
mony, "Alva, and Medina Sidonia." In a 
word, I became fo vain and haughty, that I 
was no longer my Other's fon, Alas! poor 
duenna and ufher, I did not fo much as en- 

3 uire whether yoo were happy ormiferabie in 
le Alhirias '. I did not even think of you I 
■ The court is like die river Lethe in making 
us forget our parents and friends, when they 
are under misfortunes. 

I no longer, therefore, remembered my fa- 
mily, when one morning a young man tame 
to my houfe, and defiring to fpeak with me 
in private, I carried htm into my clo(i;t, where, 
without offering him a chair, bccaufe he Teem- 
ed to be a plebeian, I alked what he wanted 
with me ? " How ! Signior Gil Bias, (faid he,) 
Don't you remember me ?" In vaia I con- 
fidered him attentively : I was obliged to an- 
fwer, that his features were entirely unknown. 
*• I am (he replied) one of your old fchool- 
- fcilows, natice of Oviedo, and fon of Ber- 
trand Mufcada, the grocer, your uncle the 
cangn's neighbour, I remember you veiy 
weUi 



G I L B L A S. «7 

well; we have. played together a thoufand 
times at * Gallina Ciega." 

" I have (faid I) but a confufed idea of the 
amufemencs of my infancy : the bufinefs in 
which I have been engaged, fince that timc> 
has effaced them from my memory." I am 
come [he refumed) to Madrid, to fettle ac- 
counts with my father's correfpondent: and I 
heard it .f^ that you was on a good, footing 
at court, iuid already as rich as a Jew. I con- 
gnttulue you on your good fortune; and will, 
it my return inH> the country, overwhelm 
your femily with Joy, by teUing them fuch an 
agreeable piece of news." 

I could not> in common decency, forbear 
njking in what fituation he had left my father, 
mother, and uncle : but this piece of duty I 
performed fo coldly, that the grocer had no 
great reafon to admire the force of blood. He 
feemed (hocked at my indifference for thofe 
who ought- to have been fo dear to me; and 
being a plain vulgar young fellow, faid blunt- 
ij, " I thought you had more tendernefs and 
KnfibiKty for your relations. How coldly do 
you enquire into their circumftances! Know, 
that your father and mother are Hill at fer- 
vice J and the good canon Gil Peres, burthen- 
ed with old age and infirmities, draws near 
his end. People ought to have fome natural 
af^tftion ! and fmce you are in a condition to 
aflUt your parents, I advife you, as a friend> 

* Blini-iii4D't bviS, 
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to fend two hundred piftoles yearly for dieir 
fupport: by which means you will make their 
life eafy and happy^ without any inconvenience 
to yourfelf." Inftead of being moved by the 
pifhire which he drew of my &miiy» 1' was 
difgufted at die liberty whi'ch he took in ad- 
' vifiag me, without being defired Ui to do. 
With a little more addrefe, perhaps, he mj^ 
hare periliaded me; but his freedom had a 
contrary eficA, He perceived my difpleafure 
by my filence ; and continuing his exhorta- 
tion -with more malice than charity, made me 
lofe my patience endrcly. ** Oh, this is too 
much ! (cried I in a pa flion) go, Mr. Muf- 
cada, and meddle with your own concerns : 
it becomes you welt, indeed, to prefcribc to 
me : I know my duty, cm this occaiuon, better 
than you can Kach tne." So feytn^ Ipuihed 
the grocer out of my dofet, and fent him 
back to fell pepper and cloves at Oviedo. 
What the faid, however, dki not feil of hav- 
ing fome efFeS: I reproached myfelf with be- 
ing an unnatural fon, and was melted accord- 
ingly. I recalled the care they had taken of 
my infancy and education; I confidered the 
duty I owed to my parents ; and my refledti- 
ons were attended with fome tranfports of ac- 
knowkdgment, which, however, came to no- 
thing : they were foon ftifled by my ingrad- 
tude, and fucceeded by profound oblivion. 
There arc many parents who have children of 
the lameftamp. 

The 
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The avarice and ambition with which I was 
pofleiTedi entirely changed my difpofition. X 
loft all my gaiety, became abfent and thought- 
ful ; in a word, a miserable animal. Fabncio, 
feeing rde altogether bent on facrificing to for- 
tune, and very much detached from him, came 
but ieldom to my houfc, where one day he 
could not help fayii^, ** Truly, Gil Bias, 
thou art grown out of my knowledge : before 
thy coming to court, thou waft always eafy 
and tranquil ; at prefent, thou art incefiantly 
agitated with projeft after prqjeft to enrich 
thyfelf; and the more wealth thou haft got, 
the more wouldft thou amals. Befides, let 
me tell thee, thou no longer treateft me with 
thM effiifion of the heart, and freedom of be- 
haviour, which are the foul of friendfhip; on 
the contrary, thou wrappeft thyfelf up> and 
concealeft from me thy fccret views; nay, I 
can perceive conftraint in all thy civih'n'es to- 
wards me: in fhort, Gtl Bias a no longer the 
fame Gil Bias whom I formerly knew." 

*' You joke fure (laid I, with an iur of in- 
dificrence,) I can't perceive any change in my- 
fclf." " Thy own eyes are no judges, (an- 
fwered he,) they are bewitched : believe me, 
thy metamorphoGs is but too true. Speak 
fmcerely, my friend, po thou and 1 live to- 
gether as formerly? When 1 ufed to knock 
at thy door in the morning, thou cam'ft in 

r:rfon to open it, very often half a fleep; and 
entered thy chamber without ceremony. Now 
L 3 behold 
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behold the difference ! Thou art attended by 
half a fcore of lacqueys. — I am obliged to 
wait in tliy ante-chamber, and fend in my 
name before I can fpeak with thee : then, how 
am I recived ? with a forced politenefs, and 
ail of importance: fo that my viiits ieem 
tedious and tirefome. Deft diou think fuch 
a reception can be agreeable to one who lias 
lived with thee on the fijodng of a comrade ? 
No, Skntillanc, no> I can't put up with lU 
FarewelL Let us pan friends, and get rid of 
one another : thou of one who cen&res thy 
behaviour, and I of a rich upfiart who ha^ 
forgot himfclf." 

I felt myfelf more irritated than reclaimed 
by his reproaches,, and let him go, without 
making the leaft effort m detain him. In my 
opinion, at that time the friendfhip of a poet 
was not of fuch value, as that I fhould be 
afflicted at the hk of it: I found abundance 
of' confolation in the .acquaintance of fome 
ftnatl olEcers of the Hing, to whom of late 
I was ftridtly connefted by a fimilitudc of 
difpofition. The greateft part q{ thefe new 
companions were people who fprung I know 
not whence, and arrived at their nofts merely 
by the happy inBuence of their uan. Th^ 
had already made their fortunes: and tl^ 
wretches, afcribing to their own merit the 
wealth which had been heaped upon them by 
the bounty of the King, forgot themfdvcs as 
well as 1 did. We looked upon ourfelves as 
wy 
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very re(pe£lable perfonages. O fortune ! how 
are thy favours ufually dUpenfed ! The ftoic 
Epiftctiis was certamly in the right, when he 
compared thee to ^ young Jady of fafhion, 
who proftitutes hcrfelf to the embraces of 
footmen. 
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CHAP. I. 

Scipio aSvifes Gil Bias to marry, frdpo/lts tht 
doubter of a rich and nottd lol^tittb for hit 
wife: tbefi^s wbtth wert t^een at cm^equtnu 
of this advice, 

ONE evening, after the company which 
had fuppcd with me was gone, feeing 
myfeir ^one with Scipio, I afked what 
he had done that day? "A maflrrpiece 
(he replied,) I intend to have you married to 
the onl}^ daughter of a goldfmith of my ac- 
quaintance." " The daughter of a goldfmith! 
^ied I, with an iur of difd^n) Haft thou loft 
thy fcnfes? How can'ft thou propofe a wife 
from the city ? One who has certainly merits 
and 

[;.,„jFC(, Google 



G I L B L A S. zaj 

and is on a fare footing at court, ought to 
entertain more elevated views, methinks." 
" Howr, Sir? (replied ScJpio,) fure you are 
not in earneft: con^der that the male Jone 
ennobles; and be not more delicate than a 
thoufand noblemen, whofc names I can^ men- 
tion. Do you know tliat the heireft in quef- 
tion is worth an hundred thuufand ducats ? 
Is not this a fine morfel of plate?" When I 
heard him talk of fuch a round fum, I be- 
came more tradtable. " I yield, (faid I to my 
fccrctaryi) the dowry determines me ; whea 
Ihall I touch it ?" "Softly, Sir, (he replied,) 
a little patience: I muft firft communicate the 
propolkl to the father, and obtain his confent." 
"Good! (faid I, laughing heartily:) are 
you ftill thereabouts? I find the marriage is 
for advanced. " Farther than you imagine, 
(anfwercd he,) I want only an hour's converfa> 
tion with the goldfmithi and will anl'wer for 
Ms confent. But before we proceed, let us 
come to a compofitioA, if you pleafc. Sup- 
pofe I procure tor you thole hundred thoufand 
ducats, how many will fall to my fliare?" 
" Twenty thoufand" (I replied.) "Heaven 
be prwfed, (faid he,) I limit the acknowledg- 
ment to ten thoufand : for once, you are more 
generous than I. To-morrow I wilt let this 
tiegotianon on foot; and you may depend 
upon its fuccels: otherwife, I am but an afs/" 
In eSe&f two days after, he {aid, " I Ivfve 
fpoke to Signior Gabriel Salero the gold^i^ithj 
and have extolled your credit and yoor merit 
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ftp much, that he liftened to the ptopofal I 
made,. of accepting you for a fon-in-law : a«d 
jpu fhall have his daughter with a hundred 
thoufand ducats, provided you can make ie 
plainly appear, that you are in favour with 
the minifter." " If that be the cafe, (anfwer- 
ed I to Scipio,) I ftistll be mairied very foon : 
but a-propos. Haft thou fecn the g^rl ? Is (he 
handfome V " Not fo handfome as the dowry 
(taid he) between you and me, this rich heirefs 
is not a very beautiful creature: but, luckily, 
that you don't mind." " No faith, my child t 
((aid T,) we courtier^ only marry for the fake 
of marrying, and ■ look for beauty no where 
but in the wives of our friends. If it happens 
to center in our own,' we take fo little nodce 
of it, that it is 'but'juft in them to punifh ua 
for our negleft." 

•' This is not all, (r^fumed Scipio,) Signiof 
Gabriel invites you'td flipper to-night; and 
we have agreed^ ttiac yfiii (hall not talk of mar- 
riage. There win be feveral inerchants of his 
acquaintance' prcJbnt At 'thfr entertainment, 
where you Ihall appear only a fimple gueft : 
and to-morrow he will fup with you in the 
fame manner. By this you may fee that he 
wants to ftudy your temper, before he pro- 
ceeds : fo that you muft be' on your guard 
before him." "Zodks!' faid I, (with an air 
of Confidence,) let him examine me as narrow- - 
ly as he pleafts j I Ihall lofe nothing by his 
fcnitiny." 

AU 
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All this: was puritftiully executed': I «4 
paired ro the' houf^ of the goldfmith, ^oi%- 
caved me as familiarl)' as if ve had already 
viliced one another feveral nmeis.' He -was an 
honefi: citizen, polite • bajia fwfiar, as the 
facing isi HenitrodticedHieitoSigniDraEit- 
genia his wife, aadyoang (^brida, bisd^shr* 
ter, to 'whom I paid abundance of rompli^ 
menrs,. without infringitig the .tieaty. I faid 
a great many ching^, in rery fpeciquS'Words, 
according to the cuftom of courtiers,: 
■ - Gabriela (no difparagement to my-fccretary} 
:^3pearffd not at' all-dt^greeabld-, whether b^ 
accoDnt of het being rithly dreifed„ or that I 
looked upon hcrthrough the dowry, i know 
aor.' What a line houre did Signior Gabriel 
pdfifefS'! i believe thert was more filver in it 
than in all the mines of Peru: that metal pre- 
fented itfelf to ihc view, in alt comers, under 
X thoufand diSerent fhapes. Every roonh, and 
ihftt-inparticidar where we fupped, was a per- 
fect treafure. What a noble fpeftacle was dlia 
for the eyes (rf a fon-in-law ! The old nTan» ' 
that he might do the greater honour to his 
entertainpnetit, had afTembted five or fix mer- 
chants, .perfons equally g^ave .and tedious : 
they fpoJcc of .nothing but commerce i " and 
their difcourfe might have been called a con- 
ference of fetors, rather that the converiation ' 
of friends at fupper. 

Nextnight,:! treated our goldfmith in my 
torn } and as it was not in my power to dazzl« 

* EVeo to obftin»tj. 
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him widi plate, had recourfc to an iUufion of 
a di^rent kind. I invited to lupper thofe o£ 
my friends who made the beft figure at court> 
and whom I knew to be ambitious &lk>wst 
and who fet no bounds to their delirea'. Thefe 
people talked of nodiing but pomp, of Iplen- 
ctid and lucrative pofts to which they afpired t 
and dm had its eSe& : the citizen Gabriel 
onifounded by their 'grand ideas, found him- 
iclf> in fpite of lus wealth, a mcHtal man in 
confiparifon of thefe gentlenncn. As for my 
own part, a&fting the man of moderadon> 
I faid I woukl be contented with a nuddling 
fortune; twenty thouland ducats a year, or 
to. Upon which, thefe greedy hunters of 
. honour and riches cried, I was in the wrong ; 
and thata man who (like me) was beloved by 
the prime-minifter, ought ^not to reflrift him- 
felf to fuch a trifle. The father-in-law loft 
not afyllable of what was faid, and I thought 
I obferved him very welt fatisiied when he 
retired. 

Scipio did not f^l to vifit him next morn- 
ing, and aiked if he was pleafed with my befaa- 
■viour : " I am charmed with it ! (replied the 
citizen,) the young man has won my heart. 
But fiignior Scipio, (added he,) I conjure you, 
by our old acquaintance, to fpeak Ghcerely. 
We have all our different foibles, as you knowj 
tell me that of Signior de SandUane : Is he a 
gamefter ? Is he a rake ? What is his vicious 
inclination f Pray don't conceal it." ** Yon 
affront me> Signiof Gabriel, by aOting luch a 
queftion 
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queftion, (replied the mediator,) I am not 
fo much in my mafter's intereft as in your*!. 
If he had any bad quality capable of making 
your daughter unhappy, do you think I would 
Jiave propofed him to you for a fon-in-law ? 
No feith ! I am too much your humble ler- 
vant. But between you and me, I know no 
other hu\t m him, but that of having no fault. 
He is ttw modeft for a young man." " So 
much the better, (cried the goldfmith,) I am 
glad of it. Go, friend, afTure him that he 
fliall have my daughter, whom I would be- 
ftow upon him, even if he was not beloved 
by the minifter." 

My fecretary had no fooner informed me of 
this converlation than I hallened to Salero's 
bouie, to thank him for his condefcenfion. 
He had already declared his pleafure to his 
wife and daughter, who gave . me to under- 
ftand by their behaviour towards me, that^ 
they fubmitted to his will without relui^ance. 
I carried my faiher-in-law, and prefented him 
Co the Duke of Lerma, to whom I had im- 
parted the al&ir the preceding evening. His 
excellency received him very courteoully, and ' 
alTured him that he was very glad he had 
chofen for a fon-in-law a man for whom he 
had fo much regard, and whom he iivended 
U} advance. He then enlarged upon my good 
qualities, and, in fhort, fpoke fo well of me, 
mat honeft G^rtel thought he had met in my 
worfhip oneiof the beft matches in Spain. He 
was fo overjoyed, that the tear ftood in his 
L 6 eye; 
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eye : he clafped me in his arms at parting, and 
■faid, *' My fon/ 1 am To inypatiem to feCyou 
Gabriela's huftiand, that you Ihall be inaitied 
in eight days at fardieft." 

CHAP. 11. 

Gil Bias, iy accident, rememhm Don Ai^hmjo 
de Leyva, and does him a fUce of/trvUe^ out 
cf tanitjf. 

THE order of my hiftory requiresj that I 
Ihould leave my marriage for a moment, 
to recount the fervices which I did to Don Al- 
phonfo, my old mafter, whotn I had entirely 
forgotten till now, and I remembered him on 
this occafion. The government of the city of 
Valencia became vacant, and when I heard 
this piece of news, I thought of Don Alphonfb 
de Leyva. I refleftcd, that this employment 
would fuic him admfrably well ;. and, not fo 
itiuch through friendfhip as oftentation, refblv- 
ed to alk it for him; reprefenling to myfelf^ 
that if Ilhould obtain the place, it would do 
me infinite honour. Addrefling myfclf there- 
fore to the Duke of Lerma, I told him that I 
had been -fteward to Don C^far de Leyva and 
his ion; arid that having all the realbn in the 
" world to love them, I took the liberty to beg 
the government of Valencia for either the one 
ol* other. The minifter anfwered, " With all 
my heart, Gil Bias ; t love to fee thee grateful 
and generous. Befides, I efteem the family thou 
fpeakeft of: the Ley vas have been always good 
iervants 
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Servants to the king, and well de6rw that 
place. Thou mayeft dilpofe of it at thy own 
pleafure : J give it thee for a jluptiat prefeot." 
Kavilhed with my fticdefs, I went withotit 
lofs of'time, and defircd Calderonato make 
out letters patent for Don Alphonfo. There 
I fbitnd a great number of peofde atfendii^ in 
rcfpe(5ful fiknce, until Rodrigo Ihould give 
them audience; and prefling through.' -the 
crowd, I prefented myfelf at the door of his 
cloiet, which was immediately opened,, and 
difplayed a multitude of knights, commanders, 
and other people of confcquence, whodi Ca:)- 
dcrona heard in their turns. His different be- 
haviour to different people was very remark- 
able : he received fome with a (light inclina- 
tion of his head only ; others he honoured with 
a bow, and conducted them to his clofet door. 
He put (to ufe the^xpreffion.) different; Jhadcs 
of conlideration in the civilities he Ihewed. 
On one hand, I perceived fome cavaliers, who, 
fhocked at the little regard he paid to them, 
curfed in their hearts ' the neceflity that com- 
pellcd'fhem to cringe to fucha fellow. On 
the contrary, I obferved others, who laughed 
within themfelves at his ridiculous and fitlf- 
fiifficient deportment. Though I made all 
thefc fine pbfcrvations, . I was not capable of 
profiting by them j for I behaved at: home 
juft in the fame manner, and little minded 
whether my haughty carriage was blanwd or 
approved, provided it commanded refpe^ft. 

Don 
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Don Rodeiigo having, by diance, caft tia 
eyes upon me, haftily quitted a gentleman, to 
whom he was fpcaking, and coming up, em- 
braced me with demonftnitions c£ fiicndfliip, 
tiat furpfifed me not a little. *' Ah ! my 
. dear coljeague (cried he), what afiur procures 
ine the pl<»ure of Teeing you here ?*' is there 
any thing in which I can &rve you I " I told 
him the caufe of my vilic i and he afllired me, 
in the mcA obliging tcnns, chat what I want- 
ed (houtd be done by the fame hour next day. 
He did not limit his politenc^ to this, but 
conduced me as far as the door of the antt- 
chamber, whether he never ufed to go, except 
with grandees, and there embraced me anew. 
What is the meaning of at] this civiUty ? 
(faid I to myfetf] going out,) what can it fore- 
bode ? Sure Calderona meditates my ruin. 
Feihaps he is defirous of gaining my friend- 
Ihipi or feeling his &vour on the decline, 
cultivates me with a view of engaging my 
interceffion with our patron in his behaE I 
did not know which of thofe conjet5tures I 
fliould ado[^ Next day, when I returned, 
he treated me in the fame manner, loading me 
with civility and carefies. True, indeed, he 
bated a great deal of that politene^, in his 
reception of other people, who came tolpeak 
with him. He was blunt with fome, cold 
with others, and difobliging to every body. 
But all of them were fufficjently revenged, by 
an. adventure which happened, and which I 
oi^t not to pafsover infilence. This will be 
an 
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an advice to die reader, for th(^ clerk* and 

fecre&tries Mrholha]lread it. 

A man in very plun drefsj and who did 
not at all appear what he was^ approached 
Caldcronaj and fpokc to him of a certtinme- 
mcH-ial, which he faid he had prefented to the 
duke of Lerma. Don Roderigo who did not 
tvea look u the cavalier, &id to him, in a 
furly tone, " What is your name, friend ?** 
" I was c^d FranciUo in my infancy, (re- 
plied thecavalier, very coolly,) fincc that time, 
I have had the wpcllatron of Don Francilco 
de Zuniga*, and, u prefent, my name is 
die count de Fedrolb." Calderona, allontfh- 
ed at thefe words, and finding chat he had to 
do with a man of the firft (Quality, endeavour- 
ed U) excufe himfelf. " Signior, (faid he to 
die count,) I beg pardon, if not knowing 
you'*—" I want none of thy cxcufes, (faia 
FranciUo, with di£iain,) I dc^ifc thy apc^o- 
g^es as much as thy incivility. Know, mat a 
miniiler's fecretary ought to receive all forts o£ 
people with good maimers. Thou may'ft, if 
thou wilt, be vain enough to kxik upon diy- 
fclf as thy mailer's deputy; but don't forget 
that thou an only his valet." 

Though the haughty Don Rodrigo waa 
very much mordBed at this incident, he did 
not becomeawhit more affable. As for my part, 
I marked this ftrokc, and rcfolved to take care 
how I behaved to people, in giving autUence, 

and 
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andi»rerto-Jbe hifokiit bat-wttb mut*«.' As- 
Don Alphonfo's patent was expedited, I ear- 
ned « away> and feht ic, "by an cxprefs, to 
that yoUng nobleman, wirfi a Jotter from tHe 
duke of Lerma, in which his excellency in- 
formed him, that- the kibg had named' him to 
*e government of yalencia-*^' 1 todk-no 
nositc of the (hare J had in- thia nomination^ 
I irowldnw evCTi*rite; pkafing myfcPf with 
Ae hope of telling him, by word ot nnouth> 
and of ■ furprifing him agreeably, when he 
ftiouki come to court, to -take the oaths fo^ 
kis employment. 

CHAP- -il'I. ' 
?^if preparatians for the marriage .of Gil Blas^, 
' 'and the great event that rendered them yfikjs^ 

LET TJSTctiiiTi to my fafir'Gabriila, whoni 
I was to Aiafry ineightdays ' Bbtfipar- 
Re6 prepared for the ceremony : Salero toc^ 
off rich Clothes for the bride; arid I hired a 
chambermaid, a p^, and an old -^uire, for 
her attendants. ■ AH this wap ordered by Sci- 
pk), who waited ■ even more impatiendy dian 
I for the day on which the' doWry Tffasto be 
paid. '■,.'■ ' ■ 

* Vakada, .tIieCti[NUl of As tingdan that %t*n Ae imte 
nunc, 1) fraiml «n the bwiki of the Cuaddivin) ahoat ^iitf a 
league from the Tea. It ii the Tee o^'tn irchbllhbp, and lifC of aii 
BniTCtficy, a place of. p«it. trade, and, aa the whole, fi> agree- 
able a> to h»>e pbtiined the name of ^alincie la hfrmtb j Valencia 
the beintiful. This counrry •!> fatmerly in poITeSion of the 
Moon, fiem whtAn the ta-f was taken, about the end of the ete- 
vencb centur}) by the famoui Rajr Diu, Utoatncd tbe CId. 

On 
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On the evening "preceding timtid^jf fq much, 
defired, I fupped at the hfxfe of n^y, fatber-uiT^ 
law, yith, uncles, aunts, male and female 
coufins, "and played the part of gn hypocriiicaj 
fon-In-law to, great perfei^ion,, J fli^wed 
great relpeft to the goldfmith and his wifpj 
a^ed the p^flionate lover to Gabriela, ajid be- 
havctj very courteoufly to the whole, iarriily, Uf 
■whofe.flat difcourfe and cit-like pbfervatioia 
I patiently hftencd. Accordinglyj-st the prioe 
of my patience, I had the good fortune to 
{deafe all cj^e relatbns. There was not on^ 
^mobg ttiem who did not foem ^d of my 
fdlianc£. . . '■ 

'. Thcrepaiiheingfinded,thecQmp;»nyrennov- 
led into a great, hall, where we were rqgak4 
with a concert of vocal and inArumemal mu- 
XiCa which w^K ' ^ot ill executed^ althou^ 
they had not cboT^n the beH. haads of Madrid. 
Several gay airs, wilh which our ean were 
ligf^h\y entertained, put us aU, Uf fijichgbod 
}iunioura that ve bcgaji Do form country tun- 
ces. <jod knows how we- performed,, fince I 
was taken for a difciple of Terpfichqrc,i though 
J had no other principles pf that art, than two 
or three Icfibns, which I received, from a cox- 
comb of a dancing-mailer, wtio'came to teach 
the pages, when I lived with the JVIarchionefs 
of Chaves. , After we had fuflidencly diverted 
purfelvesj it being time" for each to think of 
■retiring, I was very prodigal of my hugs and 
bows. *' Adieu, my fofli (iad Salero, em- 
bracing n)e,) I will wait on you lo-morrow 
morning. 
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morning, with the dowry, in good gold." 
•* My dear Father (I replied), you ftull be 
Tcry welcome." Then wifliing the femily 
good night, I got into the coach that wuted 
for me at the gate, and drove homewards. 

1 was fcarce two hundred paces from Sigruor 
Gabriel's houfe, when fifteen or twen^ men, 
fbme a horieback, others a-foot, arm^ with 
fwords and carabines, furrounded the coach 
and ftopped it, crying, " in the king's name." 
They imde me come out in a hurry, and threw 
me into a poft-ch^fe,- where the chief of theie 
Cavaliers mounting along with me, bid the 
driver proceed for Segovia. I - fooo guefled 
that my feUow-traveUer was an honefl a^azil 
irhom I qucflioned about the caufe of my 
imprilbnment. But he anfwered in the ufuu 
tone of thofe gentlemen, that is, in a brutal 
manner, that he was not obliged to tell me 
any thing of the matter. I obferved that per- 
haps he might be miftaken in the man. ** No 
no, (laid ne,)'I know my bulinels better. 
You are Signior de SantiUane ; and you I have 
orders to conduct to the place for wluch we 
arc bound." Having nothing to reply, I re- 
Iblved to hold my wngue. We travelled 
-all the reft of the night, along Mancaranez, 
in profound (ilence ; uianged horfes at Colme- 
nar, and arrived in the evening at Segovia*, 
where 1 was locked up in the tower. 

CHAP. 

* Seuril, ■ c!t7 of Kcw Cuftilei ilioat CwelTC Icigugt from Ma- 
drid ) ftnou kt iU wodleii aaoufUtare) die tower diat wu 
Wilt t>7 du Mom i the Mint, whjeb futpillet ill wotlc of ttu 
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CHAP IV. 



STfe treatment of GU Bias in the timer of Sego- 
via, and the manner in which be learned tb$ 
caufe of bis imprijonment, 

TH EY b^Hi with putting me into a dun- 
geon, where I was Icfc upoo ftraw, like 
» mak^itftor wordiy of death. Here I paffed 
the night, not in deploring my condidon, for, 
as yet, I bad not perceived die whole (^ my 
misfortune, but in talking my remembrance 
to iind out the caufe of my impriibnment. I 
did not doubt that it was the work of Calde* 
rooat nerenhele^, though I fu^ieAcd dut 
he had difcoreitd the whole, I wuld not con- 
ceive how be had prevailed upon the Duke of 
Lenna to treat me fi> cruelly. Sometimes I 
imagined that I had been artrflsd without the 
knowledge of tus excellency} and fometimei 
I thought that he himfelf was the caufe of my 
misfortunes, for feme political reafons diat 
often induce imnifters to ufe their &vouritea 
in this manner. 

fame kind in Enrope; lad w aquediiQ, ballc.hjr the eMfcrour 
Trajui) wkich remiini entire to thii ila;r> and 1> looked spaa w 
one of the fineft maaameBti of intiqnlty. It nteadi dine thou- 
liiul pacei fRKB one maunt^n to mother ) ind !■ fupporud br 
one handred lad fnenty-IiTen iirebei in t*>o tisn, fbniuiit ■• n 
were i double bridge, Thii edifice 14 bailC oC \trgi hewn taaiat 
fo irtfuUjr joined without moctu M cemenl, dm itttmaiiu un- 
4l3iniged Co the pnlint agi! ; wlicmt ihe littia impmveDMUi tkM 
ire occiSoniiljr nude upon it for ike puUkk olc, Ccldm \A IgafK ■ 
dlia fiftscn ai twtntj yean. 
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I was ftrongly agitated by thefc differcrrt 
conjedures, when tte fight df day, penetrating 
tbrot^h a little gratCi prefented to my view the 
hprror of the place iq which I was. I then 
grieved without moderatjoni and my eyes be- 
came two fources of tears, which the remem- 
brance of my prftfperity rtndfi*edincxImuft:FEfe. 
While I abandoned rnyftli to my- Ibrrow^ -a 
nirnkey came into my cUingeon, wich'a-lmf 
and a pitcher «f water, (of the dtay'^ aUow- 
ap<«. He looked 'at me, and obferving that 
iTiyiacc was bathed in tears^ gaioler as he wae, 
it:k Bfi emotiop of pity, f' Stgniiir priioner, 
^aid he),-dottt dcfpair. ^ftsU'inuft be* be fo 
.fcnflbk of the VieilTitodes.of -lifel fou a»e 
y<ib^and wifi (tebetwr-day**' ■ M<M 'whilev 
tsUthe kiRg'« ttDowance-^ith' i ^06 grace." 
- MyeomforterwentcoQt, «4teMh« had pfoi 
■ounced chefe words, -to which 1 made no 
anfver, but by groans a#d latnentai:ions; I 
^>ent the whole day.in-put^ng my fate> "with- 
out thinking t^ doing hent^ur to my {N'ovi- 
fion, which) to mei m my prefcnt fituation^ 
fccmed not fo much a prefent of the king's 
bounty, as the effedl of his rage j fince it 
fcrve^. rather 10 prolong than affuage the pains 
of 'the tinhappy. 

Kighto in the me^p time, arrived, and im- 
irtediately a great noife of keys attracted my 
fttEcutbn. The door of my dungeon opened,, 
ahd "a tnoment after, a man entering with a 
candle in his hand approached me, faying, 
** Senior GU Biasi behold one of your old. 
friends^ 
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frieftd«>. I am Aat Don Andrea dtf Tordi?- 
fillas, who lived with you at Grenada, ^ iiild 
was g^ntlemfln to the afchbiihop, while yda 
WW in favOui- with that prelate. You defircd 
him, if you remember, to employ his credit 
in ray behalf} and by his inttreft, I was 
named for art employment in ■ Mexico : ^ bat, 
inftcad of embarking for the Indies, ! ftc^t 
in the city of AlicaAt, wher« I married inc 
daughter of him who commanded the caftle, 
and by a train of adventures which 1 IhE^ 
recount to you by and by, I am now become 
keeper of the tower of Segovia; I have ejt- 
prefs orders to keep you from the fpcech'Of 
every livingfool, to make you'lie uponfttaw, 
and live upon bread and water only. Bot I 
have too much humanity not to pity your mis- 
fortunes: befidcs, you have done me fcr- 
vice ; and my gratitude prevails over the' Or- 
ders which I have received. Fw frdfti bciiig 
che inftrument of that cruelty which, 'th^ 
would exercife upon you, I intend to foften 
the rigour of your fate. Get i^ and follow 
me." 

Although Mr. keeper well deftrved my 
thanks, my underftanding was fo-muih dif- 
turbed, that I could not anfwer one word. 
I did not fail however to follow him, through 
a court, and up a narrow ftair, to i, fmidl 
room, quite a-topof the tower. I was not a 
little furprifed when 1 entered this chamber, 
to fee two lights burning; in brazen candle- 
ftickS] and two handfome covers on a oMk. 
« The 
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« TbenAiuds will be prrfcndy t«ought, (&H 
TordefiUas,) and we will fup here together. 
I have deftined diis retreat for your lodg^ 
where you will live much more comforta% 
than in your dungeon. Your will fee, from 
your window, the dowry banks of the Erc- 
nu> and the delightful valley which extends 
from the feet of the mountains diat leparaix 
the two Caftiles, as &r as CocaJ I know that at 
fiifi you will not be very fenftbie of Juch a fine 
pixtibc& ; but when the violence of your grief 
fhalf be mellowed, by time, into a foft me- 
lancholy, you will take pleafure in making an 
«icurfion with your eyes over fuch agre»ble 
objects. Befides you may be aflured of be- 
ing well provided in Unen, and other neceOk- 
lies bcBtong a gendeman ofdelicacy and tafte. 
Moreover, you ihall have a good bed, com- 
. fertile diet, and be fiirniOi^ with as many 
books as you cho<^e to read. In a word you 
Ihall be as well treated as a prtfoner can be." 
Finding myfdf a littJe eaied by fuch oblig- 
ing offers, 1 took courage, gave nrty gaoler 
a thoufand thanks, told him that he recalled 
me to life by his generous behaviour, and 
that I wifhed I might ever again have an op- 
portunity <^ Ihewing my gratitude, " And 
. why not have an opportunity ? (he replied,) 
do you think you have loft your libert/ for 
ever i You are miftaken ; and I dare allure 
you, that you will be quit for a few months 
of imprifonmenc." "" What fay you, Signior 
Don Andrea f (cried i) it iecms then you 
{ know 
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know the caufe of my misfortune." " I con- 
fe& (faid he) 1 am not ignorant of the affair. 
.The alguazil, who brought you hither, im- 
parted the fecrct K) me i and 1 (hall now re- 
veal it." 

He told me that the King, being informed 
of your having in concert with the Count 
de Lemos, earned the Prince of Spain to the 
houfe of a fufpcfted lady, had, to puniih you 
both, exiled die count, and fent you to the 
tower of Scoria, to be treated with aU the 
ligour which you have experienced fince your 
arrival," " Andhow (faid I), did this affau- 
come to the knowledge of the king ? it is 
that circumftance in particular, of which I 
want to be informed." « And that circum- 
ftance (he replied), is what I could not leam 
from the alguazil, who, in all likelihood, is 
himfelf ignorant of the matter." 

Here our converlation was interrupted by 
the entrance of feveral valets, who brought 
«p fuppcr. They put upon the table fome 
bread, two cups, two bottles, and riiree large 
difhes, in one of which there was a ragout of 
hare, with plenty of onions, oil, and faffi^; 
an oUa podrida • in another ; and the third 
contained a turky-powt on a> marmalade of 
■f- berengena. When TordcfiUas faw that we 
had every thing we wanted, he fent away his 
fcrvants, not caring that they Ihould ovcr- 

• oil* podrirli, X d'lA COBpaTcd of ill bm of t6ti, 
tBcrtngtM, .kind rffeiit trwint like i euBabn, aid 
vaun, tike Frcncbieuu, vitb mutlos, tec. 

hear 
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hear ou r . difcourfe, and havir^ locked the 
door, we Tat down at table, oppoQte to one 
another. " Let us begin (f^d he) with what 
is moft needful. You muft have a good ap- 
petite, after a fafl; of two days." So faying, 
he loadoi my plate with visuals, imagining 
' that he fcrvctl one half-ftarved ; and really he 
had reafon to think I would ftuff myfelf with 
his ragouts. Neverthele^, I balked his ex- 
peftation ; and how much foever my condi- 
tion required food, T could not fwallow a mor- 
fel; fo much did I take to heart my prefent 
fituation. To difpel the cruel images, which 
inceflantly- afflidcd me, my keeper in vain 
.exhorting me to drink, by extolling the excel- 
lence of his wine. Had he given me neitar, 
I ihould have drank it without pleafure, at 
that time. He percefved my chagrin, and 
changing his battery, began to recount, in a 
pleafant manner, the hiftory of his own mar- 
riage. But, I heard his narration with fueh 
abfence of thought, that whep^ it was ended, 
1 could not have repeated one word of what 
he laid. He concluded that he undertook 
too much, in attempting to divert my forrow 
that evening j and when flipper was over, got 
up, faying, " Signior de Santitlanc I will 
leave you to your repofe, or rather, to mufe 
at leifurc upon your misfortune. But I re- 
peat it again, it will not be of long duration : 
the king is naturally good : .'when his wrath 
fubfides, and he (hall reflcft upon the deplor- 
able fituation io which he behcvei you to be. * 
3 . . hq, 
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he will think you fufficicndy punifhed." 'So 
faying, Mr. Keeper went down ftairs, and fent 
up his fervants to uncover the table. They 
carried off every thing, even to the candles, 
and I went to bed by the melancholy light o( 
alamp that wds fixed to the wall. 

CHAP. V. 

ISs fusions hefsre he went tofliep, and an ac- 
cottnt of fbe nope that waked hip. 

I Spent two hours at leafl: in reBefting upon 
what TordeGIlas had told me. I am con- 
^fined here, then, faid I to myfelf, for having 
contributed to die pleafures of the heir appa- 
rent. How imprudent was I, in doing ler- 
vices of that kind, to fo yoimg » pririce : for 
his tender years alone make me guilty. Had 
he been in a more advanced age, the king 
would, perhaps, have laughed at thoE which 
now incenfes him fo much. But who can 
have ^ven luch a piece of information to that 
monarch, without fearing the refentment of 
the prince, or that of the Duke of Lerma ; who 
will doubtlefs revenge his nephew the count 
de Lcmos ? How then has the king difcovered 
it? that I cannot comprehend.. 

Hither my doubts always returned. The 
idea, however, that affifted me moft, that 
drove me to defpair, and from which rhymind 
could not detach itfelf, was die pillage to 
which I concluded my effeifts had been aban- 

VoL. III. M doncd. 
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doned. My ftrong box ! cried I, my dear 
riches ; whac is become of you, into whofc 
hands are yoii fallen ? alas ! I have loftyou, 
even in lefs time, than that in which you were 
amafled ! I painted to myfelf the diforder that 
muft then reign in my houfej- and, on that 
fubjeft, made refleftions, every one more me- 
lancholy than another. The confufion of fo 
many diiFerent thoughts threw me into an 
opprelTion that became favourable ; and fleep, 
which had avoided me the preceding night, 
Ihed his influence over my fenfes. To this, 
the goodnefs of the bed, the fatigue which I' 
had undergone, as wtU as the vapours of the 
vi&uals and wine, contributed. I -enjoyed a 
profound deep, and, probably, the day would 
have {urprifed me in this condition, had I-not 
been waked, all of a fudden, by a noifc pretty 
extraordinary for a prifon. I heard the 
found of a guitarre, accompany with a man's 
voice. I liftened with attention, and hearing 
no rhore, believed it was a dream : but, in a 
moment my ear was ftruck again with the 
found of the inftrument, and the lame voice, 
which fung the following ;vcr&s. 

* Ay de mi ! un ano felice 
Parece un foplo ligero ; 
Fcro fm dicha un inftantc 
£s un figlo dc tormento. 



My 
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My forrow was increafed by this couplet, 
■\^ich feemed to have been made on purpofc 
for me. I have but too well experienced the 
truth of thefc words (faid I;) methinks the 
feafon of my prolperity palTed away very foon, 
and that I have been already a whole age in 
pfifon. I relapfed into a terrible reverie, and 
began again to deplore my fate, as if I had 
taken pleafure in the talk. My lamentations, 
however, ended with the night j and the firft 
rays of the fun, witli which my chamber was 
enlightened, a little calmed my difqiiiet. I 
got up to air my room, by opening the win- 
dow, and furveyed the country, of which I 
remembered Mr. Keeper had given fuch a fine 
defcription. But I could find nothing to juf. 
tify what he had fiud ; the Erema, which I 
imagined was at leaft equal to the Tagus, 
appeared to be no more than a rivulet, its 
flowery banks were bedecked with the nettle 
and thiftle only, and the pretended delightful 
valley prcfented nothing, to my view, but 
lands for the moft part barren and uncultivated. 
Probably,- 1 was not yet arrived at that fweet 
melancholy, which made things appear other- 
wile than I beheld tliem at that time. 

I began to put on my cloaths, and was al- 
ready half drefled, when Tordefillas came in, 
followed by an old woman fervant who brought 
lliirts and towels for my ufe. " Signior Gil 
Bias (iaid he) here is linen: don't be frugal 
of it i for I fhall talte care to let you have as , 
much as ybw can ufe. Well, (added he,) how ' 
Ma did 

[;..i,tc(,G00^le 
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did you pais the night? were your forrows 
fufpcndcd for a few moments by fleep !" " I 
ihould have flept, perhaps, till now (anfwered 
I) had I not been aw^ed by a voice, ac- 
companied by a guitarrc." " The cavalier 
who has difturbed your repofc (faid he) is a 
flate prifonerj whofe chamber is contiguom 
to your's. He is a knight of the military or- 
der of Calatrava, and has a very amiable cha- 
racter : his name is Don Gallon de CogoUos. - 
You may, if you pieafe, vifit and eat with 
one another. You will find a mutual confo- 
lation in each odier's acquaintance, which will 
be very agreeable to both." 

I aflbred Dchi Andrea, that I was extremely 
fenfiblc of his kindnds in permitting me 
to unite my grief with that of the cavalier; 
an4 as I exprefled fome impatience to be ac- 
quainted with that companion in misfortune, 
our obliging keeper procured me the picture 
that very day; and carried me to dinner widi 
Don Gafton, who furprifed me with his beau- 
ty and fine Ihape. You may judge what he 
muft be, to make fuch a ftrong imprelBon 
upon eyes accullomed to behold the moft ihin- 
ing youth at court. Imagine to yourfelf a 
man made for love, one of thofe heroes of 
romance, who, by fliewing themfelves only 
couM rob princeues of their reft. Add to 
this that nuure, which ufually deals out her 
gifts fparingly, had indued Cc^Uos with a 
great deal of underftanding and vabur i Sa 
that he was a petl^ caraKcr. 

If 
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If I was charmed by this knight, I had al- 
io the good fortune to "be agreeable to him. 
He no more fung in the night for fear of in- 
commoding me, notwithtlanding my increa- 
tics that he would not cotiftrain himfelf on 
my account, An intimacy is foon contraflcd 
between twoperibns opprcficd by misfortune. 
A tender friendfhip was the immediate con- 
fequencc of our acquaintance, and became 
ftronger and ftronger every day. The liberty 
we enjoyed of converfing together when we 
pleafed, was verj' ufeful to us both ; fince by 
our difcourfe we aided one another, recipro- 
cally, to bear our misfortunes with patience. 

One afternoon entering his room, juft as 
he was going to play on his guitar, that I 
, might hear him the more conveniendy, I fat 
down on a Itool, which was all the feat he 
had; and he placing himfelf on his bed's feet, 
played a very moving air ; and fung words to 
it, which exprei^d the defpair to which the 
cruelty of a lady reduced her lover. When 
he had done, I faid to him, with a fmile, 
,"Signior Knight, thcfe are words which you 
was never obliged to employ in your amours : 
' you are too well qualified to find the women 
cruel." " You have too good an opinion of 
me (he replied ;) I compofed, in my own 
behalf" the verfes which you have heard, to 
foftcn a heart which I believe harder than 
diamond, and move to companion a lady who 
treated me with extreme rigour. I muft ^n- 
, M 3. certMn 
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tertain you witii that ftory, by which yOH' will 

alfo learn the caufe of my misfortune." 

CHAP. VI. 

The hiJicTy ofDon Gafion de CogoUos, and Domia 
Helena de Galifteo. 

NOT much ]efs than four years ago,. I 
let out from Madrid from Coria, to vifit ' 
Donna ■ Eleonora de Laxarilla, my aunt, one 
of the richeft widows in Old Caftilc, whofc 
heir I am. I was no fooner arrived at her 
hoiife, than love began to Invade my repoie. 
The windows of my apartment feeed the lat- 
tices of a lady, who lived oppofite to my 
aunt's houfe; and I could eafUy perceive he*, 
by the alTiftance of the width of her g^'ates, 
and the narrowncfs ofihe ftreet. I did noC 
negleft the opportunity j and found my neigh- 
bour fo handfamc, that I w4s enchanted at 
once. 1 exprefled my paffion fo plainly, by 
■my cyesj that Ihe could not be miftaken. She 
perceived it accordingly ; but was not at all 
dilpofed to. pride htrfelf in her obfervatioi:, 
and ftill Jefs to anfwer my coquetries. 

I made enquiries about this dangerous per- 
fon, who captivated hearts fo fuddenlyj and 
learned that her name was Donna Helena; 
that Ihe was the only daughter of Don Geoi^ 
de Galifteo, who poflrfled a rich manor a few 
leagues from Coria; that many matches had 
been in her offer j but her father rejected them 
all, becauTc he was refolved to give her in 
marriage 
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ftiarriag* to his nephew Don Auguftin dc 
Olighera ; who, in tlic mean time, had the 
privil^e of feeing and converflng with his 
coufin every day. I was not difcouraged by 
- this piece of information: on the contrary, it 
inflamed my pallion ; and the proud piearure 
of fupplanting a beloved rival, excited me, 
perhaps even more than my love, to piuiue 
my point. I continued then to addrefs He- 
kna with the moft paflionate looks : I ftip- 
plicated her maid Felicia in the famelangu&f^e, 
in ■ order to implore her affiftance. I even 
taUccd on my ftngers. But thefe gallantries 
were of no u(e. I made as little impreffion 
on the maid as on her millrefs : they feemed 
equally cruel and inacceflible. 

Since they refufed to anfwer the language 
of my eyes, i had recourfe to other interpre- 
ters J and fet people to work, to difcover what 
acquaintances Felicia had in town. They got 
notice that an old gentlewoman, called Theo- 
dora, was her beft friend, and that they often 
vifited one another. Overjoyed at this dif. 
covtry, I went to Theodora in perfon, and 
by prefents, engaged her in my interefts. Sh» 
efpoufed my caufe, promifed to procure for 
me a private converfation with her friend, at 
her hoiifej and kept her promife the very nc:;c 
day. ** I am no longer unhappy (faid I to 
Felicia) fince my misfortunes' have excited 
your compaflioni. How much am I indebted 
to your friend, for having prevailed upon yOu, 
to grant me die fadsfa^tion of an interview !'* 
M 4 *' Signior, 
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** Sigiuor^ (anfwered Ihc,) Theodora can do 
any thing wicb me : (he has engaged me in 
your behalf; and if it be in my power to 
make you happy, you fhall foon enjoy your 
vilh} but with all my good will, I don't 
know that I can give you much alMance : 
for, not to flatter you, you have never formed 
a more difficult enterpnze. You are in love 
with a lady, who is prepoflcfied in favour of 
another cavalier : and what fort of a lady ! 
one (o foil of pride and diflimularion, that if, 
by dint of perfcverancc and affiduity, you 
fhould fuccecd fo ^ as to coft her fome fighs,. 
don't imagine that her pride will give you the 
pleafure of hearing them." " Ah ! iwy dear 
Felicia ! (cried I, in a cranfport of grie^) why 
do you defcribe the obftacles whidi I have to 
formount I I am affiUBnatcd by your informa- 
tion! deceive me rather than drive me to 
defoairl" So&ying, I took one of her hands, 
tma prefling it to mine, put upon her finger 
a diamond worth three hundred piftoles, ac- 
companied with fuch moving expreffions, as 
brought the tears into her eyes. 
" six was too much affcited by my difcour^, 
and too well farisfied with my behaviour, to 
kave me altogether without confotation. She 
bf gan to fmooth the difficulties a litde, faying, 
" Signior, what I have reprcfented, ought 
not to deprive you of hope. Your rival, it is 
true, is rmt hated ; he is at liberty to come 
«nd vilit his coufin, and talk to her whenever 
be pleafes} and this is aKirciimftance &vt>ur- 
able 
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able for you. Their being accuftomedto fee 
one another everyday, renders their convcr- 
fation a little languid : they feem to part with- 
out pain, and meet again without pleafure : 
one would think they are already married. In 
a word, I don't perceive that my miftrels has 
a violent paRion for Don Auguftin: befides 
-as to perfonal qualifications, there is a dif- 
ference between yow and him that muft turn, 
•to your account, in the eyes of fuch a delicate 
young lady as Donna Helena. Be not dif^ 
couragedj therefore j continue your gallantry, 
which t will fecond ; and I will ' not let Hip - 
©ne opportunity of making every thing you 
■do to pleafe her, tend to your advantage with 
my miftrefi. In vain fhajl flie attempt to dif- 
guife her fentiments. I will foon difcover 
them, in fpite of her diflimulation.'* 

After tMs coavcrfation, Felicia and I part- 
ed, very well fattsfted with one another. I 
prepared anew to ogle Don George's daugh- 
ter, whom I treated with a ferenade, inwhich 
the vcrfes yoahave heard were fungby a fine 
voice, which I had' provided for the purpofe. 
After the concert, the maid, in order to found 
her miftrefs, aflced how ftie had been enter- 
tained ? " The^ voice (laid Donna Helena) 
^ave me pleafure." " And were not the words 
which were fung very moving^" (replied' the 
maid.) " I paid no attention to them,.(faid 
the lady;) 1 liftened to the tune only; I took 
nonotice of the verfes, neither do I defire to 
know who gave the fvenadc," ^'•If that be 
M s ' tte 
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. the cafe, (cried the waiting-woman) potfr Don 
Gallon de Cogollos, is far out in bis reckoning, 
and not very wife in fpending his time in look- 
ing at our lattices." " Perhaps it may not be 
he, (faid the miftrefs, coldly,) but fome other 
cavalier, who has declared his peOlon for me, 
by this concert." " Pardon me, madam, (re- 
plied Felicia) it is no other but Don Gailon i 
by this token that he accofted me this morn- 
ing, in the ftrcet, and begged me to tell you, 
that he adores yoti, in Ipite of the rigour 
wich which you repay his love j and that, in 
Ihort, he would think himfelfthc happieft of 
mankind, if you would allow him to manifeft 
his paQion in the ufual courle of gallantry. 
This difcourfe (added Ihe) fuiHciently proves 
that I am not miltaken." 

Don George's daughter changed counte- 
nance all of a iiidden, and darting a fevere 
look at her maid : " You might have dilpcnfed 
(faid Ihe) with repeating that impertinent 
converfacion to me. Let me have no fuch re- 
ports for the future if you pleafe : and if that 
hafti youth ftiall have the prefumption tofpcak 
to you again, tell him to make his addreifes to 
one who will regard his gallantry more than I 
do, and to chufe a more honourable paAime 
than that of being all day long at his window^ 
to obferve what I do in my apartment." 

All this was faithfiilly reported to me, in a 

fccond interview with Felicia, who prettnding 

that 1 muft not take the words of her miftre^ 

JA a literal Jenle, would have j>erruaded me 

6 du^ 
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that the affair went on fwimmingly. But I» ' 
who was ignorant of finefle, and did not be- 
lieve that the text could be explained in my 
•favour, diftrufted the commentary flie made. 
She laughed ar my diffidence, called for paper 
and ink, and faid ; " Signior Knight, write 
immediately to Donna Helena in the ftyle of 
• a dcfponding lover. Paint your fufferings in 
the iTiofl: piffionate colours, and, in particular, 
complain of her prohibiting you to appear at 
your windows. Promile to obey her, but at 
the fame time affure her, that it will coft you 
your life. Put this into fuch expreffions as 
you gentlemen are fo well flcilled in, and leave 
the reft to me. I hope the event will do more 
honour to my penetration than you imagine." 

Had I neglcAcd this, I Ihould have been 
. the firft lover who did not take the advantage 
of fuch an opportunity to write to his miftrcis. 
I compofed a moft patherick letter, and before 
I fealed it, fliowed it to Felicia, who having 
read it, faid, with a fmile, " that jf women 
have the art of captivating the men, thefe laft, 
ill return,, know 'very well how to cajole the 
women." The waiting -maid took my letcer, 
then laying ftrong injunftions on me to keep 
my windows fliui for a few days, returned to 
- the houft of Don George. 

'* Madam, (faid ihe to Donna Helena, when 
fhe went home,) I met Don Gafton, who did 
not fail to make up to me, aW endeavouicd 
to foothe me with flattering expreffions. He 
alked with a fauJtering voice, like a criminal 
M 6 who 
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who fxpciSs his fentence, jf I had dcHvercd 
his mcfiage to you. Then I, faithful and ready 
to execute your orders, cut him fhort with a 
vengeance j inveighed againft him, loaded 
him with reproaches, and left him in the flxeet 
confounded at my petulance." " I am over- 
joyed (replied Donna Helena) that you have - 
rid me of that importunate young fellow j but 
there was no occafion to Ipeak rudely to him. 
A young woman ought always to be gentle in 
her behaviour." "Madam, (faid themaid») 
a paflionatc lover is not to be baniftied by words 
pronounced with a gentle air. Nay, this is 
feldoiti accomplifhed by indignation and r^. 
Don Gafton, for example, was not repulfed. 
After having loaded him with reproaches fas 
I have (aid) I went to the houfe of your rela- 
tion, whither you Cent me ; and that lady 
unfortunately detained me too long : I lay too 
long, becaufe, on my return, I found my man 
again, whom, I afllire you, I did not exped: 
to fee, I was fo much difturbed at fight of 
him, that my tongue, which never faled me 
before, could not furnilh me with one fylla- 
ble. In the mean time, what does he ? he 
nipt a paper into my hand, which I kept» 
without knowing what I did, and then diiap- 
peared in an inftant." 

So faying, Ibe pulled my letter out of her 
bofom, and gave, by way of joke, to h« 
miftrefs, who taking it as for diverfion, read 
it over, and thpn afiedled refcrve, " Truly, 
Felicia, (fatd ihe, ivitb a ferious air,) you are a 
fool 
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fool and 3 mad creature to receive this billet.. 
What will Don Gafton think of it ? and what 
muft I believe ? Your condud: gives me caufc 
to diftruft your fidelity ; and may make him 
fufpeft that I am plcafed with his paffion.. 
A^ I perhaps he imagines, at this inftant,. 
that I perufe with plcafure the charaftcrs 
which he has wrote. You fee to what ihame 
you have expofed roy pride." ** O ! not at 
all, madam, (replied the maid,} he can enter- 
FaJn no fuch thoughts : and fuppofe he did» 
he fhall not preferve them long. I will tell 
him, when I next lee him, that I have Ihown 
his letter to you ; that you looked at it widi' 
indiSereoce j and, in fliort, without reading ir,, 
tore it with the moft mortifying contempt." ■ 

*• You may fafcly fwear that I have not read 
it (fud Donna Helena). I fhould be at a lofs^ 
if cA>liged, to repeat two fingle words of it." 
Don George's dau^ter was not contented' 
with talking in this manner ; Ibe tore my^ 
billet, and forbid her woman ta talk to me 
for the future* 

As I promifed to play the gallant no more 
at my windows, fince the fight of ine gave 
offence, I kept them ihut fevcfal days, toren>- 
dermy obedience more aSefting; biit tofup- 
ply thefe looks of i^ch I . was abridged, I pre- 
pared new ferenades for my cruel Helen. One 
night I repaired under her balcony with mufi- 
ciansj and the guitars, were already ftruck up> 
when acavalier came fword in .hand, and dif- 
turbed the concert;^ laying about him at a furi- 
ous 
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ous rate among the performers, who immeifi- 
ately betook themfelves to flight. The rage 
vhich animated that bold intruder] awaked 
mine : I advanced to punilh him, and an ob- 
ftinaie combat began. Donna Helena and her 
attendant hearing the noife of fwords, kxiked 
through the lattice, and feeing two men engag- 
ed, waked Don George and his valets wichuieir 
cries : thefe, as well as feveral people in the 
neighbourhood, came running to part the com- 
batants, but they arrived too late, and found 
nobody on the field of battle but a cavalier, 
almoft without life, weltering in his own 
blood ; and I was loon known to be that un- 
fortunate perfon. I was carried to the houfe 
of my aunt, whither the moll expert furgeons 
in town were called to my affiftance. ^very 
bodied pitied my fate, and Donna Helena in 
particular, who then difcovered the bottom of 
her foul. Her diflimulatioti gave way to her 
feotimcnt, and Ihe was no longer that difdain- 
ful creature who piqued herfelf upon appear- 
ing inlenfible to my pafTion. She was now a 
tender lover, that abandoned herfelf to Ibrrow 
without refcrve. She fpent the reft of the 
night in mourning with her maid, and in curf- 
ing her coufin Don Auguftin de Olighera, 
who they concluded muft have been the author 
of their tears ; as in effect: it was he who had lb 
difagreeably interrupted iheferenade. Being 
as great a diffembler as his coufin, he had per- 
ceived my intentions, without feeming to take 
any notice of thmi} and imagining that Ihe 
favoured 
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lavoured my flame, had committed this aftion, 
to ihow that he was not quite fo paflive as flic 
■believed him to be. Neverthelefsj this me- 
lancholy accident was foon forgotten, by rea- 
fonof the -joy that followed it. Tho' I was 
dangeroufly wounded, the (kill of the furgeons 
faved my life, but I ftill kept my chamber, 
when my aunt Donna Eleonora went to Don 
George, and demanded his daughter for me in 
■marriage. The fether confented to this the 
more willingly, bccaufe he at that time looked 
■upon Don Auguftin as a man whom perhaps 
he Ihould never fee again. The good old 
gendeman was afraid that his daughter would 
not bcftow hcrfelf on me .without rcluftance, 
-becaufe her coufin OUghera had enjoyed the 
-liberty of vifiting her when, he *ould, and of 
acquiring her affeftion at leifure; but ftie 
feemed fo well difpofed to obey her father in 
this afiair, that we may conclude it is an ad- 
vantage among the ladies to be a new comer 
in Spain, as well as elfewhere. 

As foon as 1 could have a private converfa- 
tion with Felicia, I underftood how much af- 
fiifted her miftrcfs had been at the bad fuccefa 
of my duel; fo that having no longer any 
reafon to doubt that I was the Paris of this 
Helen, I bleiTed my wound, fincc it turned 
out fo propitious to my love, and obtained of 
Signior Don Georgethc permiflion of fpeaking 
to his daughter, in prefence of her maid.' 
What a delightful converiation tlus was ! I in- 
treated. 
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treated, I prefled the lady in flich a manncTi 
to cell me if her father, in yielding her to my 
lenderncfs* had done any violence to her incli- 
nation, that Ihe owned I was not beholden to 
^er obedience alone. After this cbarnung 
confefljon, my whole ftudy was to pleafe her,, 
and contrive entertainments, until the day of 
our nuptials, which were to be celebrated by~ 
a magnificent cavalcade, in which all the no- 
'bility of Coria and die neigbtunirbood intend- 
ed to appear. 

I gave a grand entertainment to Don Gcorgt- 
and bis daughter, with all his relations and 
^ends, ac a ftiperb country-houle which my 
aunt hid without the town, on the fide q( 
Manroi. Here a concert of vocal and inftru- 
mencal muficlc was prepared by my order, to- 
gether with a company of ftrollersto reprcfent 
ac(un«]y. In ttu: middle of the feaft> one 
came and whifpered to'me> that there was a 
tnan in the hall who wanud to &eak: with, 
me. I got up from table to lee whp it was,, 
and found a ftranger, who looked like a va- 
let de chamber, and who prefented to me * 
letter, which I opened, and read tbcfe words : 

" If you have a regard for your honour,. 
*' as every knighc of your order ought to- 
" have, you will not fail to be to-morrow 
" morning in the plain of Manroi, where you 
'" will find a cavalier ready to give Iatis&&ioii. 
** for the injury, you. received, from him, and 
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•' to put you, if he can, out of condition to 
" efpoufe Donna Helena. ' 

Don Auguffin de OlighcFa." 

, If love lias great influence over the Spani- 
ards, revenge has ftill rmH-e. I codd not read 
this billet in tranquility. The veiry name of 
Don Auguftin kindled a fire in my veins, 
which had almoA made me forget the indif- 
penfable duty which I had that day to perform. 
I was tempted to fteal away from the compa- 
ny, and go in fearch of my enemy on the in- 
-ftant. I conftrained myfelf, however, for fear 
of difhirbing the feaft, and faid K> the man 
who brouglic the 'letter, " FricFid, tell die 
cavalier who lent you, that I am too defirous 
of re-engaging him, to fail of meeting him 
to-moTTovr morning before fun-iifc at the ap- 
pointed place." 

Having fcnt away the meflenger with this 
anfwer, I rejoined my gucfts, and refumed my 
place at tablcj where 1 compofed my counte- 
nance I9 well, that nobody had the leafl: fuf- 
picion of what palTcd within me. I appeared 
during the reft of the day as much entertained 
as any of them with the pleafurcs of the fcaft^ 
which ended about midnight, when the aficm- 
bty broke up, and every one returned to the 
town, in the lame manner as he had come out.. 
As for my part, I ftaid in the country-houIe» 
on pretence of taking the air noit morning; 
but the true reafori was, ijiat I might be the 
fooner a£ the rendezvous. loftead of gou^ 
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to bed, 1 waited with impatience, for day, 
which as foon as I .perceived, I mounted my 
bell horfe, and fet out alone, as if I intended 
to take a ride in the country. I advanced to- 
wards Manroi, and difcovered in the plain a 
man on horfeback, coming towards me at ftiH 
fpced i upon which I put fpurs to my horfe, 
to fave him one half of the way. We foon 
met, and I found it was my fival. " KnJghl, 
(faid he in an infolent tone,^ it is with regret 
that I come to blows with you a fecondtimc; 
but it is your own fault. After the adventure 
of the lerenade, you oyght to have renoiinced 
pon George's daughter with a good graec ; 
or at leaft take it for granted, that you would 

' not be lb ealUy quit if you perAfted in your 
addreffes to her." " You are too proud 
(anfwcred I) of an advantage which perhaps 
you owed more to the darknefs of the nig^t 
than to your fopcrior fkiU. You don't cori- 
lider that the fuccefs of thefe rencounters de- 
pends often on accident." "It is never acci- 
dental with me,. (faid hewkh-anarrog^nt^air,) 
and I wlU now Ihcw you, that by day as well 
as night, I know how to punilh thofe aiidacious 

, knights who interfere with me." 

I made no reply to this hai^hty Ipeech, 
but alighted inftantly. Don Auguftin did 
the fame; we tied our horfes to a tree, and 
began to fight with equal vigour. I will frankly 
own, that I had to do with an enemy whti 
pulbed much better than I, idcho' I had been 
two years at Idiool. He was a complete (ca- 
«ri 
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cer^ I could not poffibly have expofed my 
Irfe to greater danger. Neverthelcfs, as it 
often happens that the ftrongeft is vanquifhed 
by the weakeft, my rival, in fpite of all his 
fltiil, received a thruft that went through his 
heart, and fell {tone dead in an inftanc. 

I returned inimediately to thecountry-houle, 
where I informed a valet de chambre, whom 
I could trufl;, of what had happened, and ikid 
to him, " Dear Ramira, before juftice can 
take cognizance of this event, take a good 
horfc, and give my aunt notice of the adven- 
ture. Aflc of her fome nioney and jewels, 
and bring them to mc at Plazencia, where 
thou wilt find me in the lirft inn you come to 
OS you enter the city." 

Ramira acquitted himfelfof his commifllon 
with fuch diligence, that he arrived a: Pla- 
zencia three hours after me. He told me, 
that Donna Eleoaora was more plealcd than 
afiJifted at the news of a duel that revenged 
the affront which I had received in the firftj 
and that fhe had fent me ail her ready money 
and jewels, to enable mc to travel agreeably 
in foreign countries, until the ihould get the 
affair accommodated. 

To pafs over fuperfluous circumftances, I 
will only inform you, that I crofled New 
Caftile to the kingdom of Valencia, in ordw 
to embark at Denia, from whence Itookpaf- 
lage for Italy, ^where I put myfelf in a condi- 
tion to vifit different countries, and appear la 
a fuiuble character. 

Whilft 

, . ,C(Hvsl. 
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While for from my Helen, I endeavoured 
as much as in me lay to beguile my love and 
forrows^ llie mourned my sibfence iofecretat 
Coria. Inftead of approving of the profecu- 
tioD that her family let on fbm agdnlt me on 
account of Olighera's death, flie wifhed that 
all enmity might ccafe, and mv return be haft- 
ened by a fpesdy accommodation. Six months 
had already elapfed fince ihe had loft me> and 
I believe her conftancy would have ftill tri- 
umphed over timcj had flie had nodiiog clfe 
but time to combat : but Ibe had ftill more 
powerfiil enemies. Don Bias de Combados, 
agcBtlemzn.&om the weftera fide of GaJtcia, 
came to Coria to take poflcflion of a rich eftate 
which had been in vain difputed by his couBn 
Don Minguel de Caprara; and-he fctded in that 
-country^ fioding ic more agreeable chaa^ 
own. Combados was well made, had an 
agrce^le polite behaviour, and was one of the 
moft jnitnuating men in this world j fo that he 
ifoon become acquainted with all the people of 
iaftiion in the to%'n, and~ was no ftranger to 
their private sSairs. 

Ic was not long before he learned that Don 
George had a daughter, whole dangerous 
Iseauty fecmcd to inBame the men only for 
their ruin. This piqued his curiofity : he 
longed to fee iiich a formidable lady : for this 
purpole, he ibught the friendfliip of her fa- 
ther, and fuccceded ib w^U> that the old man 
already looked, upon lum as his fon-in-law; 
gave bim adnjittance to -his i^ufe, and the 
liberty 
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liberty of fpcaking in his prefence to Donna 
Helena. Tlic Galician foon fell in love with 
her. That was inevitable. He opened his heart 
to Don George, who confented to his propo- 
sal i but told him, tha^ r-elblring not to con- 
~ ftrain his daughter, he left her miftrefs of her 
own hand. Upon this, Don Bias put in prac- 
tice all the gallantries which he could devife- 
to pleafe the lady, who fcemed infcnGble to 
them all, fo mwch was her heart engroffcd by 
«ie. Felicia however was in the intereft of 
the cavalier,- who engaged lier by preftnts to 
■elboufc his cauie. She therefore employed 
alt her addrels in behalf of his paflioa; on the 
other hand, her father feconded the chamber- 
maid by his rcmonftrances ; and neverthelels, 
all their efforts during a whole year, could only 
torment Donna Helena, mthout fhaking her 
conftancy in the leaft. 

C<»nbados feeing that Don George, and 
FeUda interefted themfclvcs for him in vain, 
propoled an expedient to overcome the obfti- 
nacy of a lover fo prepoflefled as flic was. 
'* This (iaid he) is what I have contrived ; 
we will fiippole that a merchant of Coria has 
received a letter from an Italian fa£tor, in 
which, after a detail of things concerning 
commerce, arc the following words." 

>— ^ A Spanifh cavalier, whofe name is 

** Don Gafion de Cogollos, has lately arrived 

** at the court of Parma. He calk himfelf 

<* nephew and fole heit.of a. rich widow who 

lives 

' „:,,.c.„,sic 
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" lires at Coria, under the name of Donna 
'* Elconora de Laxarilla. He has demanded 
** the daughter of a powerful nobleman in 
" marriage, but will not fucceed until the 
« truth is known. I am defired to apply to 
" you for this purpofe: pray let mc know 
** then if you are acquainted with this Don 
*' Gafton, and in what the riches of his aunt 
" confift ; for your anfwer will decide the 
*' marriage. Parma, &c.*' 

The oM man looked upon this trick as a 
piece of wit or ftratagcm pardonable in love; 
and the waiting woman, ftill lefs fcrupulous 
than her mailer, approved of it very much. 
The invention feemed to them the more inge- 
nious, as they knew Helena to be a proud ^ri, 
capable of taking an inftantaneoua refohition, 
provided Ihe fliould have no fufpicion of the 
cheat. Don George undertook to inform ber 
of my char^ ; and, to make the thing (eem 
more natural, carried along with him the mer" 
chant who had received the pretended Jetter 
from Parma. The fchemc was executed ac- 
cordingly. The father, Jn an afiedted pafTion ■ 
of rage and vexation, faid to Helena, ** Daugh- 
ter, I will no, longer obfeive to you, that my 
relations daily rcqucfl: that I will not admit the. 
murderer of Don Auguftin into my family. 
I have aftronger reafon to give you to-day, m 
order to detach you from Don Gallon. Yuu 
ought to be alhamed of your fidelity to him: 
He is a fickic pcrfidioiJS wretch. Here is a 
certain 

,: ,,.,Gl>08lc 
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<CftaJn proof of his infidelity. Read this let- 
ter, which a merchant of Coj-ia has received 
from Italy." Helena trembling took the fiifti- 
tious letter, read it over, confidered every ck- 
preflion, and was thunder-ftr^icli at thenev/s 
of my inconftantiy, ATentiment of tender- 
ncfs made her (hed ibme tears : but foon re- 
calling all her pride, (he dried them up, and 
feid to her fethei; in a refolute tone, " Sig- 
nior, you have been witnefs of my weaknels, 
bear witnefs alfooftli^ viftory I gain over my- 
felf. It is done. I now defpife Don Gafton, 
and look upon him as the loweft of mankind. 
But let us taikno more about him. Come, 
I am ready to loHowJDon Bias to the altar ^ 
let my marriage precede that of the perfidious 
man who has fo ill repaid my love." Don 
George, tranfported with joy at thefc words, 
embraced his daughter, applauded her vigo- 
rous refolution, and, glad of the happy fuccels 
oF his ftratagem, made hafte to complete the 
wifties of my rival. 

Donna Helena was thus ravilhed from me. 
Slie yielded herfclf fuddenly to Combados, 
without liftening 'to Jove, which at the bottom 
of her heart Ipoke in my behalf^ or even doubt- 
ing a momeni of a piece of news which might 
have been fufpeifted in a lover of lefs credulity. 
The haughty maid liftened to nothing but her 
pride, and the refenlment of the injury which 
Ihc thought her beauty had received, prevailed 
over the intercft of her tenderncfs. A few days 
after 
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after her marriage, Kowever, Ihe felt ibme re- 
morfc for having been fo precipitate. She re- 
flected that the merchant's letter might have 
been feigned, and that fufpicion gave her fome 
tineafinefc i but the amorous Don Bias gave 
his wife no time to cherifh thoughts prgudi- 
cial to her repofc. His fole ftudy was to 
amufe her; and in this he fuccecded by a 
continual fucceflion of varioui pleafurcs. 
which he had art enough to invent. 

She feemed very well fatisficd with fuch a 
gallant hufband, and they lived together in 
perfeft harmony, when my aunt accommodated 
my affair with the relarions of Don Au- 
guftinj and wrote immediately to Italfr, to 
advertife me of her fuccefs. Being then at 
Regio, in die farthermoft part of Calabria, I 
went over into Sicily, from thence to Spam, 
and at length repaired to Coria on the wings 
of love. Donna Eleonora, who had noc in 
her letter mentioned the marriage of Don 
George's daughter, informed me of it on my 
arrival ; and obferving that I was aiflifted at 
the news, " You are in the wrong, nephew, 
. (faid ihe,) to be fo much grieved at the lofs of 
an unfaithful woman. Take my advice, and 
banilh from your memory a perfon unworthy 
of ponefllng a place in it," 

As my aunt was ignorant of the deceit which 

had been pra^ifed on Donna Helena, flie was 

in the right to talk in this manner, and could 

not have ^ven me a more prudent advice; 

3 which 
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vphich iherefore I promifed to follow, or at ka(t 
to affeA an air of indifference, if I Ihould find 
myfelf incapable of vanquifliing my paffion* 
I could not, however, refift my curiofity to 
know how this marriage had been made j and 
to be informed of all the particulars, I refolved 
to apply to Felicia's friend Dame Theodora, 
whom I have mentioned before. 1 went to her 
houfe, and there by accident found Felicia, 
who, expefling nothing lefs than to fee me, 
was confounded, and endeavoured to go away* 
that Ihe might avoid an explanation which ihe 
concluded I would demand. I flopt her, fay- 
ing, " Why do you fly me ? is not the peijur- 
ed Helena fatisfied widi having made a fa- 
crifice of my happinefs ? has Ihe forbid you to 
hear my complaints ! or do you only want to 
efcape me, that you may make a merit with 
the ungrateful woman, of having refufed mc 
the hearing." 

" Signior, (anfwered the waiting- woman,) 
1 freely own myfelf confounded at your pre- 
fence. I cannot behold you again, without 
feeling my heart torn wi'-h remorfe. My mif- 
trefs has been deceived, and I have been an 
unfortunate accomplice in feducing her." "O 
heaven ! (cried I,) have you the prefumption 
to tell me fo ? Explain yourfelf immediately," 
Then Ihe gave me an account of the ftratagein 
which Combados had pradlifed to rob me ©f 
Donna Helena ; and perceiving that her detail 
pierced me to the very foul, flrovc to give nie 

Vol. Ill, N ioii« 
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conlclation ; flie offered me her good offices 
wiih her miltrefs, promlfed to dilabufe 
her, to paint my defpair j in a word, to fparc 
nothing to foften the rigour of my deftiny : in 
fine, fh(^ gave me hopes that aJTuagcd my for- 
rows a littic. 

I pafs over the infinite contradidions (he 
underwent, before flie could prevail upon Don- 
na Helena to fee me. This, however, fhe 
accomplilhed j and it was concerted between 
them, that I Ihouid be privately admitted into 
the houfeofDon Bias, the firft time he (hould 
go to an eflaie, where he ufually fpent a day or 
two in hunting. Th? defign was foon put in 
execution ; the hufband fet out for the country; 
1 was informed of the occafion, and one night 
introduced into his wife's apartment. 

I would have begun the converfation with 
reproaches; but my mouth was (topped. "It 
is in vain to recall what is paft, (faid the lady,) 
the bufinefs here is not a fond reconciliation! 
and you are miftaken if you believe me dif^ 
pofed to flatter your inclination.' 1 declare to 
you, Don Gallon, than my own motive for 
giving my confent to this private interview, 
in confcquence of the prefling inftances which 
have been made, is to tell you from my own 
mouth, that henceforth you muft ftudy to 
forget me altogether. Perhaps I might have 
been better fitisficd with my fate, had it been 
joined to your'3 ; but finctheaven hath ordain- 
ed it othcrwite, I cheatfuUy fuboiic to its dc- 
•crees." 

« How 

c.j«™o, Google 
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" How, madam ! (anfwered I>) is it not 
enough that I have loft you, and fee the happy 
Don Bias in quiet pofleflion of the only p«r- 
Ibn 1 am capable of loving 1 mud I alio ba- 
niJh you from my thoughts ! You would de- 
prive me of my love, and rob mc of the only 
ble/fing that now remains. Ah, cruel wo- 
man 1 do you think it poflible for any man 
whom you have once charmed, to retrieve his 
heart ? Know yourfelf better, and ceafc ex- 
horting' me in vain to chafe your idea from " 
my remembrance." " Well then, ((he re- 
plied with precipitation,) do you alio ceale to ■ 
hope that I williavour four love with any re- 
turn. I have but one word to fay: ■ the wife 
of Don Bias Ihall never be the Jover of Don 
Gafton. Take your mcafures accordingly; 
fly from this place; and let us put a fpecdy 
tnd to a converfation, witli which I upbraid 
myfelf, in fpite of the purity of my inten- 
tions ; and which I (hall think mylelf guilty 
in prolonging." 

At theS; words, which deprived mc of the 
leaftglimpfc of hope, I fell at her feet: I ad- 
dre(red lier in the moft pathetick manner j I 
even employed tears to melt her: but all this 
ferved only to excite, perhaps, (bme fcnti- 
ments of pity, which (he was careful of con- 
cealing, and which were facrificed to her duty. 
After having to no purpofe exhaufted all my 
moving exprefiions, by prayers and tears; 
my tendernefs changed of a fudden into rage. 
I unlheathed my fword, toftabmyfili before 
N 2 ' the 
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the eyes of the inexorable Helena; who no 
fooner perceived my intention, than (he threw 
herfelf upon me, to prevent the confcqucnce. 
" Hold, Cogollos, (faid Ihe,) is it thus you 
confolt my reputation ? In depriving yourfelf 
of life, you are going to load me with dif- 
honour, and make my hufband pafs For an 
aflafljn." 

I was (b pofleflcd with defpair, that, fat 
from yielding to ihefe words the attentipn 
which they deferved, my whole endeavour 
was to baffle the efforts of the miftrcft and her 
maid, to fave" me from my own fetal dcfign ; 
and without doubt, I Ihould have fucceedcd 
but too foon^ if Don Bias, who having been 
apprifed of our interview, inilead of going to 
the country, had concealed himfclf behind the 
tapcftiy, to overhear our converfation, had 
not come and joined us with all, expedition. 
"Don Gaftpn, (cried he, holding my arms,) 
recall your Icattered rcalbn j and do not bafcly 
yield to the fury that tranfports you." 

" Is it your bufiaefs (faid 1, interrupting 
Don Bias,) to difluade me from my defign ? 
You ought rather, with your own hand, to 
plunge a poniard in my bofom. You arc 
injured by my paffion, unfortunate as it is. 
Is it not enough that you furprife me at nighty 
in your wife's apartment ? is there more re- 
quired to rou&yourrevenge ? ftabmeaconce, 
and rid yourfelf of a man who cannot ceafe 
adoring Donna Helena, until he ceafes to live." 
" Jnvain (anlwered Don Bias) you endea- 
vour 
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Vour to intereft my honour fo far as to give 
you death : you are fuificiently punifhed by 
your rafhnefs : and i am fo well pleafed witli 
the vimious fentimencs of my wife, th:ic I 
pardon tfie occafion which Ihe took to Ihow 
them. Take my advice, CogQiios, (added lie,) 
do not defpair like a weak lover, but fubmit 
to neceffity with coura.,;e." 

The prudent Galician, by ftich difcourff, 
ealmed my rage a l:tde, and waked my vir- 
tue; I retired with a defign of removing far 
from Helena, and the place that (he inhabit- 
ed} and in two days returned to Madrid, 
where refolving to employ myfelf wholly in 
making my fortune, I appeared at court, and 
there began to make friends ; but was fo 
unlucky as to attach myfelf in particular to 
the Marquis of Villarcal, a Portuguefe noble- 
qian, who being fufpe£ted of a defign to de- 
liver Portugal from the dominion of Spain, 
was imprifbned in the cattle of Alicant, where 
he now remains. As the Duke of Lerma 
knew that an intimacy fubfifted between that 
nobleman and me, he caufed me to be arrett- 
ed alfo, and cordufted to this place: that 
minifter believes, that I am capable of being 
an accomplice in fiich a fchemej and he could , 
not have committed a greater outrage upon a 
noble Cattilian. 

Here Don Gatton left off fpeaking ; and I, 

to confole him, faid, " Signior Cavalier, 

your honour can receive no ftain from this dif- 

gracc, which will, doubtlefs, in the end, turn 

N 3 to 
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to your advantage. When the Duke of Len- 
ma flial! be convinced of your innocence, he 
will certainly beftow upon you a confiderable 
employnfient, in order to re-cftablilh the re- 
putation of a gendecnan unjuftly accufed of 
treafon." 

CHAP. VII. 

Scipie finds Gil Bias in the tower of Segovia, and 
tells him a great deal of tiews^ 

OUR converfation was interrupted by Tor- 
deiillas, who^ coming into the chamber, 
addrefled himfelf to me in thefe terms : " Sig- 
nior Gil Bias, I have been fpeaking to a young 
man who prefenced. himfelf at the prifon gate, 
and alked if you was not in confinement here. 
When I refufed to fatisfy his curiofity, he 
feemed very much mortified. ' Noble cap- 
tain, (faid he, with tears in his eyes,) don't re- 
je£t the humblerequeft 1 make, to knowifSig- 
hiorde Santillane is in this place. I am his 
chief domeilick, and you will do a charitable 
aftion in allowing me to fee him. You are 
looked upon in Segovia as a gentleman of 
great humanity! and I hope you will not re- 
iufc me the favour of converfing a moment 
with my dear mafter, who is not lb guilty as 
unfortunate.' In (hort, (continued Don 
Andrea,) the young man exprefled fuch a~de- 
firc of feeing you, that I have promifcd to 
given him that fatisfadtion at night." 

I aT- 
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I afflired Tordefillas, that he could not do 
tnea greater pleafure than to admit a young 
man, who probably had fomeching to com- 
municate, which it imported me very much 
to know. I waited with impatience for the 
moment that was to offer my faithful Scipio 
to my eyes; for I did not doubt that it was 
he; and I was not miftaken. He was in- 
troduced into the tower in the evening ; and 
his joy, which mine alone could equal, broke 
forth in extraordinary tranfports when he faw 
me. For my part, 1 was fo much overjoyed 
at fight of him, that I held out my arms, and 
he hugged nie in his, without ceremony : die 
diftinftion between matter and fecietary were 
loft in this embrace j fo glad were they to fee 
one another. 

When wc were a little difengaged, I in- 
terrogated Scipio about the condition in which 
■ he left my houfe. " You have no houfe, (nc 
replied j) and to fpare you the trouble of alk- 
ing unneceffary queftions, I will tell you, in 
two words, what paflcd at home. Your ef- 
fe£ts were pillaged, as well by the foldicrs as 
by your own fervants, who, looking upon you 
as aloft man, paid themfclves their own wages 
with what they could carry off. Luckily for 
you, I had the addrefs to fave from their ta- 
lons two large bags of double piftoles, which 
I took out of your ftrong box, and fecurcd, 
by putting them into the cuftody of Salero, 
who will re-deliver them as ibon as you fhail 
be rclcafed from this tower, where I believe 
N 4 you 
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you will not be long boarded at his Majefty's 
e^jperfcci btcaufeyou was apprehended with- 
pm the knovjledge of the DukeofLerma.'' 

I afked how he came to know that his Ex- 
cellency had no hand in my misfortiiue. " O ! 
as for that, (faid he,) 1 took care to be well 
informed : a friend of mine, -who enjoys the 
confidence of the Duke d'Uzeda, told me all 
the particulars of your imprif()nment." ' Cal- 
derona (faid- he) having difcovercd, by the 
officioiifnefs of a valet, that Signiora Sirena, 
under another name, received the Prince of 
Spain in the night-time; and that this intrigue 
was conduced by the Count de Lemos, with" 
the alTiftance of Signior de Santillane, refolved 
to be revenged upon them as well as upon his 
miftrcfs. With this view, he went privately 
to the Duke d'Uzeda, and difcovered the 
whole affair. The Duke, ravifhed at having 
in his hand fuch an opportunity of ruining 
his enemy, did not fail to ufe it: he infoimed 
the king of what he Iiad heard, and repre- 
fented to him with great ^eal the peiils to 
which the prince had been expofed. This 
piece of news roiifcd the indignation of his 
Majefty, who immediately ordered~Sirena to 
be ihntupin the houfe of correftion, baniftied 
the Count de Lemos, and condemned Gil 
Bias to perpetual hnprifonment.' This (added 
Scipio) is what my friend told me ; by which 
you fee that your misfortune is the work of 
riie Diike d'Uzeda, or rather of Calderona." 
Froov 
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From this information, I imagined that my 
affairs might , be retrieved in time ; that the 
Duke (^Lerma, piqued at his nephew's exile, 
would exert himfelf to have that nobleman re- 
called to court : and I flattered myfelf, that I 
Ihoiild not be forgotten by his excellency. 
What a fine thing hope is ! It confoled me 
all of a fudden for the lofs of my effe<fts, 
■which had been ftolcn ; and made me as merry 
as if 1 had caufc to In fo. Far from regard- 
ing my prilbn as an unhappy abode, where I 
Jhould perhaps end my days, it appeared, ra- 
ther as' the means that fortune had ufed to 
raife me to Ibme great poft ; for I reafoncd 
with myfelf in this manner: the partizans for 
the.prime-minifter are Don Fernando Borgia, 
Father Jerome of Florence, and, in particular, 
Brother Lewis d'Aliaga, who owes to his in- 
tereft the place he at prefent poffelTes at court. 
"With the afliftance of ihefe powerful friends, 
his excellency will demohfh all his foes } or 
-perhaps the ftate will foon alter its appear- 
ance: his Majcily is very licklyi and as foon 
as he fhall be no more, the prince his fon will 
begin his reign by recalling the count de Lc- 
mos, who will immediately releafe me from 
this place, and prefent me tO the new mo- 
narch, who will load me w^th favours. Thus, 
already elevated wiih future pleafures, I Icarce 
felt my prefent misfortune; but I believe the 
two bags of doubloons, which my fecretary 
to!d me he had depofited with the goldfmith, 
N 5 coatri- 
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contributed, as much as this hope, to the Cud- 
den change of my difpofition. 

I was too well fatisfied with the zeal and in- 
tegrity of Scipio, to be lilent on that fubje£t : 
I offered him the half of the money which he 
had preferved from the pillage j but this he 
rcfufrd : " I cxpcft (faid he) another mark 
of acknowledgement." As much fiirprifed at 
his difcourfe as at his refijfal, I aflccd what 
I could do for him. •Don't let us part, (an- 
fwered he,^ allow me to attach my fortune to 
your's : I have a friendihip for you which I 
never felt for any other mafter." " And I can 
aflure thee, child, (faid I.) there is no love 
loft J the very, firft moment thou camcft to 

■oSer thy fcrvice, I was plcafcd with thy ap- 
pearance : we muft have been born under tie 
Ballance or Gemini, which are faid to be the 
two conftcllations that unite the friendfhip of 
men. I willingly accept the fociety thou haft 
propofed ; and. will begin it, by intreating the 
keeper to Ihut thee up with m.e in this tower.". 
" Nothing can give me more pleafure, (cried 
he,) you anticipate mydefire. I was juft go- 
ing to conjure you to afic that favour of him : 
your company is dearer to me than liberty it- 
fclf : I will only foraetimes go to Madrid on 

■ the fcoot, and fee if fome change may not 
have happened at court which can be favoura- 
ble to you : fo that in me you will enjoy at 
once a confident, courier, and fpy." 

Thefe advantages were too conHderable to 

be rejedted : I therefore kept along with me a 

6 perfon 
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jjcrfon fo ufeful, with the permiffion of the 
obliging keeper, who could not refufe me fuch 
an agreeable confolation. 

CHAP. vm. 

- The motions andfucce/s of Scipio^ s firfi journey td 
. Mat^d. Gil Bias faUs^ck : the coHfequence 
of bis SfiemptTi 

IF it be ufually bbferved, that we have no 
greater enemies than our domeftics j it 
muft likewife be owned, that when they hap- 
pen to be faithful and affeftionate, they iire 
our beft friends. After the zeal that Scipio 
had manifefted, I could not look upon him 
but as another ftlf. There was, therefore, 
no more fubordination betweeen Gil Bias and 
his fecretary ; no more ceremony ; they lodg- 
ed together in the fame room, ufing the fame 
table and bed. 

There was a great deal of gaiety in Scipio's 
converfaiion ; he might have been juftly fir- 
. named the good-humoured lad : befides, he 
had a good head, and I profited by his ad- 
vice. " Friend) (faid I to him one day,) me- 
thinks it would be no bad fcheme for me to 
write to the Duke of Lerma: this could pro- 
duce no bad effeft: what is thy opinion of 
the matter ?" " Yes ; but, (anfwered he,) the 
great are fo different from themfelves> at dif- 
ferent times, that I don't know how your let- 
ter will be received: neverilielefs, I am of 
opinion, that you fliould write. In the mean 
N 6 time. 
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time, although the miniftcr loves you, you 
mufl noc truft to his friendship, for being re- 
membered by him : thefe kind of patrons ea- 
fily forget thofe who are out of fight or hear- 
ing." 

Altjiough this was but too true, I replied, 
*' 1 judge more favourably of my patron, to 
whofe kindnc& for me I am no Granger : I am' 
perfuadcd that he pities my afflidtion, which 
inceffantiy prefents itfelf to his mind : he, 
probably, waits until the king's wrath fliall 
fiibfide, before he takes- me out of prifon." 
" In good time, (he refumed,) I wifli your 
opinion of his Excellency may be right : im- 
plore his afllftance then by a very moving let- 
ter, which I will carry to him ; and I promifc 
to deliver it into his own hand." 

I immediately called for paper and ink, and 
compofcd a morfel of eloquence, which Scipio 
thought very pathetic, and Tordefillas pre- 
ferred even to the hoaiilies of the archbifliop 
of Grenada. 

I flattered fnyfelf, that the Duke of Lerma 
would be moved with compaffion, in reading 
the melancholy account which I give him, of 
the miferable condition in which I was notf 
and in that confidence difpatched my courier: 
who no fooncr arrived at Madrid, than he 
■went to the minifter's houft, and met a valet 
de charnbre of my acquaintance, who procured 
for him an opportunity of__fpcaking to the 
duke. " My lord, (faid Scipio, prelcntingto 
his Excellency the pacquet with whicli he was 
6 intruftcd,) 
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intTufted,) one of your maft faithful ferrants, 
ftretched upon ftraw, in a. difma] dungeon of 
the tower of Segovia, moft humbly intreats 
your grace to read this letter, which a turnkey, 
out of pity, gave him' liberty and means to 
write." The minifter opened, and perufcd 
the letter: but although he beheld in it a pic- 
ture capable of melting the moft obdurate foulj 
fer from feeming a^efted at my diftrefs, he 
raifcd his voice, and, in the hearing of feve- 
ral perlbns prefent, faid to the courier^ with a 
furious air; " Friend, tell Santillane, that he 
has a great deal of afTurance to addrefs him- 
felf to me, after the unworthy adtion he has ■ 
committed, and for which he is fo juftly chaf- 
tifed. He is a wretch who muft not depend 
upon my proteftion ; for I abandon him to 
the refentment of the king." ' 

Scipio, in fpite of all his effrontery, was 
difconcerted at this difcourfe ; bur, notwith- 
ftanding his confufion, endeavoured to inter- 
cede for me. " My lord, (he refumed,) the 
poor prifoner will die of grief, when he hears 
the anfwer of your Exceiiency," The duke 
made no reply to my mediator, but by a ftern 
look, and turned his back upon him. It was 
thus the minifter treated me, the better to 
conceal the part he had in the amorous in- 
trigue of the prince of Spain : and this ought 
to be a warning to all little agents, whom no- 
. blemcn ufe in their fecret and dangerous nego- 
ciations. 

When 
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When my fecretar)' returned to Segovia, 
and made me acquainted with the fuccefs of 
his commiffion, I was replunged into the dire 
abyfs of defpondcncy in whicK I found my- 
felf the firfl: day of my imprifonment. ' I 
thought myfelf even ftill more unhappy, fince 
I had now no rcafon to expeft the protection 
of the Duke of Lerma. My courage funk 
apace, and, notwithflanding all that they could 
fay to raife it ^ain, I became a prey to the 
moft keen forrow, which threw me, be dcr 

.grces, into a moft violent fever. 

Mr. Keeper, who interefted himfclf in my 
prefervation, imagining that he could not do' 
better than call phyficians to my affiftancc, 
brought two to vifit me, who, by their ap- 
pearance, fcemed zealous minifters of the god- 
defs Libitina-|-. " Slgnior Gil Bias (faid he, 
prefenting them to me,) here are two Hippo- 
cratcs's come to lee you, they wHl fet you afoot 
again in a little time." I was fo much preju- 
diced againft all manner of phyficians, that I 

'fbould have certainly given them a very bad 
reception, had I been in the leaft defirous'of 
living; but at that time I felt ' myfelf fo much 
tired of life, that I was glad TordeGllas had . 
put me into their hands. 

" Signior Cavalier, (faid one of thcfe doc- 
tors to me,) in the firft place, you muft repofc 
an entire confidence in our fkill." " I have 
a moft pcrfeft dependence on it } (anfwered I) 
with your alBftance, I am very fure that, in a 

\ The goddcli who prcfidct over fiiDtiale. 

few 
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few days, I fhall be cured of air my diftem- 
pers." '* Yesj (he replied,) with God's help, 
you Ihall : at leaft, we wilt do our endea- 
vonr for that purpofe." Thefe gentlemen ac- 
tually behaved to a miracle^ and put me into 
fuch « good way, that I was vifibJy pofting to 
the other world. Don Andrea> defpairing of 
my recovery, had already fent for a Francifcan 
friar, to prepare me for my end. The good 
father having done his duty, had Already re- 
tired j and I myfelf believing that my laft hour 
•approached, beckoned Scipio to the bcd-Gde. 
•* My deir friend, (faid I to him, with a faint 
-voice, to much was I enfeebled by the medi- 
cines I had taken, and the bleedings I had 
undergone,) I leave to thee one of the bags 
which are at Gabriel's houfe, and conjure thee 
to carry the other into the Afturias, to my 
father and mother, who muft have great occa- 
fion for it, if they be ftill alive. But, alas ! 
I fear they could not bear up againft my in- 
gratitude : the report which, doubdefs, Muf- 
cada made to them of my hard-heartednefs, 
has, perhaps, occafioned their death. If hea- 
ven hath preferved them, in fpite of the in- 
difference with which I requited their affeftion, 
give them the bag of doubloons, and beg 
them, from me, to pardon my unnatural be- 
'haviour. If they are no more, I charge thee 
to employ the money, in caufing prayers to 
be put up for the repofe of their fouls and 
mine." So faying, 1 fbetched out my hand, 
^ich he bathed with his tears, without being 
able 
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able to anfiver one word ; fo much was the 
poor young man afflifted at the profpcft of 
lofii^ me. This proves that the rears of an 
heir are not alway the tears of joy difguifed. 

I lay thus, in expcftation of my exit ; but 
I was' baulked. My doctors having abandoned 
me, left the field free to nature. I was 
faved by their dcfertion. The fever, which, 
according to their prognoftic, was to carry me 
off, qmttid me immediately, as if it intended 
to give them the lie. ' I recovered gradually, 
and by the greatcft good luck in the world, a 
perfe6t tranquillity of mind was the fruit of my 
difcale. I dien had no need of confolation : 
i entertained for riches and hoiiour ail checor>- 
tempt which the opinion of approaching death 
had made me conceive: and now reftored, 
as it were to myfelf, blefled my misfortune. 
" I thanked heaven for it, as for a particular 
favour, and firmly refolved never to return 
K> court, even if the Duke (^ Licrma fhould 
recall me. I propofed rath? r, if ever I (hould 
be releafed, to purchafc a cottage, and live 
in it like aphilolophcr. 

My confident approved* of my delign, and 
told me, that, in order to haften the execution 
of it, he intended to go and folicit my en- 
largement at Madrid. " There is a thing 
conie into my head} (added he j) I know a per- 
fon who can ferve you. She is the favourite 
waiting-woman of the Prince's nurfe, and a 
girl of underftanding. I will make her apply 
to -her miftre^ in your behalf; aad will at- 
tempi 
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tempt every thing to get you oucof this tower, 
which is ftill a prifon, notwithftanding the good 
treatment you receive in it." " Thou art in 
the right (anfwered I .:) go, my friend, and 
begin this negociation witUoyt lofs of time. 
Would to heaven we were already in our re- 
treat !" 

CHAP. IX. 

Scipio returns ta Madrid, andprieures the en- 
largement of Gil Bias, OH certain conditions. 
U^bat courje thejieer together when they leave 
the tower of Segovia, and the converjatton that 

. fojfes between them. 

^CCIPIO fet out once more for Madrid ; 
•^ and I, in expeftation of his return, ap- 
plied myfelf to reading, being furniflied with 
more books than I wanted by TordefiUas, 
who borrowed them from an old commander 
that could not read, though he had a fine li- 
brary, to maintain fhe appearance of a literati. 
I loved, in particular, good works of mora- 
lity, betaufe I found in them, every moment, 
paflages chat ftattered my averfion . for the 
court, and my inclination for folitude. 

I ipent three weeks without hearing a fyl- 
lable of my agent, who at length returned, 
and faid to me with a gay air, '* This time, 
^ignior de Santillane, I bring good news ; 
Madam the nurfe imerefts herfelf in your be- . 
half. Her maid, at my intreaty, in confide- 
racibn of a hundred piftoles that I have con- 
■ figned 
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figned to her, has been Co generous as to fti- 
gage her to beg yonr releafc of lire Prince of 
Spain ; and that prince, who, as I have al- 
ready obferved, can refufe her nothing, has 
promifed to alk it of the king his father. 1 
am come hither in a hurry, to apprize you of 
it, and fliall return immediately to put the 
finilhing ftroke to the work." So faying, he 
left me, and went back to court. 

His third trip was not of long duration. In 
eight days my man returned, and told me, 
that the prince had, not without- difficulty, 
obtained my releale. This piece of informa- 
tion was confirmed the fame day by Mr. Keep- 
er, who embraced me, faying, " My dear 
Gil Bias, thank heaven I you are free 1 the 
gates of this prifon are open to you ; but upon 
two conditions, which, perhaps, will give you 
3 great deal of pain, and which I am obliged 
to inform you of, though not without regret. 
His majcfty forbids you to appear at court, 
and orders you to quit the kingdom of Caftile 
in a month. I am very much mortified chat 
you arc prohibited from going to court." 
"And I am overjoyed at it, (I replied:) God 
knows what my opinion of it is. I expeAed 
but one favour from the King, and I have 
received two.'.' 

Being affured that I was no longer prifoner, 

I hired two mules, which my confident and I 

. mounted next day, after haying bid adieu to 

Cogollos, and returned a thoufahd thanks to 

Tordefillas, for all the marks of frteod/htp I 

had 



G r L E L A S. 283 

had received at his hands. We fet out mer- 
rily for Madrid, to retrieve, from ihe hands 
of Signior Gabriel, our two bags, in each of 
which were five hundred doubloons. My 
aflociace faid to me by the way, " If wr are 
not rich enough to buy a magnif^ce.^t eftste, 
we - can, at leaft, purchafe a commodious 
one." " So we had a little hut, (anfwered I,) 
I Ihouldbe latisfied with my condition: for, 
though ! am fcarce in the middle of my career, 
I feel myfclf quite detached from the world, 
and intend, for the fijture, to live for myfelf 
only. Befides, I muft tell thee, I have formed 
an enchanting, idea of a country life, the plca- 
fures of which I enjoy by anticipation. Me» 
thinks I already behold the enamelled mcads> 
hear the nightingales fing, and the brooks 
murmur. Sometimes I tlivert myfelf in hunt- 
ing, and Ibmedmes in fifhing. Imagine- to 
thyfelf, my friend, all the different pleafures 
that await us in folitude, and thou wilt be as 
much charmed with it as I am. With regard 
to eating, the moft Ample nourifhment is the 
belt. A morfel of bread may (atisfy us when 
we are hungry, and the appetite with which , 
■we eat it will make us thing it excellent food. 
The pleafur^ does not confilt in the quality of 
exquifite difiies, but centers wholly in our- 
felves ; and this is fo true, that the moft de- 
licious of my meals are not thole in which the 
greateft delicacy and abundance reign. Fru- 
gality is a fource of delight, and wonderfoUy 
conducive to health." 

"Bjr 

C^""Sl'^ 
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<f By your leave, Signior Gil Bias, (faid 
my ftcretary, interrupting me,) I am not alto- 
gether of your opinion, with regard to the 
pretended frugality you praife fo much. Why 
Ihould we live lilte Diogenes ? If wc indulge 
our appetites a licde> we'lhall not find our- 
fclves a bit the worfe for it. Take my advice, 
and fince we have, thank God, wherewithal to 
render our retreat agreeable, let us not make ' 
it the habitation of hunger and poverty. As 
loon as we fliall have gotpoiTcffion of bur land, 
we muft fortify our houfc with good wines, 
and all other provifions fuitable to people 
of tafte, who did not quit the commerce of 
mankind with a view of renouncing the con- 
veniences of life; but rather to enjoy, theoif 
with more tranquillity. " Th^t whicii a man 
" has in his hwife (fays Hefiod) never hurts 
" him : .whereas that which he has not, may. 
" It is better (adds the fame auihour) for a 
** man to have all things nfioflTary in his pof- 
" feflion, than in hia wifti oiily." 

•' How the dtvil ! Mr. Scipio, (cried I,) 
came you to know the Greek poets f Ha ! 
where did you pick up acquaintance with He- 
fiod?" " In the houfe of a learned man (he 
replied :) I ferved a pedant of Saliraanca fome 
time. He was a great commtntator, and would 
tofs you up a Urge volume in a twinkling, 
compofed of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin quo- 
tations, taken from books in his library, and 
tranllated into die Caftilian tongue. As I was 
hU 
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his amanuenfis, I retained in my memory a 
great number of ftntences, as remarliable as 
that which I rep«ated." " If thai be the cafe, 
(faid I,) your memory is well garnifhed. But, 
to return to your fcheme, in what kingdom 
of Spain do you think we fliall cftabliQi our 
philofophicalrefidence ?" " I vote for Arra- 
gon, (replied my confidentj) we (hall there find 
charming fpots, where we may lead a delici- 
ous life." " Well, (faid I,) be it fo. Let us 
fix in Arragon. I confent to the propofal j and 
I wifti we. may |here find a place of abode, 
thfic will afford all tliofe pleafures with which 
1 fcdl my imagination." 

CHAP. X. 

Their behaviour at Madrid. Gil Bias meets a 
certain fer/on in thefireet. The confequence of 
that meeting. 

XX/HEN we arrived at Madrid, we a- 
' ' lighted at a fmall houfe, where Sci- 
pio had lodged in his expeditions j and the 
firft thing we did, was to repair to Salero, in 
order to retrieve our doubloons. He gave 
us a very civil reception, and expreffed a 
good deal of joy in fteing rpe at liberty. *' I 
proteft toyou, (faid he,) I was fo much af- 
fefted with your misfortune, that I conceived 
a difguft at all alliances with courtiers, their 
fortunes are fo uncertain; and therefore, 
gave my daughter Gabriela in marriage to a 
wealthy merchant," " You were in the right 
(anfwered 
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(anfwered 1) : for bcfides that thb match is 
more folid, a citizen, who marries his daugh- 
ter to a man of quality, has not always realbn 
to be latisfied with monfieur his fon-ia- ■ 
Uw." 

Then fhifclng the fuhje^t, and coming to 
the purpofe, "Signior Gabriel, (added I,) be 
fb good, if you pleafc, as to dehver the two 
thoufand pifioles, which" — <■' Your money is 
ready for you, (faid the goldfmith, inter- 
rupting me, and conduf^ing us into his clo(et> 
fliowed us the two bags, with notes upon 
them, containing thefe words; " Thefe bags 
of doubloons belong to Signior Gil Bias de 
Santillane.') " There they are, (faidhe,)juft 
ai they were committed to my care." 

1, thanked Salero for the fervicc he had done 
men : and, very well confoled for the lols of 
his daughter, carried the bags home, where 
we began to examine our double pittoles. 
The talc was juft, after having deducted 
about fifty which had been employed to pro- 
cure my enlargement. Our ible ftudy now 
was to put ourfelvcs in a condition to depart 
for Arragon. My fecretary undertook to buy 
a chaile and two mules, and I provided our- 
felves with clothes and linen. While I was 
going from one place to another in the ftreets. 
Bargaining for what T wanted, I met Baron 
Steinbach, that officer of the German guards 
in whole houfe Don Alphonfo had been 
brought up. . 

I Muted 
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' 1 faiuted that cavalier, who knowing mc 
alfo, came and embraced me with great affec- 
tion." " I am extremely glad (faid I to him) 
to fee your lordlhip in luch good health, and 
to find at the fame time an opportunity of hear- 
ing of Don Cfefar and Don Alphortfo de Ley- 
va." S' 1 can give you a certain account of 
them both, (anfwered he,) for they are now 
atftually at Madrid, and lodge in my houfe. 
About three months ago they came to town to 
thank his Majefty for a poft which Don Al- 
phonfo has received, in confideration of the 
fervices which his anceftors had done the ftatc. 
He is made governor of the city of Valencia, 
without having alked the place, or even defired 
any body to folicit for him. Nothing can 
be more generous : and this Ihews that our 
monarch delights in recompenfing valour." 
*- ' Though I knew much better than the Ba- 
ron 5de Steinbach what the true motive was, • 
I did not ieem to know any thing of the mat- 
ter } but expreffed fuch a vehement defire to ■ 
falute my old matters, thar,in order to Jadsfy 
tne, he carried me home with him immediately. 
I was curious to try Don Alphonfo, and 
judge, by the reception I ftiould meet with 
from him, whether or no he had any remains 
of aifeftioh for me. I found him in a hall, 
playing at chefc with the baronefs; and as fbon 
as he perceived me, he quitted the game, got 
up, and advancing towards me with tranfport, 
preffcd my head within his arms, feying, with 
marks 
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marks of real joy, " Sandllanei have I found 
yoii again ! I am ovwioycd at meeting with 
you ! it was not my fault that ever wc parted : 
fjr I defired you, if .you remember, not to 
leave the cattle of Leyva. You had no regard 
to my requeft ; biit I am &r from being angry 
with you on that account. I am even be- 
holden to you for the motive of your retreat. 
Bur, ftnce that time, you ought to have let 
me heard from you, and fpared me the trouble 
of fending in v^n to find you at Grenada, 
where Don Fernando, my brother-in-law, 
wrote me you was." 

After this gentle rn)roach, he continued, 
*' Tell me what your bufine^ is. at Madrid. 
You have, I fuppofe, fome employment here. 
Be aflured, that I fhare as much as ever in 
what concerns you." " Signior, (anlwered I,) 
fomething lefs than four moiidis ago I filldi 
a pretty confiderable poll at court; having 
had the honour to be fecretary and confident 
to the Duke of Lerma." " Is. it poflible ! 
(cried DonAIphonfb, with exu-eme aflonilh- 
mem) what.! was you in the confidence of 
the prime minifter i" " I gained his fevour, 
(faid I,) and loft it in the manner you fhaU 
bear." I then recounted the whole ftory, and 
ended my narration with the refolution I had 
taken to buy, with the flender remains of my 
paft profper-ity, a cottage, in which I pro- 
pofcd to lead a retired life. The fon of Don 
Cjefar, having Uftened very attentively, re|rfied, 
" My 
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*' My dear Gil Bias, you know I always loveJ 
you. You ftiall be the fport of Fortune no" 
more. I will deliver you from her power, by 
making you matter of an eftacc, which ihe 
cannot deprive you of. Since you defign co 
live in the country, I beftow upon you a fuuil 
farm> which wc have hard by Lirias, about 
four leagues from Valencia. You know the 
place, and' it is a -prefent which we are in a 
condition of making, without incommoding 
ourfelves in the leaft. I dare anfwer fon my 
Other's conftnt, and know that it will give 
great pleafure to Scraphina." 

I threw myfelf at the ftet of Don Alplionfo, 
who immediately railed me up. 1 kifled his 
hand, and, more charmed with the goodnels 
of his. heart, than with the value of his fa- 
vour, " Signior, (faid 1,) your behaviour en- 
chants mc. The prefeift which you make, is 
the more agreeable, as it precedes the know- 
ledge of a piiece of fervice which I did you : 
and I would rather owe it to your generoiity 
than to your acknowledgemen:." My gover- 
nor was a little furpriftd at my difcourfe, and 
did not feil to aflc what this pretended fervice 
was. I told him J and the information re- 
doubled his furprize. He, as well as the Ba- 
ron dc Steinbach, was far from thinking that 
the government of the city of Valencia had 
been faeftowed upon him by my intereft. Ne- 
verthelels, as he could not doubt my veracity, ■ 
" Gil Bias, (faid he,) fincc I owe my fioft: to 
Vol. III. O you 
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Sou, I don't intend to cdnBne my gratitude to 
ic litde farm of Lirias, I will give you along 
with it two thoufand diicats yearly." 

" Halt there, Sig^or Alphonfo, (Cud I, 
interrupting him,) don't awabe my avarice. I 
have too well experienced, that riches ferve 
only to corrupt my morals. I accept with atf 
my heart, your farm of Lirias, where I will 
live comfortably, with the money which I 
have already in my pol&f&on. But that is 
fufficient; and far from defiring more, i would 
rather confcnt to lofe the fuperfluity of what 
I poflefs. Riches are a burden to one in re- 
tirement, who fecks only to enjoy quiet." 

While we converfed in tfiis manner, Don 
Cje^ coming in, exprefled as much joy at 
feeing me, as his fon had done before ; and 
when he underflood the obligadoa which bis 
family. lay under to me, he preflcd me .to ac- 
cept the annuity, which I again refafed. In 
Ihort, the father and fon carried me inftantly 
to a notary's houfe, where they caufed a deed 
of gift to be made out, and figned it with 
more pleafure than they would have felt in 
figning a deed to their own advantage. When 
it was executed, they put it into my hand, 
faying, the ferm of Lirias was no longer 
their's and that I might go uid take pofieflion 
of it when I would. They' then went back 
to the houfe of Baron de Steiabach j and I 
flew to our lodgings, where my fecretary was • 
ravifhed with admiration^ when 1 informed 
3 biw 
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him that we had an eftate in the kingdom of 
Valencia, and recounted in what manner I had 
made this acquifition. " How much (feid he) 
may this fmall dominion be worth ?" " Five 
hundred ducats per annum ; (I replied;) and I 
can aflure thee it is a lovely folitude, which 
I know perfeftly well, having been there (e- 
veral timeSj in quality of ftcward to the lords 
of Leyva. It is a fmall houfe on the borders 
of the Guadalaviar, in a hamlet of five or 
fix houfes, and in the midd of a charming^ 
country." 

" What pleafes me fti'Il more in it (cried 
Scipio,) is, that we fliall have fii^e venifon, 
widi wine of Benicarlo, and excellent rnuf- 
cadine. Come, mafter, let us make hafte 
to quit the world, and gain our hermitage." 
•* I long as much as thou doeft to be there, 
(I replied,) but I muft firft make a tour to the 
Afturias. My parents are there in no very 
agreeable fituation ; and I intend to conduft 
them' to Lirias, where they will pafs the re- 
minder of their days in quiet. Heaven, per- 
haps, has granted me this afylum, on purpofe 
to receive them, and would punilh me, if I 
foiled in my duty." Scipio approved very 
much of my defign, and even excited me to 
put ic in eitecution. " I-^t us lofe no time, 
(faid he,) I have already fecured a chaife, let 
us buy mules immediately, and fet out for 
Oviedo." "Yes, my friend, (I replied,) let 
us depart as foon as we can, I think it my 
indifpcnfibie 
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indifpenfible duty, to fhare the fweers of my 
retirement witH the authors of my being. Our 
journey will not be long. We fhall foon fee 
ouriclves letded in our hamlet, where, when 
I arrive, I will write over the door otmy 
houfe thefe two Latin verfcs, in letters of 
gold : 

Inveni portum. Spes & fortuna valcte. 
Sat me luuftis^ ludite nunc alios. 



The End of the Third Volumi. 
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